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By Stephanie 

Oakland, California is ground zero for many 
members of the Slingshot collective, but on 
March 13, Oakland felt like a distant outpost, 
really far away from Ni’ilin, in the West Bank, 
where our friend Tristan Anderson, who also 
lives in Oakland, was struck in the forehead 
and almost killed by a high-velocity tear gas 
grenade. Suddenly the Israel/Palestine conflict 
had new shades and hues, new depth and 
angles, wrought by personal connection and 
pain. 

The news that Tristan had been critically 
injured in the West Bank fell like an emotional 
bomb on our community. When the news was 
announced on the local Pacifica radio station it 
detonated somewhere above us in the 
atmosphere and radiated outward in waves. It 
settled around us in a thick cloud that 
constricted our breathing for a time and tied 
our stomach in knots. For a week afterward, 
meeting someone you hadn't seen since 
hfiarina the news was sufficient cause for a 


wire report said he had been injured at a 
protest near the Apartheid Wall. It said that 


Solidarity Movement released a video of 
Tristan being put on a stretcher as tear gas 
canisters continued to fall all around him. His 
head was bloodied and lolling back and forth 
unconsciously. His girlfriend Gabby, a familiar 
voice in the chaos, could be heard in the 
background shouting, “Tristan! Oh God, oh 
God oh God...." 

Tristan has hundreds, if not thousands of 
friends here who have shared a meal with him, 
or laughed in appreciation at his stories of 
triumphs and near-calamities at protests in 
Oaxaca, El Salvador or Iraq. His nose arcs to 
the side like a water slide, slipping off at a 
most improbable angle — once broken, now a 
healed-up testament to his penchant for daring 
feats. He has this way of telling stories that 
involves his whole, wiry frame, and a laugh 
that is infectious, not least of all to himself. It 
seems to catch him by surprise and shake his 
shoulders to and fro. He has lived in the Bay 
Area for most of his adult life, though most of 
us have also heard stories of his childhood in 
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By Stephanie 

Oakland, California is ground zero for many 
members of the Slingshot collective, but on 
March 13, Oakland felt like a distant outpost, 
really far away from Ni’ilin, in the West Bank, 
where our friend Tristan Anderson, who also 
lives in Oakland, was struck in the forehead 
and almost killed by a high-velocity tear gas 
grenade. Suddenly the Israel/Palestine conflict 
had new shades and hues, new depth and 
angles, wrought by personal connection and 
pain 

The news that Tristan had been critically 
injured in the West Bank fell like an emotional 
bomb on our community. When the news was 
announced on the local Pacifica radio station it 
detonated somewhere above us in the 
atmosphere and radiated outward in waves. It 
settled around us in a thick cloud that 
constricted our breathing for a time and tied 
our stomach in knots. For a week afterward, 
meeting someone you hadn't seen since 
hearing the news was sufficient cause for a 
new round of tears. 

It wasn’t just the what, but the how. News of 
Tristan’s injury came across the AP news wire 
around noon on Friday, March 13 and from 
there seemed to spread within minutes. The 


wire report said he had been injured at a 
protest near the Apartheid Wall. It said that 
Tristan had been struck in the forehead at 
close range, and that after he had been rushed 
to the hospital part of his frontal lobe had been 
removed in order to get out all the fragments of 
skull lodged in his brain. The International 


Solidarity Movement released a video of 
Tristan being put on a stretcher as tear gas 
canisters continued to fall all around him. His 
head was bloodied and lolling back and forth 
unconsciously. His girlfriend Gabby, a familiar 
voice in the chaos, could be heard in the 
background shouting, “Tristan! Oh God, oh 
God oh God....” 

Tristan has hundreds, if not thousands of 
friends here who have shared a meal with him, 
or laughed in appreciation at his stories of 
triumphs and near-calamities at protests in 
Oaxaca, El Salvador or Iraq. His nose arcs to 
the side like a water slide, slipping off at a 
most improbable angle — once broken, now a 
healed-up testament to his penchant for daring 
feats. He has this way of telling stories that 
involves his whole, wiry frame, and a laugh 
that is infectious, not least of all to himself. It 
seems to catch him by surprise and shake his 
shoulders to and fro. He has lived in the Bay 
Area for most of his adult life, though most of 
us have also heard stories of his childhood in 
Grass Valley, California, and of his family 
there. 

Although Tristan has been arrested at 
protests more than forty times, he has only 

Continued on page 9 


................ 

perfoflbed tow COSt, slkfag-scale ebdrtrOhS, as 


KCHAUTIMfi Hr/foAffKM?l 
























I ristan s injury came across tne ar news wire 10 ine nospitai pan or ms rromanoDe naa Deen Himougn irisian nas Deen arresiea at 
around noon on Friday, March 13 and from removed in order to get out all the fragments of protests more than forty times, he has only 
there seemed to spread within minutes. The skull lodged in his brain. The International Continued on page 9 


IS CHdMTMt TEfalRISM ? 

I4lt&bargedl j under ! lAnimalll Enterprise] | Terr or ismlfTcTl 

By Etta Cuatro DeFence dogs, cats, rabbits, rodents and other animals a “struggle" with one or more of the protestors. 


Joseph Buddenberg, Maryam Khajavi, 
Nathan Pope, and Adriana Stumpo were 
arrested by the FBI February 20 on trumped- 
up terrorism charges under the Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act. Each faces ten 
years in prison if convicted. The alleged 
crime? Attending protests in the Bay Area in 
2007 and 2008 against animal experimentation 
at the University of California and allegedly 
publishing the names and addresses of UC 


researchers who experiment on living animals, 
known as vivisectors. 

According to In Defense of Animals, “Every 
year, tens of millions of animals are dissected, 
infected, injected, gassed, burned and blinded 
in hidden laboratories on college campuses 
and research facilities throughout the U.S. Still 
more animals are used to test the safety of 
cosmetics, household cleansers and other 
consumer products. These innocent primates, 


are used against their will as research subjects 
in experiments and procedures that would be 
considered sadistically cruel were they not 
conducted in the name of science." 

In the news release and associated criminal 
complaint the FBI lays out the basis for the 
arrests and the case against the defendants, 
alleging that: 

• Three of the defendants attended protests 
at the homes of vivisectors working at UC 


Berkeley where, “...extremists dressed 
generally in all black clothing and wearing 
bandanas to hide their faces marched, 
chanted, and chalked defamatory comments 
on the public sidewalks in front of the 
residences.” 

• Three of the defendants attended a 
protest at the home of a UC Santa Cruz 
vivisector whose husband came outside to 
confront the activists and allegedly engaged in 


Of special interest in this charge are the facts 
that (1) the husband appears to have initiated 
any sort of confrontation that took place, (2) 
the defendants are not alleged to have 
engaged in any sort of struggle themselves, 
and (3) the basis for the claim that they were 
even present for the protest is based on DNA 
evidence off bandanas seized from a car that 
was alleged to have been used for the protest. 

• Two of the defendants were observed via 
video surveillance footage looking up public 
information on vivisectors at UC Santa Cruz. 

• Two of the defendants were observed via 
video surveillance footage standing near the 
location where a stack of flyers was later found 
at a cafe in Santa Cruz. The flyer was entitled 
“Murderers and torturers alive & well in Santa 
Cruz," which the FBI alleged in their news 
release listed the names, addresses, and 
telephone numbers of several University of 
California researchers. 

The way the FBI has turned a case that 
wouldn’t even warrant a misdemeanor arrest 
into a Federal felony case is by charging 
Maryam, Joseph, Adriana, and Joseph with 
conspiring to interfere with an animal 
enterprise. More specifically, the four now face 
two federal charges - Conspiracy and violating 
the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA), 
each count carrying a maximum sentence of 
five years. 

These arrests mark the first batch of 
prosecutions under the newly expanded AETA. 
The modified version of the law was introduced 
in 2006 at the urging of animal industry groups 

Continued on page 2 
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Slingshot is an independent radical 
newspaper published in Berkeley since 1988. 

This issue is numbered issue #100, which is 
some kind of a milestone, but we decided not 
to make such a big deal of it. Numbers are 
arbitrary anyway — if we had 6 fingers on our 
hands and not 5, we would probably count in 
base 12 and the significant issue number 
would be 144. Moreover, due to a numbering 
error when some collective members left and 
the new collective got confused about which 
issue number they were on, our numbering 
jumped from issue #35 to #38 — there are no 
issues 36 and 37. 

Even if it has only been 98 issues, making 
Slingshot for one issue or for 21 years is a wild 
ride. When we write about the sense of 
cooperation, engagement and freedom we 
seek in the larger society, we’re informed in a 
tiny way by getting to experience life making 
the paper. Working in a volunteer collective 
where everyone is there freely because they 
want to be is so radically different from how the 
world works outside the Long Haul. 

In the “real world” you work a job you hate to 
scrape together some money because you 
know you Five in a cold, lonely, hostile world 
and no one is going to help you out unless you 
can pay. In a collective, we try to help each 
other and share. It isn’t perfect and it doesn’t 
always work, but making Slingshot we at least 
get a chance to try to live based on different 
rules and assumptions for a few days every 
few months. And the infrequent bouts making 
Slingshot tend to seep out and inform our lives 
all the time. If you want to glimpse a different 
world, the best place to start is doing some tiny 
thing differently and see how far it can go. 


At Slingshot’s 21st birthday party, we gave 
our annual Golden Wingnut award for lifetime 
achievement to Gerald Smith. Gerald has 
spent his whole life struggling for freedom and 
justice and we hope to feature his biography in 
the next issue. 


Franklin Rosemont 


By Kate Khatib, David Roediger, Paul Garon, 
(via internet) 

Franklin Rosemont, celebrated poet, artist, 
historian, street speaker, and surrealist activist, 
died Sunday, April 12 in Chicago. He was 65 
years old. With his partner and comrade, 
Penelope Rosemont, and lifelong friend Paul 
Garon, he co-founded the Chicago Surrealist 
Group in 1965. Over the course of the 
following four decades, Franklin and his 
Chicago comrades produced a body of work, 
of declarations, manifestos, poetry, collage, 
hidden histories, and other interventions that 
has, without doubt, inspired an entirely new 
generation of revolution in the service of the 
marvelous. 

Franklin Rosemont was bom in Chicago on 
October 2, 1943. Dropping out of Maywood 
schools after his third year of high school (and 
instead spending countless hours in the Art 
Institute of Chicago’s library learning about 
surrealism), he managed nonetheless to enter 
Roosevelt University in 1962, where Franklin 
was immediately drawn into the stormy student 
movement at Roosevelt. 

Under the mentorship of St. Clair Drake, the 
great African American scholar, he began to 
explore much wider worlds of the urban 
experience, of racial politics, and of historical 
scholarship—all concerns that would remain 
central for him throughout the rest of his life. 
He also continued his investigations into 
surrealism, and soon, with Penelope, he 
traveled to Paris in the winter of 1965 where 
he found Andre Breton and the remaining 
members of the Paris Surrealist Group. With 
the support of the Paris group, they returned to 
the United States later that year and founded 
America’s first and most enduring indigenous 
surrealist group, characterized by close study 
and passionate activity and dedicated equally 
to artistic production and political organizing. 


1943 - 2009 



for a Democratic Society, Franklin helped to 
lead an IWW strike of blueberry pickers in 
Michigan in 1964, and put his considerable 
talents as a propagandist and pamphleteer to 
work producing posters, flyers, newspapers, 
and broadsheets on the SDS printing press. 

The smashing success of the 1968 World 
Surrealist Exhibition at Gallery Bugs Bunny in 
Chicago announced the ability of the American 
group to make a huge cultural impact without 
ceasing to be critics of the frozen mainstreams 
of art and politics. The Rosemonts soon 
oecame leading figures in the reorganization of 
the nation’s oldest labor press, Charles H. Ken- 
Company. Under the mantle of the Ken- 
Company and its surrealist imprint Black Swan 
Editions, Franklin edited and printed the work 
of some of the most important figures in the 
development of the political left: C.L.R. James, 
Marty Glaberman, Benjamin Peret and 
Jacques Vache, T-Bone Slim, Mother Jones, 
Lucy Parsons, and, in a new book released 
just days before Franklin’s death, Carl 
Sandburg. 

He became perhaps the most productive 


Workingclass Counterculture, began as a slim 
projected volume of that revolutionary martyr’s 
rediscovered cartoons and grew to giant 
volume providing our best guide to what the 
early twentieth century radical movement was 
like and what radical history might do. His 
coedited volume Haymarket Scrapbook stands 
as the most beautifully illustrated labor history 
publication of the recent past. Indispensable 
compendiums like The Big Red Songbook, 
What is Surrealism?, Menagerie in Revolt, and 
the forthcoming Black Surrealism are there to 
ensure that the legacy of the movements that 
inspired him continue to inspire young radicals 
for generations to come. In none of this did 
Rosemont separate scholarship from art, or art 
from revolt. His books of poetry include 
Morning of the Machine Gun, Lamps Hurled at 
the Stunning Algebra of Ants, The Apple of the 
Automatic Zebra’s Eye and Penelope. His 
marvelous fierce, whimsical and funny 
artwork—to which he contributed a new piece 
every day—graced countless surrealist 
publications and exhibitions. 

Indeed, between the history he himself 
helped create and the history he helped 
uncover, Franklin was never without a story to 
tell or a book to write—about the IWW, SDS, 
Hobohemia in Chicago, the Rebel Worker, 
about the past 100 years or so of radical 
publishing in the US, or about the international 
network of Surrealists who seemed to always 
be passing through the Rosemonts’ Rogers 
Park home. In every new project, every revolt 
against misery, with which he came into 
contact, Franklin recognized the glimmers of 
the free and unfettered imagination, and lent 
his own boundless creativity to each and every 
struggle around him, inspiring, sustaining, and 
teaching the next generation of surrealists 
worldwide. 
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where everyone is there freely because they 
want to be is so radically different from how the 
world works outside the Long Haul. 

In the “real world” you work a job you hate to 
scrape together some money because you 
know you live in a cold, lonely, hostile world 
and no one is going to help you out unless you 
can pay. In a collective, we try to help each 
other and share. It isn’t perfect and it doesn’t 
always work, but making Slingshot we at least 
get a chance to try to live based on different 
rules and assumptions for a few days every 
few months. And the infrequent bouts making 
Slingshot tend to seep out and inform our lives 
all the time. If you want to glimpse a different 
world, the best place to start is doing some tiny 
thing differently and see how far it can go. 

• • • 

At Slingshot's 21st birthday party, we gave 
our annual Golden Wingnut award for lifetime 
achievement to Gerald Smith. Gerald has 
spent his whole life struggling for freedom and 
justice and we hope to feature his biography in 
the next issue. 

This summer we’ll be working on making the 
2010 organizer calendar. Please send us 
artwork, info for the radical contact list, your 
ideas for historical dates, cover graphics and 
anything else you want to see in the Organizer. 
The deadline for historical dates is June 26 
and the deadline for everything else is July 31. 

If you’re in the bay area in early August, join us 
for 2 fun weeks to make the organizer. It will 
be available October 1. By the way, we still 
have a bunch of leftover 2009 organizers — let 
us know if you could help us get them to folks 
who wouldn’t otherwise have access to them 
like prisoners, youth, homeless, etc. 

Slingshot is always looking for new writers, 
artists, editors, photographers, translators, 
distributors & independent thinkers to make 
this paper. If you send something written, 
please be open to being edited. 

Editorial decisions are made by the 
Slingshot collective, but not all the articles 
reflect the opinions of all collective members. 
We welcome debate and constructive criticism. 

Thanks to all who made this: Aaron, Ayr, 
Bryan, Canyon, Chelsea, Compost, Crystal, 
Eggplant, Enola, Gregg, Kathryn, Kermit, 
Kristy, PB, Rezz, Samantha, Stephanie, Will 
and all the authors and artists. 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 


schools after his third year of high school (and 
instead spending countless hours in the Art 
Institute of Chicago’s library learning about 
surrealism), he managed nonetheless to enter 
Roosevelt University in 1962, where Franklin 
was immediately drawn into the stormy student 
movement at Roosevelt. 

Under the mentorship of St. Clair Drake, the 
great African American scholar, he began to 
explore much wider worlds of the urban 
experience, of racial politics, and of historical 
scholarship—all concerns that would remain 
central for him throughout the rest of his life. 
He also continued his investigations into 
surrealism, and soon, with Penelope, he 
traveled to Paris in the winter of 1965 where 
he found Andre Breton and the remaining 
members of the Paris Surrealist Group. With 
the support of the Paris group, they returned to 
the United States later that year and founded 
America’s first and most enduring indigenous 
surrealist group, characterized by close study 
and passionate activity and dedicated equally 
to artistic production and political organizing. 


Active in the 1960s with the Industrial 
Workers of the World (IWW), the Rebel Worker 
group, the Solidarity Bookshop and Students 



To celebrate the 40th anniversary of the 
construction of People’s Park in Berkeley, local 
author and activist Terri Compost has 
compiled People’s Park: Still Blooming, a 200 
page full-color coffee table book that 


lead an IWW strike of blueberry pickers in 
Michigan in 1964, and put his considerable 
talents as a propagandist and pamphleteer to 
work producing posters, flyers, newspapers, 
and broadsheets on the SDS printing press. 

The smashing success of the 1968 World 
Surrealist Exhibition at Gallery Bugs Bunny in 
Chicago announced the ability of the American 
group to make a huge cultural impact without 
ceasing to be critics of the frozen mainstreams 
of art and politics. The Rosemonts soon 
oecame leading figures in the reorganization of 
the nation’s oldest labor press, Charles H. Kerr 
Company. Under the mantle of the Kerr 
Company and its surrealist imprint Black Swan 
Editions, Franklin edited and printed the work 
of some of the most important figures in the 
development of the political left: C.L.R. James, 
Marty Glaberman, Benjamin Peret and 
Jacques Vache, T-Bone Slim, Mother Jones, 
Lucy Parsons, and, in a new book released 
just days before Franklin's death, Carl 
Sandburg. 

He became perhaps the most productive 
scholar of labor and the left in the United 
States. His spectacular study, Joe Hill: The 
I.W.W. and the Making of a Revolutionary 



Park's present uses: as a community garden 
and native plant repository in a dense urban 
area; as a liberated zone for concerts and 
political rallies; and as one of the few places 


the Stunning Algebra of Ants, The Apple of the 
Automatic Zebra’s Eye and Penelope. His 
marvelous fierce, whimsical and funny 
artwork—to which he contributed a new piece 
every day—graced countless surrealist 
publications and exhibitions. 

Indeed, between the history he himself 
helped create and the history he helped 
uncover, Franklin was never without a story to 
tell or a book to write-about the IWW, SDS, 
Hobohemia in Chicago, the Rebel Worker, 
about the past 100 years or so of radical 
publishing in the US, or about the international 
network of Surrealists who seemed to always 
be passing through the Rosemonts’ Rogers 
Park home. In every new project, every revolt 
against misery, with which he came into 
contact, Franklin recognized the glimmers of 
the free and unfettered imagination, and lent 
his own boundless creativity to each and every 
struggle around him, inspiring, sustaining, and 
teaching the next generation of surrealists 
worldwide. 
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Continued from page 1 

and snuck through congress while only a 
handful of Representatives and Senators were 
present. 

The AETA makes it illegal to “interfere" with 
an animal enterprise, in an overly vague and 
extremely subjective way. As a result this law 
not only endangers these four defendants 
charged with violating the AETA themselves, 
but also has the potential to have a chilling 
effect on free speech and protest. In fact, the 
FBI news release announcing the arrests 
indicated the charges were designed to “send 
a message” by making an example of the 
defendants. 

We too can send a message - whether we 
are animal liberationists, civil liberties 

advocates anti-authoritarians or human 
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artwork, info for the radical contact list, your 
ideas for historical dates, cover graphics and 
anything else you want to see in the Organizer. 
The deadline for historical dates is June 26 
and the deadline for everything else is July 31. 
If you’re in the bay area in early August, join us 
for 2 fun weeks to make the organizer. It will 
be available October 1. By the way, we still 
have a bunch of leftover 2009 organizers — let 
us know if you could help us get them to folks 
who wouldn’t otherwise have access to them 
like prisoners, youth, homeless, etc. 

Slingshot is always looking for new writers, 
artists, editors, photographers, translators, 
distributors & independent thinkers to make 
this paper. If you send something written, 
please be open to being edited. 

Editorial decisions are made by the 
Slingshot collective, but not all the articles 
reflect the opinions of all collective members. 
We welcome debate and constructive criticism. 

Thanks to all who made this: Aaron, Ayr, 
Bryan, Canyon, Chelsea, Compost, Crystal, 
Eggplant, Enola, Gregg, Kathryn, Kermit, 
Kristy, PB, Rezz, Samantha, Stephanie, Will 
and all the authors and artists. 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 
Volunteers interested in getting involved 
with Slingshot can come to the new volunteer 
meeting on Sunday, August 16, 2009 at 4 p.m. 
at the Long Haul in Berkeley (see below.) 
Article Deadline and Next Issue Date 
Submit your articles for issue 101 by 
September 12, 2009 at 3 p.m. 

Volume 1, Number 100, Circulation 18,000 
Printed April 24,2009 

Slingshot Newspaper 

Sponsored by Long Haul 
3124 Shattuck Avenue. Berkeley, CA 94705 
Phone: (510)540-0751 
slingshot@tao.ca * www.slingshot.tao.ca 


Circulation Information 

Subscriptions to Slingshot are free to prisoners, low 
income and anyone in the USA with a Slingshot 
Organizer , or $1 per issue. Outside the Bay Area, 
we'll mail a free stack of copies of Slingshot to you if 
you give them out free. Or visit our office. 


To celebrate the 40th anniversary of the 
construction of People’s Park in Berkeley, local 
author and activist Terri Compost has 
compiled People’s Park: Still Blooming , a 200 
page full-color coffee table book that 
documents the Park’s evolution from 1969 to 
the present day. 

People’s Park, located between Haste 
Street and Dwight Avenue, half a block East of 
Telegraph Avenue, is in many ways the 
spiritual and inspirational nexus of radical 
activism in the East Bay. Since a diverse 
coalition of activists seized a vacant lot to build 
the Park in 1969, the Park has been a model 
for do-it-yourself direct action. In the years 
since 1969, generations of activists have 
fought to permit the users of the Park to decide 
how it should be developed, operated and 
maintained — embodying the principal of user 
development — in the face of constant police 
repression. Amidst all the riots and protests, 
the park still blooms. 

As the silent narrator, Terri weaves together 
interviews, news clippings and book excerpts 
to tell the story of the Park’s past, present and 
future. The book features hundreds of 
historical images and photographs of the 


Park’s present uses: as a community garden 
and native plant repository in a dense urban 
area; as a liberated zone for concerts and 
political rallies; and as one of the few places 
open to all people — rich and poor, homeless 
and housed —- in an increasingly consumer- 
dominated Berkeley. Daily free food provided 
by Food Not Bombs and others draws a 
constantly shifting band of punks, travelers, 
artists and marginalized people to the Park. 

It is fitting that People’s Park: Still Blooming 
is the first book published by the Slingshot 
Collective. Slingshot traces its roots to the 
Park — the ideas that inspired it and the street 
protests that have kept it alive. The book is 
not a dry historical text nor mere picture book 
— its conception and actualization are 
intimately tied to a living struggle with 
implications far wider than just Berkeley or just 
a Park. The struggle for the Park is the same 
as the global struggle for freedom, cooperation 
and ecological balance over hierarchy, 
corporations and a throw-away world. 

Look for People’s Park: Still Blooming in 
your local indy-bookstore or infoshop, or order 
from the slingshot website: slingshot@tao.ca. 
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and snuck through congress while only a 
handful of Representatives and Senators were 
present. 

The AETA makes it illegal to “interfere" with 
an animal enterprise, in an overly vague and 
extremely subjective way. As a result this law 
not only endangers these four defendants 
charged with violating the AETA themselves, 
but also has the potential to have a chilling 
effect on free speech and protest. In fact, the 
FBI news release announcing the arrests 
indicated the charges were designed to “send 
a message” by making an example of the 
defendants. 

We too can send a message - whether we 
are animal liberationists, civil liberties 
advocates, anti-authoritarians, or human 
beings of any sort. We will not stand idly by 
while federal agents begin witch-hunts, kick in 
doors, subpoena people to grand juries, and 
seek to eliminate dissent wherever it threatens 
corporate interests. Instead we must stand tall 
— continuing to speak out, protest, and resist 
government repression. 

While these four young people (known as 
the AETA4) face the full force of the US 
Justice Department, they have the truth on 
their side and a skilled team of attorneys to 
fight for their freedom. But with the deep 
pockets of the US Attorney's Office opposing 
them, they need tens of thousands of dollars to 
finance their defense. If you can offer any 
assistance, whether large or small, please 
consider donating to their defense fund. 
Donations can be sent to: 

The AETA Defense Fund PO Box 99162 
Emeryville, CA 94662. For updates on the 
case or to donate online please visit: 
AETA4.org 

















By PB Floyd 

The Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA) 
is a dramatic example of how industry groups 
are using the rhetoric of the War on Terror to 
attack activists who protest business activities. 
For most people, the term “terrorism” refers to 
injuring or killing human beings in particular 
contexts — perhaps blowing up a car bomb or 
flying an airplane into an office tower. To be a 
“terrorist” under AETA — and guilty of a felony 
-*■ you don't heed to hurt or kill anyone. You 
can be guilty under AETA just for planning 
activities “for the purpose of damaging or 
interfering with the operations of an animal 
enterprise” (as defined in the law) — even if 
those activities are otherwise entirely legal. 

On its face, it is clear that AETA was drafted 



connection to, relationship with, or transaction with 
an animal enterprise; 

(B) intentionally places a person in reasonable fear 
of the death of, or serious bodily injury to that 
person, a member of the immediate family (as 
defined in section 115) of that person, or a spouse 
or intimate partner of that person by a course of 
conduct involving threats, acts of vandalism, 
property damage, criminal trespass, harassment, or 
intimidation; or 

(C) conspires or attempts to do so; 

shall be punished as provided for in subsection (b). 

Sub-section (C) is the loosest part the law 
and the most subject to government abuse 
since it makes it a felony just to “attempt" to 
interfere with an animal enterprise, or to 
conspire to interfere where the plan involves a 
violation of (A) or (B). To understand how little 
is required to violate AETA, one has to 
understand conspiracy law. Under the law, it 
appears that anyone “conspiring" to “interfere 
with the operations” of any of the “animal 
enterprises” where the plan involved any of the 
acts in (A) or (B) could be labeled a terrorist 
and guilty of a felony. A conspiracy can involve 
as little as entering into an agreement with one 
other person with one “overt act” (which can be 
totally legal, i.e. making a flier) taken to further 
the “conspiracy”. You don’t have to actually do 
an action to be guilty of conspiracy. 

Since conspiracy is such a flexible charge, it 
is hard to say what might result in charges 
under the law. Would agreeing to engage in 
petty vandalism like spray-painting at an 
industry conference be conspiracy to damage 
property to interfere with an animal industry? 
Would agreeing to trespass in front of a circus 
in a svmbolic act of civil disobedience be 
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Terrorism let 




Nathan Pope (age 26) is engaged to 
Adriana and is a student at Cabrillo 


Community College 


window during a demonstration would be an 
“intentional damage” to property. Or painting 
graffiti. Or petty vandalism. If these acts were 
prosecuted without AETA, they might be 
punishable by a fine or community service, if 
they were prosecuted at all. But under AETA, 
they become a terrorist act because of the 
intentions (the thoughts) of the activists doing 
them. Under the conspiracy portion of AETA, 


why does AETA use the word terrorism? 
Perhaps to scare the public and to smear 
activists? Why does the government need 
AETA in the first place if acts like property 
destruction, vandalism, trespassing and 
violence against individuals are already illegal? 
Because it is designed to prosecute activists 
who can’t be prosecuted for an actual crime? 
And why does the law only go after activists 
who protest “animal enterprises”? Because 
animal industry lobbyists wanted to portray 
animal protesters as somehow scarier than 
other activists, and they had the political 
muscle to get the law passed? ' ‘ 

The definition of “animal enterprise" in the 
law is particularly instructive. The law defines 
it as: 

(A) a commercial or academic enterprise that 
uses or sells animals or animal products for 
profit, food or fiber production, agriculture, 
education, research or testing; 

(B) a zoo, aquarium, animal sheltet, pet store, 
breeder, furrier, circus, or rodeo, or other 
lawful competitive animal event; or 

(C) any fair or similar event intended to 
advance agriculture arts and sciences. 

The list, undoubtedly written by industry 
lobbyists, is a neat summary of American 
animal rights protest actions over the last 30 
years. Animal rights activists have protested 
fur farms, zoos, rodeos, factory farms, animal 
research labs, and national conferences like 
the annual Bio-industry conference. The intent 
presumably has always been to interfere with 
business operations that exploit non-human 
animals, and in fact to shut down businesses 












those activities are otherwise entirely legal. 


On its face, it is clear that AETA was drafted 



by industry groups to target activists who have 
protested the animal industry. It appears to 
focus on protest tactics that industry found 
particularly annoying — or effective. Should 
activists trespass, damage property, or injure 
an individual, they could be arrested under 
regular laws that prohibit those acts, with 
penalties related to the seriousness of the 
crime. For example, simple trespassing is not 
a felony. The only rationale for AETA is to turn 
protest tactics that would otherwise be legal, or 
minor offenses, into felonies — while seeking 
to demonize activists by erroneously labeling 
these protest tactics as “terrorism." 

AETA is peculiar because it only targets 
protest activities against “animal enterprises.” 
Thus, activities that would be criminalized by 
AETA would be entirely legal if the target was 
an oil company, weapons manufacturer, or 
abortion clinic — just so long as they don't in 
any way connect to a very broadly defined 
“animal enterprise.” This begs the question of 
whether each social movement will eventually 
aet its own “terrorism" bill — drafted hv 


conspire to interfere where the plan involves a 
violation of (A) or (B). To understand how little 
is required to violate AETA, one has to 
understand conspiracy law. Under the law, it 
appears that anyone “conspiring” to “interfere 
with the operations” of any of the “animal 
enterprises” where the plan involved any of the 
acts in (A) or (B) could be labeled a terrorist 
and guilty of a felony. A conspiracy can involve 
as little as entering into an agreement with one 
other person with one “overt act” (which can be 
totally legal, i.e. making a flier) taken to further 
the “conspiracy". You don’t have to actually do 
an action to be guilty of conspiracy. 

Since conspiracy is such a flexible charge, it 
is hard to say what might result in charges 
under the law. Would agreeing to engage in 
petty vandalism like spray-painting at an 
industry conference be conspiracy to damage 
property to interfere with an animal industry? 
Would agreeing to trespass in front of a circus 
in a symbolic act of civil disobedience be 
conspiracy to interfere with the circus, and thus 
be defined as terrorism? What about if you’re 
involved with a group that organizes a protest 
and someone you don’t even know damages 
property? What about making signs for a 
home demonstration against a vivisector 
where the resident claims to be terrified? 

While sub-section (C) is the worst part of the 
law, sub-sections (A) and (B) aren’t much 
better. Both criminalize legal acts, very minor 
infractions, or conduct so subjective and in the 
eye of the beholder that it is impossible to 
know what might be illegal under AETA. 





me detimtion ot animal enterprise in the 
law is particularly instructive. The law defines 
it as: 

(A) a commercial or academic enterprise that 
uses or sells animals or animal products for 
profit, food or fiber production, agriculture, 
education, research or testing; 

(B) a zoo, aquarium, animal sheltet, pet store, 
breeder, furrier, circus, or rodeo, or other 
lawful competitive animal event; or 

(C) any fair or similar event intended to 
advance agriculture arts and sciences. 

The list, undoubtedly written by industry 
lobbyists, is a neat summary of American 
animal rights protest actions over the last 30 
years. Animal rights activists have protested 
fur farms, zoos, rodeos, factory farms, animal 
research labs, and national conferences like 
the annual Bio-industry conference. The intent 
presumably has always been to interfere with 
business operations that exploit non-human 
animals, and in fact to shut down businesses 
to the extent they exploit animals. 


When AETA was enacted in 2007, it was 
widely criticized as overbroad. Now with the 
February 20, 2009 arrest of four California 
animal rights activists and the March 5th arrest 
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window during a demonstration would be an 
"intentional damage” to property. Or painting 
graffiti. Or petty vandalism. If these acts were 
prosecuted without AETA, they might be 
punishable by a fine or community service, if 
they were prosecuted at all. But under AETA, 
they become a terrorist act because of the 
intentions (the thoughts) of the activists doing 
them. Under the conspiracy portion of AETA, 
a whole group of people who planned a 
symbolic action that incidentally resulted in 
minor property damage could be prosecuted 
on federal charges as terrorists. 

The penalty section of AETA links the 
severity of the criminal penalty with the level of 
“economic damage” or harm associated with a 
particular AETA violation, ranging from a year 
in jail to life in prison. The severity of the 
punishment hinges in part on whether a 
particular action “instills in another the 
reasonable fear of serious bodily injury or 
death” — a vague and potentially subjective 
standard as to what is “reasonable” fear. The 
definition of the term “economic damage” is 
geared right towards what industry cares about 
most: the bottom line. “[Tjhe term ‘economic 
damage’ (A) means the replacement costs of 
lost or damages property or records, the costs 
of repeating an interrupted or invalidated 
experiment, the loss of profits, or increased 
costs, including losses and increased costs 
resulting from threats, acts of vandalism, 
property damage, trespass, harassment, or 
intimidation taken against a person or entity on 
account of that person’s or entity’s connection 
to, relationship with, or transactions with the 
animal enterprise.” 

Under sub-section (B), intentionally placing 
a person in “reasonable fear” “by a course of 
conduct involving threats, acts of vandalism, 
property damage, criminal trespass, 
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Joey hopes to return to school and 
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recent UC Santa Cruz graduate who] 
lives in Oakland, California. She 
hopes to attend law school and 
become a civil-rights attorn ey. 

by industry groups to target activists who have 
protested the animal industry. It appears to 
focus on protest tactics that industry found 
particularly annoying — or effective. Should 
activists trespass, damage property, or injure 
an individual, they could be arrested under 
regular laws that prohibit those acts, with 
penalties related to the seriousness of the 
crime. For example, simple trespassing is not 
a felony. The only rationale for AETA is to turn 
protest tactics that would otherwise be legal, or 
minor offenses, into felonies — while seeking 
to demonize activists by erroneously labeling 
these protest tactics as “terrorism.’’ 

AETA is peculiar because it only targets 
protest activities against “animal enterprises.” 
Thus, activities that would be criminalized by 
AETA would be entirely legal if the target was 
an oil company, weapons manufacturer, or 
abortion clinic — just so long as they don’t in 
any way connect to a very broadly defined 
“animal enterprise." This begs the question of 
whether each social movement will eventually 
get its own “terrorism" bill — drafted by 
industry lobbyists — to protect each particular 
industry against the most effective protest 
tactics employed by its critics. How about the 
Lumber Enterprise Terrorism Act to criminalize 
tree-sitting, the Mountaintop Removal 
Terrorism Act or the Freeway Expansion 
Terrorism Act? 

To understand just how absurd AETA is, it is 
helpful to look at the precise language of the 
law and how the “terrorism” label on the 
surface of the act isn't matched by any 
“terrorism" in the actual law. 

The law states: 

Whoever. . . (1) for the purpose of damaging or 
interfering with the operations of an animat 
enterprise; and (2) in connection with such purpose: 
(A) intentionally damages or causes the loss of any 
real or personal property (including animals or 
records) used by an animal enterprise, or any real 
or personal property of a person or entity having a 
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involved with a group that organizes a protest 
and someone you don’t even know damages 
property? What about making signs for a 
home demonstration against a vivisector 
where the resident claims to be terrified? 

While sub-section (C) is the worst part of the 
law, sub-sections (A) and (B) aren’t much 
better. Both criminalize legal acts, very minor 
infractions, or conduct so subjective and in the 
eye of the beholder that it is impossible to 
know what might be illegal under AETA. 


Adriana Stumpo (age 23) is a ^ 
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Under sub-section (A), any action intended 
to interfere with an animal enterprise is a 
felony if “in connection with such purpose” the 
defendant “intentionally damages or causes 
the loss of any real or personal property.” 
While intentionally damaging property sounds 
scary and bad, the language of the law is very 
vague. Presumably, pasting a sticker on a 
window during a demonstration would be an 
“intentional damage” to property. Or painting 
graffiti. Or petty vandalism. If these acts were 
prosecuted without AETA, they might be 


minor property damage could be prosecuted 
on federal charges as terrorists 

The penalty section of AETA links the 
severity of the criminal penalty with the level of 
“economic damage" or harm associated with a 
particular AETA violation, ranging from a year 
in jail to life in prison. The severity of the 
punishment hinges in part on whether a 
particular action “instills in another the 
reasonable fear of serious bodily injury or 
death” — a vague and potentially subjective 
standard as to what is “reasonable” fear. The 
definition of the term “economic damage" is 
geared right towards what industry cares about 
most: the bottom line. ”[T]he term ‘economic 
damage’ (A) means the replacement costs of 
lost or damages property or records, the costs 
of repeating an interrupted or invalidated 
experiment, the loss of profits, or increased 
costs, including losses and increased costs 
resulting from threats, acts of vandalism, 
property damage, trespass, harassment, or 
intimidation taken against a person or entity on 
account of that person’s or entity’s connection 
to, relationship with, or transactions with the 
animal enterprise.” 

Under sub-section (B), intentionally placing 
a person in “reasonable fear” “by a course of 
conduct involving threats, acts of vandalism, 
property damage, criminal trespass, 
harassment, or intimidation” for the purpose of 
“interfering with the operations of an animal 
enterprise" is illegal. The “course of conduct" 
language is vague because it mixes illegal acts 
with undefined and potentially free speech 
activities. One person’s “harassment" is 
another person’s persistent protest campaign. 
Most of the illegal “course of conduct" acts — 
vandalism, trespassing — would be minor 
infractions, not felonies, but for AETA. The 
government can already prosecute activists for 
vandalism or trespassing under existing laws, 
with penalties fitting the seriousness (or lack of 
seriousness) of the crime 

None of the acts prohibited under 
subsections (A), (B), or (C) rise to the level of 
terrorism because none of the prohibited acts 
involve physical violence against anyone — 
none of the sub-sections involve the injury or 
death of anyone. Which raises the question: 



When AETA was enacted in 2007, it was 
widely criticized as overbroad. Now with the 
February 20, 2009 arrest of four California 
animal rights activists and the March 5th arrest 
of William "BJ" Viehl and Alex Hall in Utah, 
AETA is getting its first test in real world 
conditions. The government’s use of AETA 
against the AETA4 demonstrates the key 
problems with the entire law. The indictment 
filed March 12 charges that the four engaged 
in a conspiracy to interfere with animal 
enterprises by intentionally attempting to place 
protected individuals in fear. None of the four 
are charged with any crime other than the 
AETA charge — none are charged with 
trespassing, vandalism or hurting anyone. 
Under the government’s theory, the AETA4 are 
somehow “terrorists” even in the absence of 
any involvement in a violent act. The AETA4 
case is a dangerous over-extension of 
government power and a reckless misuse of 
the term “terrorist.” It should be exposed. 

For info on the Utah AETA case, visit 
supportbjandalex.com 
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by Ros Ruiz (with Jeff of O’odham Solidarity 
Project) 

The Mexican government and a corporation 
called Centro de Gestion Integral de Residuos 
S.A. (CEGRI) want to build a hazardous waste 
dump in O’odham territory, near the sacred 
site and village of Quitovac, with the implicit 
support of the US Environmental Protection 
Agency(EPA). 

The proposed dump would desecrate the 
ceremonial site of Quitovac and devastate the 
culture, traditions, sacred sites and spiritual 
well-being of the O’odham Indigenous peoples 
in both Mexico and the U.S. The dump would 
also expose children and nearby communities 
to dangerous toxins and could contaminate the 
underground well that the communities depend 
on. Transport of hazardous materials through 
the nearby roads also causes O’odham 
activists concern. They point out that a spill or 
accident would have lasting impacts on the 
health of the traditional communities. 

“When our sacred places are exploited and 
mined and lost to development and 
globalization we are severed from the very 
essence of our people and our original 
strength,” declared traditional O’odham activist 
Ofelia Rivas during the December 2008 
Festival de la Dignia Rabia of the Zapatistas in 
Mexico City “Our land and water rights have 
been depleted and privatized.” 


months, CEGRI reopened negotiations to build 
the facility. The federal government in Mexico, 
as well as the state government of Sonora, has 
already approved the project. Only the. local 
government of Sonoyta has not issued the 
permits that CEGRI needs to break ground. 

“The US EPA has failed to speak out to 
protect the O’odham who are US Citizens and 
would be affected by the dump," states 
supporter Bradley Angel of the San Francisco- 
based Greenaction for Health and 
Environmental Justice. He continued, “The US 
EPA has the power to inform the Mexican 
government of the true impacts of this 
proposed waste facility and pressure them to 
stop this proposal for good.” 

Please contact the following entities to let 
them know you oppose the building of this 
toxic dump: The Mexican Embassy 

Washington, DC; Tel: 202.728.1600 Fax: 
202.234.4498. The Mexican Consulate in San 
Francisco Tel: 415.354.1700 

Fax:415-495.3971. Alfonso Flores, Mexican 
Secretary of the Environment: 
tel:+52 5556 243342 Fax:+ 52 5556 243589 

For more information, contact: the O’odham 
Rights Cultural & Environmental Justice 
Coalition and the O’odham Voice Against the 
Wall: (520)349-5484, uyarivas@hotmail.com. 
The Dry River Collective in Tucson, AZ: 
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Trans' and Womyn's Action Camp 2009 is a 
gathering of eco-activists, who are also 
working to bring down patriarchy. Come to the 
RRR site a week early(June 20th-26th, 2009) 
for a 6-day training and workshop event in the 
Cascadia bio-region.. 

This will be a safe(r) space where 
transgender, intersex, genderqueer, 
androgynous and womyn identified folk will be 
able to share skills in an empowering 
environment. We will be exploring the land 
before all the RRR attendees arrive, and we 


will also be providing skillshares on how to 
help set up large camps for gatherings. There 
will also be tons of other workshops and 
trainings on many diverse issues- central 
theme here- FUN! 

We are now putting out a call for workshop 
presenters and trainers! If you are 
transgender, intersex, genderqueer, 
androgynous and womyn identified and would 
like to get involved in the organizing, or would 
like to give a workshop, please get in touch! 
twac@riseup.net http://twac.wordpress.com" 
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Every year Earth First!ers hold the Round 
River Rendezvous to discuss past actions, 
plan for future actions and rebuild community. 
This year the RRR will be in Cascadia, June 
29-July 6, 2009 

Each morning will begin with morning circle, 
a good opportunity to see who rolled into camp 
during the night and hear what the day has to 
offer. Then it’s on to workshops (bring some 
ideas for workshops you would like to be 
involved in, or lead), hiking, or hanging-out in 
the beautiful Pacific Northwest. In the evenings 
there may be fires (depends on rainfall), folks 
singing and dancing, or quiet times with pals 
you rarely see. It’s up to you. Bring toys, learn 
new games to teach us, come with ideas to 
share. Costumes, instruments, skits and songs 
are needed to make the all-day EcoWarriors 
Rally on Saturday, July 4, truly entertaining. 

There is lots of work that goes into throwing 


bound to be media and law enforcement 
creeping around, so act accordingly. On that 
note, offensive behavior, alcohol-induced or 
otherwise, will not be tolerated. There will be a 
conflict resolution team on hand to deal with 
any problems. So please, come with respect; 
for yourself, your surroundings and others. 

And j lest we forget, we are going to be in the 
wilderness. It can be dangerous so come 
prepared. Be self-sufficient and intelligent 
about your choices. You will be hiking with 
your gear to the site. Earth First! has always 
maintained its belief in self-reliability. 

You’ll be happier if you bring: musical 
instruments, food, flashlight and batteries, a 
tent or something to keep the mosquitoes out 
of your snoozing nostrils, insect repellent, 
sunscreen and a hat, raingear and tarps, 
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by Ros Ruiz (with Jeff of O’odham Solidarity 
Project) 

The Mexican government and a corporation 
called Centro de Gestion Integral de Residuos 
S.A. (CEGRI) want to build a hazardous waste 
dump in O’odham territory, near the sacred 
site and village of Quitovac, with the implicit 
support of the US Environmental Protection 
Agency(EPA). 

The proposed dump would desecrate the 
ceremonial site of Quitovac and devastate the 
culture, traditions, sacred sites and spiritual 
well-being of the O’odham Indigenous peoples 
in both Mexico and the U.S. The dump would 
also expose children and nearby communities 
to dangerous toxins and could contaminate the 
underground well that the communities depend 
on. Transport of hazardous materials through 
the nearby roads also causes O’odham 
activists concern. They point out that a spill or 
accident would have lasting impacts on the 
health of the traditional communities. 

“When our sacred places are exploited and 
mined and lost to development and 
globalization we are severed from the very 
essence of our people and our original 
strength,” declared traditional O’odham activist 
Ofelia Rivas during the December 2008 
Festival de la Dignia Rabia of the Zapatistas in 
Mexico City “Our land and water rights have 
been depleted and privatized.” 

Centro de Gestion de Residuos Integrates 
proposed the dump on the sacred site of 
Quitovac over 2 years ago. O’odham 
community activists, along with allies, 
O’odham Solidarity Project and Greenaction 
for Health and Environmental Justice, were 
notified in July 2008 that the company was no 
longer actively pursuing the permit. In recent 


months, CEGRI reopened negotiations to build 
the facility. The federal government in Mexico, 
as well as the state government of Sonora, has 
already approved the project. Only the. local 
government of Sonoyta has not issued the 
permits that CEGRI needs to break ground. 

“The US EPA has failed to speak out to 
protect the O’odham who are US Citizens and 
would be affected by the dump,” states 
supporter Bradley Angel of the San Francisco- 
based Greenaction for Health and 
Environmental Justice. He continued, “The US 
EPA has the power to inform the Mexican 
government of the true impacts of this 
proposed waste facility and pressure them to 
stop this proposal for good.” 

Please contact the following entities to let 
them know you oppose the building of this 
toxic dump: The Mexican Embassy 

Washington, DC; Tel: 202.728.1600 Fax: 
202.234.4498. The Mexican Consulate in San 
Francisco Tel: 415.354.1700 

Fax:415.495.3971. Alfonso Flores, Mexican 
Secretary of the Environment: 
tel:+52 5556 243342 Fax:+ 52 5556 243589 

For more information, contact: the O’odham 
Rights Cultural & Environmental Justice 
Coalition and the O’odham Voice Against the 
Wall: (520)349-5484, uyarivas@hotmail.com. 
The Dry River Collective in Tucson, AZ: 
info@dryriver.org. Greenaction for Health and 
Environmental Justice, SF: (415)248-5010, 
greenaction@greenaction.org 

More information on the issue can be found 
at the O’odham Solidarity Project website, 
http://www.tiamatpublications.com/odham_soli 
darity_project.html. 


transgender, intersex, genderqueer, 
androgynous and womyn identified folk will be 
able to share skills in an empowering 
environment. We will be exploring the land 
before all the RRR attendees arrive, and we 


transgender, intersex, genderqueer, 
androgynous and womyn identified and would 
like to get involved in the organizing, or would 
like to give a workshop, please get in touch! 
twac@riseup.net http://twac.wordpress.com" 
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Every year Earth Firstlers hold the Round 
River Rendezvous to discuss past actions, 
plan for future actions and rebuild community. 
This year the RRR will be in Cascadia, June 
29 -July 6, 2009 

Each morning will begin with morning circle, 
a good opportunity to see who rolled into camp 
during the night and hear what the day has to 
offer. Then it’s on to workshops (bring some 
ideas for workshops you would like to be 
involved in, or lead), hiking, or hanging-out in 
the beautiful Pacific Northwest. In the evenings 
there may be fires (depends on rainfall), folks 
singing and dancing, or quiet times with pals 
you rarely see. It’s up to you. Bring toys, learn 
new games to teach us, come with ideas to 
share. Costumes, instruments, skits and songs 
are needed to make the all-day EcoWarriors 
Rally on Saturday, July 4, truly entertaining. 

There is lots of work that goes into throwing 
such a really cool party. And you get to be 
involved in that too. Because the Rendezvous 
is a communal gathering j everyone is 
encouraged to pitch in. You can help by 
iiauling water, gathering firewood, digging 
shitters, taking a turn at security or welcoming 
newcomers. 

Although they are not invited there are 


bound to be media and law enforcement 
creeping around, so act accordingly. On that 
note, offensive behavior, alcohol-induced or 
otherwise, will not be tolerated. There will be a 
conflict resolution team on hand to deal with 
any problems. So please, come with respect; 
for yourself, your surroundings and others. 

And_ test we forget,we are going to be in the 
wilderness. It can be dangerous so come 
prepared. Be self-sufficient and intelligent 
about your choices. You will be hiking with 
your gear to the site. Earth First! has always 
maintained its belief in self-reliability. 

You’ll be happier if you bring: musical 
instruments, food, flashlight and batteries, a 
tent or something to keep the mosquitoes out 
of your snoozing nostrils, insect repellent, 
sunscreen and a hat, raingear and tarps, 
personal first aid supplies, water containers 
and a water filter, compass, cooking and 
eating utensils, birth and disease control, toilet 
paper and other personal necessities. 

Don’t bring: Dogs, bad attitudes, and 
anything you are not prepared to pack out! 

Cascadia Earth First!, P.O. Box 11662, 
Portland, OR 97211 http://www.2009rrr.org — 
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travel with an array of art and culture, including 
musicians, puppet shows, and merchandise 
(stickers, books, shirts, etc.), to promote the 
vibrancy and visibility of radical ecological 
resistance. 
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List-serves and websites aren’t 


are scrambling for crumbs and cutting deals 
with the industry for shallow public relations 
victories. Earth First! must rise and recognize 
that its presence is a strong component of 
making the broader environmental movement 
truly effective. As an EF! co-founder, Howie 
Wolke, has put it, we are the lions of a 




















Quitovac over 2 years ago. O’odham 
community activists, along with allies, 
O'odham Solidarity Project and Greenaction 
for Health and Environmental Justice, were 
notified in July 2008 that the company was no 
longer actively pursuing the permit. In recent 


A band of eco-rebels is crossing the US 
Empire to renew a fighting movement that can 
stop this industrial nightmare from choking the 
life out of the earth: the Earth First Roadshow! 

The need for resistance in solidarity with the 
wild has never been louder or clearer than it is 
today; the roadshow is a tool for growing that 
resistance. There are countless examples to 
draw from in the story of radical movements 
before us: militant labor organizing tours, anti¬ 
fascist resistance recruitment and international 
speaking tours to build cross-border solidarity. 
The origin of Earth First! itself is credited to a 
few roadshows that kicked it all off in the early 
1980s. We are building on this tradition; akin to 
a fellowship crossing Middle Earth to amass 
insurgents to face Mordor head-on. 

Where are we going? 

If you live in the US, there is a good chance 
that we will be coming close enough to your 
home for you to get involved. The roadshow 
started at the Organizers' Conference in 
Arizona and will end at the Round River 
Rendezvous in Cascadia The schedule so far 
looks roughly like this: 


greenaction@greenaction.org 
More information on the issue can be found 
at the O’odham Solidarity Project website, 
http://www.tiamatpublications.com/odham_soli 
darity_project.html. 


is a communal gathering^ everyone is 
encouraged to pitch in. You can help by 
hauling water, gathering firewood, digging 
shifters, taking a turn at security or welcoming 
newcomers. 

Although they are not invited there are 
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travel with an array of art and culture, including 
musicians, puppet shows, and merchandise 
(stickers, books, shirts, etc.), to promote the 
vibrancy and visibility of radical ecological 
resistance. 


May- across the Great Lakes and the Great 
Plains 

June-around the Wild Rockies out to the 
Pacific Coast 

Does your community want to plan a 3-day 
regional weekend gathering with direct action 
trainings and sessions on Earth First! history, 
vision and strategy? Are there pending action 
plans that we could lend support to en route? 
The Roadshow will be traveling with a variety 
of skills, topics and resources, including: 


List-serves and websites aren’t 
enough 

This Roadshow’s primary intention is to 
strengthen our radical grassroots ecological 
network. For almost 30 years, Earth First! has 
been an organized voice bridging conservation 
biology with grassroots community organizing, 
road blockading and eco-sabotage. In the past 
5 years we have seen numbers and 
experience in the EF! movement decline 
drastically. Yet, our place has never been 
more urgent. New groups are popping up 



forming affinity groups and planning direct 
action; blockading, climbing and occupations; 
bioregional news from campaigns and projects 
around the country; tools for challenging 
oppression; up-to-date news on resisting the 
Greenscare; independent and corporate media 
work; community organizing strategies; and 
more. A primary goal of the tour is to build the 
skill-base of our network. If you are looking to 
have specific areas of interests covered, let us 
know and we can tailor the stops to meet 
local/regional desires. We are also looking to 


across the country, but they are detached from 
many of the groups, history, and skills that 
came before them. We can’t afford to stumble 
and make the same mistakes over again. 

Now that the reality of climate change is 
finally sinking into the mainstream 
consciousness, the same superpowers that 
push so-called ‘free trade’ policies to exploit 
wild nature more efficiently are promoting 
carbon trading in attempt to make a profitable 
industry out of the disasters they've created. 
The spineless Big Green environmental NGOs 


eating utensils, birth and disease control, toilet 
paper and other personal necessities. 

Don’t bring: Dogs, bad attitudes, and 
anything you are not prepared to pack out! 

Cascadia Earth First!, P.O. Box 11662, 
Portland, OR 97211 http://www.2009rrr.org — 


are scrambling for crumbs and cutting deals 
with the industry for shallow public relations 
victories. Earth First! must rise and recognize 
that its presence is a strong component of 
making the broader environmental movement 
truly effective. As an EF! co-founder, Howie 
Wolke, has put it, we are the lions of a 
movement “ecosystem”. Our niche is critical, 
and its presence (or absence) is felt deeply by 
our surroundings. 

Building a Broader Movement 

We need to reconnect to the multi- 
generational aspect of Earth First! that has 
fallen by the wayside in recent years. We need 
to broaden our network's base—from radical 
rural grandparents to revolutionary urban 
youth. We need to re-establish lost 
relationships with scholars and scientists 
whose ideas resonate with ours. We need to 
re-inspire musicians and artists to contribute 
their passion to our battles. When it comes 
down to it, solid movements are based on 
strong personal relationships; and real 
relationships don’t go very far over the internet. 
We need face-to-face interaction to build trust 
with—and support for—each other. 

Fight for the Life of the Earth First! 
Journal 

In a time where internet communication is 
facilitating the end of print media, including 
many mainstream news outlets, we are 
challenged to sustain our movement’s basic, 
primary medium of communication: the printed 
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By Cass K. Dia 

Imagine a land with lush ancient forests, 
infinite shades of green, exotic creatures and a 
picturesque rocky coastline. Cascadia is the 
portion of the Pacific Northwest west of the 
Cascade Mountains that ranges from northern 
California up to the southern tip of Alaska. It is 
also a land scarred by a history of ongoing 
conflict between timber barons and grassroots 
environmental movements. Within the zone of 
an internationally recognized biodiversity 
heritage site (the Klamath-Rogue-Umpqua 
Watersheds) we are preparing for the 
onslaught of thousands of acres of clear-cuts 
and devastation this summer. 

In western Oregon we are launching a forest 
defense campaign that will include many 
creative tools such as non-violent direct action 
(tree sits and more!), picnics, education, 
colorful community creation, media outreach, 
double dutch competitions, broad outreach, 
hikes, puppet shows, engaging 
representatives, and lobbying. We will be here 
fighting together for the forests we love. We 
will have a camp in the forest and friendly 
houses in the city and we're inviting comrades 
young and less young, experienced and less 
experienced to join us for a summer, a month 
orjustafew days. 

We are currently faced with the 
implementation of the Western Oregon Plan 
Revisions (WOPR) enacted on Dec. 31, 2008; 
a last attempt by the Bush Administration to 
attack what remains of this nation’s ancient 
forests. The WOPR allows the Bureau of Land 


its responsibilities under Clinton's Northwest 
Forest Plan (NWFP) and increase logging by 
436%! 70% of this new logging under the 
WOPR would be clearcuts! Of our last 
remaining old growth stands, 100,000 acres 
would be cut and existing riparian zone 
protections would be cut by half. With over 
30,000 official public comments against the 
WOPR, the BLM is clearly ignoring public 
opinion with these plans. This summer we 
shall make them listen. 

Unfortunately, the WOPR is not the only 
thing we have to worry about. The BLM has 
also auctioned and awarded the ‘rights’ to 
slaughter more than 25,000 acres of public 
forests this summer, altogether separate from 
WOPR plans. Since 2004, the Oregon BLM 
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has been found guilty of breaking federal law 
by 9th Circuit federal courts in at least six 
separate cases involving timber sales in 
southern Oregon. When breaking the law 
becomes tiresome one can always change the 
law, with enough money, as we have seen with 
the WOPR. Another imminently threatened 
area, Elliot State Forest, has sometimes 
slipped under the radar. State forests are 
managed by the Oregon Department of 


Forestry and unlike federal forests have no 
public input process at all. Much of the Elliot is 
speckled with clearcuts and herbicides but 
nearly half of the Elliot has never been logged. 
This summer 500 acres of Elliot State Forest 
are set to be cut. 

In the times of Oregon past, such policy 
changes have met with tangible, on-the-ground 
resistance. After Clinton passed the Salvage 
rider in 1996 (a 16 month suspension of NWFP 
protections) defenders of Warner Creek 
mounted the longest road-blockade in U.S. 
history, the largest mass arrest in Eugene 
since the Vietnam War. The first Cascadia 
Summer was organized in 2003 to confront 
similar erosions of environmental laws on 
public forest lands inspired by Judi Bari (rest 
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her soul) and the work of Redwood Summer. 
This is only the latest season of resistance 
here in Cascadia; our heritage is rich. 

In these bleak times we stand with the last 
5% of this country’s old-growth. Countless 
sister and brother creatures and their homes in 
the forest are in danger. The spotted owl 
continues its 4% a year descent into extinction. 
Approximately 40,000 rural Oregonians live 
within one half-mile of BLM land and the 



security of their homes, drinking water, and 
local economies are already under assault. In 
the face of these concerns WOPR timber 
harvesting would further scar 1 million acres. 

As long as the forests are threatened and 
we are able, every summer will be Cascadia 
Summer. The government repression of the 
last few years has weakened our communities, 
and many of our comrades are held hostage 
by the prison state; but our resistance cannot, 
and shall, not fade away. With the global 
economic crisis we have a window of unique 
opportunity: the compulsive building has 
slowed and timber prices are severely 
slumped. These companies cannot afford to 
deal with costly opposition. We invite you to 
join us in joyful resistance and ecological 
defense. Where will you be this summer when 
the chainsaws roll and the trees cry out? 

Important Dates in Cascadia this 
2009 summer 

May 23-25 Cascadia Summer Campaign 
Action Camp 

June 20-26 Trans and Womyns Action Camp 
June 29-July 6 Earth First! Round River 
Rendezvous 

July 8-July 15 EF! Climbers Guild Intensive 
Climb Camp 

To contact your Cascadian welcoming 
committee, for more information, or to get 
involved in any capacity, please visit 
forestdefensenow.org or email 

forestdefensenow@gmail.com. We’ll see you 
in the woods, we'll see you in town, in the 
legislature, on the street or wherever you 
frequent, there we shall meet. 
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By Cass K. Dia 

Imagine a land with lush ancient forests, 
infinite shades of green, exotic creatures and a 
picturesque rocky coastline. Cascadia is the 
portion of the Pacific Northwest west of the 
Cascade Mountains that ranges from northern 
California up to the southern tip of Alaska. It is 
also a land scarred by a history of ongoing 
conflict between timber barons and grassroots 
environmental movements. Within the zone of 
an internationally recognized biodiversity 
heritage site (the Klamath-Rogue-Umpqua 
Watersheds) we are preparing for the 
onslaught of thousands of acres of clear-cuts 
and devastation this summer. 

In western Oregon we are launching a forest 
defense campaign that will include many 
creative tools such as non-violent direct action 
(tree sits and more!), picnics, education, 
colorful community creation, media outreach, 
double dutch competitions, broad outreach, 
hikes, puppet shows, engaging 
representatives, and lobbying. We will be here 
fighting together for the forests we love. We 
will have a camp in the forest and friendly 
houses in the city and we're inviting comrades 
young and less young, experienced and less 
experienced to join us for a summer, a month 
or just a few days. 

We are currently faced with the 
implementation of the Western Oregon Plan 
Revisions (WOPR) enacted on Dec. 31, 2008; 
a last attempt by the Bush Administration to 
attack what remains of this nation's ancient 
forests. The WOPR allows the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) to completely renege on 


its responsibilities under Clinton’s Northwest 
Forest Plan (NWFP) and increase logging by 
436%! 70% of this new logging under the 
WOPR would be clearcuts! Of our last 
remaining old growth stands, 100,000 acres 
would be cut and existing riparian zone 
protections would be cut by half. With over 
30,000 official public comments against the 
WOPR, the BLM is clearly ignoring public 
opinion with these plans. This summer we 
shall make them listen. 

Unfortunately, the WOPR is not the only 
thing we have to worry about. The BLM has 
also auctioned and awarded the ‘rights’ to 
slaughter more than 25,000 acres of public 
forests this summer, altogether separate from 
WOPR plans. Since 2004, the Oregon BLM 
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has been found guilty of breaking federal law 
by 9th Circuit federal courts in at least six 
separate cases involving timber sales in 
southern Oregon. When breaking the law 
becomes tiresome one can always change the 
law, with enough money, as we have seen with 
the WOPR. Another imminently threatened 
area, Elliot State Forest, has sometimes 
slipped under the radar. State forests are 
managed by the Oregon Department of 


Forestry and unlike federal forests have no 
public input process at all. Much of the Elliot is 
speckled with clearcuts and herbicides but 
nearly half of the Elliot has never been logged. 
This summer 500 acres of Elliot State Forest 
are set to be cut. 

In the times of Oregon past, such policy 
changes have met with tangible, on-the-ground 
resistance. After Clinton passed the Salvage 
rider in 1996 (a 16 month suspension of NWFP 
protections) defenders of Warner Creek 
mounted the longest road-blockade in U.S. 
history, the largest mass arrest in Eugene 
since the Vietnam War. The first Cascadia 
Summer was organized in 2003 to confront 
similar erosions of environmental laws on 
public forest lands inspired by Judi Bari (rest 

her soul) and the work of Redwood Summer. 
This is only the latest season of resistance 
here in Cascadia; our heritage is rich. 

In these bleak times we stand with the last 
5% of this country's old-growth. Countless 
sister and brother creatures and their homes in 
the forest are in danger. The spotted owl 
continues its 4% a year descent into extinction. 
Approximately 40,000 rural Oregonians live 
within one half-mile of BLM land and the 



security of their homes, drinking water, and 
local economies are already under assault. In 
the face of these concerns WOPR timber 
harvesting would further scar 1 million acres. 

As long as the forests are threatened and 
we are able, every summer will be Cascadia 
Summer. The government repression of the 
last few years has weakened our communities, 
and many of our comrades are held hostage 
by the prison state; but our resistance cannot, 
and shall, not fade away. With the global 
economic crisis we have a window of unique 
opportunity: the compulsive building has 
slowed and timber prices are severely 
slumped. These companies cannot afford to 
deal with costly opposition. We invite you to 
join us in joyful resistance and ecological 
defense. Where will you be this summer when 
the chainsaws roll and the trees cry out? 

Important Dates in Cascadia this 
2009 summer 

May 23-25 Cascadia Summer Campaign 
Action Camp 

June 20-26 Trans and Womyns Action Camp 
June 29-July 6 Earth First! Round River 
Rendezvous 

July 8-July 15 EF! Climbers Guild Intensive 
Climb Camp 

To contact your Cascadian welcoming 
committee, for more information, or to get 
involved in any capacity, please visit 
forestdefensenow.org or email 

forestdefensenow@gmail.com. We’ll see you 
in the woods, we’ll see you in town, in the 
legislature, on the street or wherever you 
frequent, there we shall meet. 
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Earth First! Journal. Doing this means 
boosting the subscription/distribution base, 
plain and simple. And the roadshow is a 
chance to do that across the country. If, or 
when, the lights go out, we will have the 
inspiration of photos and stories spanning 3 
decades that we can hold in our hands and 
read out loud to each other by fire light, and 
pass on to the next generations. We shouldn't 
let go of that, no matter how tempting the 
allure of free online publishing might get. If this 
publication is lost, it will be a blow to all of our 
efforts in defense our land, our water, our 
neighborhoods, the animals, and the entire 
amazing wild process of life's evolution on this 
planet. 

To book a stop in Cascadia, please contact 
Stephanie@RisingTideNorthAmerica.org 

West Coast Schedule 

6/13- HQ- 528 Sinclair St, Reno, NV 

6/14- Station 40- 3030B 16th Street, SF. 7-10p 

6/15- Long Haul Infoshop- 3124 Shattuck, 

Berkeley, CA 

6/16- 6/18- Areata, CA 

6/19- 6/22- Trans & Womyn's Action Camp 

6/23- Eugene, OR 

6/24- Evergreen State College- Olympia, WA 
6/25- Reed College, Portland, OR 
6/26- Astoria, OR 

6/27- Red & Black SE 12th & Oak, Portland, 

OR 

6/28- Let Live Conference, PSU, Portland, OR, 
6/29- Cascadia Earth First! Round River 
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By Roadblockef 

Organizing in Southern Indiana against' 
construction of Interstate 69 remains vital to 
combating the systematic destruction of 
community, working conditions, and the earth. 
Interstate 69 — a superhighway project 
already constructed from Canada to 
Indianapolis and projected to extend down into 
Mexico — is an important component of both 
NAFTA and the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas. It is slated to run from Michigan to 
Texas, eventually connecting to the highways 
of the Plan Puebla Panama to facilitate trade 
and exploitation of workers and land 
throughout the Americas. 

Construction of 1-69 through southwestern 
Indiana has just begun. With it will come 
eviction for over 400 rural families, destruction 
of hundreds of acres of land, and devastation 
of the habitats of countless species of plants 
and animals, many of them already 
endangered. 

Campaigning has been in hibernation for 
the winter. What we need now are motivated 
folks who are willing to commit energy and 
resources toward mobilizing landowners and 
activists. Housing is available in Evansville for 


those ready to assist in decelerating the 
construction of this road. 

An assortment of actions to resist 1-69 have 
occurred to date in Indiana and around the 
country. We have demonstrated at the offices 
of companies and homes of key figures 
responsible for construction, including 
Gohmann Asphalt Company, Michael Baker 
Corporation, HNTB Corporation, Bernardin, 
Lochmueller, and Associates, Earth Tech, and 
Chase Bank (owners of Washington Mutual). 
We’ve locked down, set up a tree-sit, and 
dropped banners to raise awareness about 
and opposition to NAFTA and 1-69. 

The neo-colonialist powers behind NAFTA 
are the friends of profit and the enemies of all 
iife and joy on this planet. Where we see 
people, they see workers to be exploited. We 
see the beauty and wildness of the natural 
world and they see resources to be extracted 
and sold in their markets. The fight against 
NAFTA is not just an act of solidarity, but an 
act of self-defense. Don’t let the cage of global 
capitalism be erected around you. Resisting 
NAFTA and the infrastructure that makes it 
possible is crucial to all of our survival. 

For more info check stopi69.wordpress.com 
or email roadblockef@yahoo.com 
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Daniel McGowan is serving a seven-year- 
sentence for charges relating to two arsons, 
one at the Superior Lumber and the other at 
Jefferson Poplar in Clatskanie, Oregon. 
Jefferson Poplar was doing research on 
genetically modified trees. The experiments 
were centered on creating more branches on 
trees to increase production for pulping. 
Despite the fact that no human beings were 
harmed in these actions, the government 
originally sought terrorism enhancement on the 
charges as a part of their Operation Backfire— 
the Green Scare. Daniel took a plea bargain, 
but refused to cooperate in the government’s 
attempts to persecute others in the movement. 
Daniel is housed in the notorious Marion 
Prison, which saw inmat’s in 1972 unite across 
racial lines to challenge the “form of permanent 
living death" that define the conditions there. 
Sadly those conditions have become more 
oppressive since then. 

By Daniel McGowan 

I am writing to you today from Lil' 
Guantanamo—better known as the CMU or 
Communication Management Unit at United 
States Prison Marion. 

For those who don’t know, the Bureau of 
Prisons operates two known CMUs — one 
here within the medium security prison in 
Marion, Illinois and the other at FCI Terre 
Haute, Indiana. (Information is scarce and 
secretive—you won't find anything on the 
Bureau of Prisons or Department of 'Justice' 
websites either. I have heard of a female CMU 
at the medical center in Fort Worth, Texas, but 
it is presently unconfirmed.) 

I am here with 19 other men — a majority of 
those who are Muslim and/or with “terrorism” 
cases (overwhelmingly, complex conspiracy 
cases you have read about in the news). 
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month at all other federal prisons) and one 
four-hour non-contact visit per month (at the 
last prison I was at, we got up to eight days 


MATCH 


subcommittee in July 2008), the BOP houses 
just over 1,200 terrorists (of which 200 are 
international) Yet—I don’t hear anyone 

complaining. 

The US government is operating two known ■! 
secret units in their system, completely in 
violation of federal law. No prisoner at the 
CMU was afforded due process through a ; 
hearing to contest placement here nor were 
our lawyers or families told when we s 
disappeared. Knowing the plan would be i 
wildly unpopular, former president Bush and ii 
Attorney General Gonzales just went ahead I 
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By PB Floyd 

Economic dislocation and pain has always 
given rise to creative forms of protest, direct 
action and rebellion. Right now, the French are 
showing the way with a wave of “boss- 
nappings” — when the boss tries to close a 
factory or layoff workers, the workers lock 
managers inside and won’t let them leave until 
demands for better severance pay are met. 
But outrage has been overflowing all over from 
unrest in Bolivia to Greek farmers blocking 
roads to riots in Vladivostok, Russia, and 
clashes with police in Reykjavik, Iceland. At 
the recent G20 protest in London, hundreds of 
people smashed the windows of the Royal 
Bank of Scotland. 

The US has a powerful history of action 
during hard economic times — from general 

A world in which all our 
needs are increasingly 
met through the market— 
rather than voluntarily by 
other people around us— 
replaces meaning, depth 
and intimacy with 
distraction, superficial 

interactions, anc j 

loneliness. 

strikes to bread riots to widespread squatting 
that occurred during the depression in the 
1930s. And while protest in the US often lags 
behind the rest of the world these davs. thinas 


56 hours of contact-visit a month. Contact with 
our family, friends and communities is what 
makes doing time easier and more bearable. 
It allows us to actually see a healthy future for 
ourselves after release. The restriction of 
contact—for no disciplinary reason 
whatsoever—is appalling. Given this, the 
question is “What’s the purpose of the CMU”? 

It is probably safe to say that being housed 
at the CMU accelerates the isolation, 
frustration and alienation that prisoners feel. 
The BOP claims I am here because of my 
offense conduct—not my behavior in prison— 
and that I am here for “better communication 
management”, not 


a political prisoner or “terrorist" unit? Is 
or appropriate to segregate prisoners based on 
their religion? Is my identification with the 
social justice, prison reform and environmental 
movement the real issue here? One can 
guess, but the BOP isn’t being clear on this 
(big shock!). 

That brings me to my final points. As you 
certainly know, President Obama has vowed to 
close the prison for ’terrorist’ suspects at 
Guantanamo Bay. The backlash occurring 
right now in the media is all too predictable. 
Yesterday I read an article about the NIMBY 
(not in my backyard) approach being taken by 
legislatures all over the countny. No one wants 
these scary, super-evil 'terrorist' suspects 
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harmed in these actions , the government 
originally sought terrorism enhancement on the 
charges as a part of their Operation Backfire— 
the Green Scare. Daniel took a plea bargain, 
but refused to cooperate in the government’s 
attempts to persecute others in the movement 
Daniel is housed in the notorious Marion 
Prison, which saw inmat’s in 1972 unite across 
racial lines to challenge the “form of permanent 
living death” that define the conditions there. 
Sadly those conditions have become more 
oppressive since then. 

By Daniei McGowan 

1 am writing to you today from Lil’ 
Guantanamo—better known as the CMU or 
Communication Management Unit at United 
States Prison Marion. 

For those who don’t know, the Bureau of 
Prisons operates two known CMUs — one 
here within the medium security prison in 
Marion, Illinois and the other at FCi Terre 
Haute, Indiana. (Information is scarce and 
secretive—you won’t find anything on the 
Bureau of Prisons or Department of ‘Justice’ 
websites either. I have heard of a female CMU 
at the medical center in Fort Worth, Texas, but 
it is presently unconfirmed.) 

I am here with 19 other men — a majority of 
those who are Muslim and/or with “terrorism” 
cases (overwhelmingly, complex conspiracy 
cases you have read about in the news). 
Despite the fact that the US considers myself 
and many of my fellow prisoners “terrorists” or 
violent, peace is the norm here. 

The unit itself is completely segregated from 
the 900+ men imprisoned at the medium- 
security prisons to the point of absurdity. For 
instance, when we go to medical, all other 
prisoners must be locked out of our sight to 
prevent any contact. We live on four ranges 
with a small recreation yard. However, it’s the 
limiting of our communication with the outside 
world that is most egregious and damaging to 
our well-being. We are afforded one phone 
call a week (compared to 300 minutes per 


It allows us to actually see a healthy future for 
ourselves after release. The restriction of 
contact—for no disciplinary reason 
whatsoever—is appalling. Given this, the 
question is “What’s the purpose of the CMU”? 

It is probably safe to say that being housed 
at the CMU accelerates the isolation, 
frustration and alienation that prisoners feel. 
The BOP claims I am here because of my 
offense conduct—not my behavior in prison— 
and that I am here for “better communication 
management”, not disciplinary reasons. Is this 


a political prisoner or “terrorist” unit? Is it iegal 
or appropriate to segregate prisoners based on 
their religion? Is my identification with the 
social justice, prison reform and environmental 
movement the real issue here? One can 
guess, but the BOP isn’t being clear on this 
(big shock!). 

That brings me to my final points. As you 
certainly know, President Obama has vowed to 
close the prison for ‘terrorist’ suspects at 
Guantanamo Bay. The backlash occurring 
right now in the media is all too predictable. 
Yesterday I read an article about the NIMBY 
(not in my backyard) approach being taken by 
legislatures all over the country. No one wants 
these scary, super-evil ‘terrorist’ suspects 
(remember—they are not convicted of 
anything) in “their” state. What was ironic is 
that some of politicians are from Kansas, 
Indianan and Colorado—which already have 
large federal institutions housing ‘terrorists’. In 
fact, FCI Terre Haute in Indiana has a CMU 
with 52 prisoners operating in secret for two 
years now. Colorado has the lone ’Supermax’ 
prison in Florence which houses many 
prisoners convicted of terrorism charges. I 
wonder—are the CMUs so secret that 
politicians from Indiana and Illinois don’t even 
know they exist or are they just hypocrites? 
According to the director of the BOP (in 
testimony given before a congressional 



subcommittee in July 2008), the'BOP houses 
just over 1,200 terrorists (of which 200 are! 
international). Yet—I don’t hear anyone 

complaining. 

The US government is operating two known f 
secret units in their system, completely in | 
violation of federal law. No prisoner at the 1 
CMU was afforded due process through a I 
hearing to contest placement here nor were ’ 
our lawyers or families told when we 
disappeared. Knowing the plan would be 1 
wildly unpopular, former president Bush and 
Attorney General Gonzales just went ahead 
and implemented these units. Will Obama and 
his Attorney General Eric Holder live up to their 
promises to not only close Guantanamo Bay £ 
but also, act in a just manner and close Lil’ I 
Guantanamo? It’s time to make amends for . 
the mistakes of the Bush administration— 
please spread the word on this and don't let us I 
wallow in secrecy here. Thank you for your : 
support and care. 

Daniel McGowan #63794-053 
USP Marion 
PO Box 1000 
Marion, IL 62959 

PS: consult my supersite for updates § 
www.supportdaniel.org 


snowing me way witn a wave or Doss- 
nappings” — when the boss tries to close a 
factory or layoff workers, the workers lock 
managers inside and won’t let them leave until 
demands for better severance pay are met. 
But outrage has been overflowing all over from 
unrest in Bolivia to Greek farmers blocking 
roads to riots in Vladivostok, Russia, and 
clashes with police in Reykjavik, Iceland. At 
the recent G20 protest in London, hundreds of 
people smashed the windows of the Royal 
Bank of Scotland. 

The US has a powerful history of action 
during hard economic times — from general 
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,A world in which all our 
needs are increasingly 
met through the market— 
rather than voluntarily by 
other people around us— 
replaces meaning, depth 
and intimacy with 
distraction, superficial 

interactions, and 

loneliness. 
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strikes to bread riots to widespread squatting 

that occurred during the depression in the 
1930s. And while protest in the US often lags 
behind the rest of the world these days, things 
haven't been totally boring in the USA. There 
have been marches on Wall Street and in 
Chicago, 300 members of the United Electrical 
workers seized their factory in December to 
protest its closing. 

Given that recessions are part of 
capitalism’s normal functioning, it isn’t always 
clear whether popular uprisings inspired by 
economic pain can go beyond purely reformist 
and limited goals. While it is encouraging to 
see more people in the streets and less 
respect for bosses, corporations, and authority, 
it makes no sense to demand “jobs,” “more 
economic activity” or “more money” out of 
precisely the same system that has let us 
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the 900+ men imprisoned at the medium- 
security prisons to the point of absurdity. For 
instance, when we go to medical, all other 
prisoners must be locked out of our sight to 
prevent any contact. We live on four ranges 
with a small recreation yard. However, it’s the 
limiting of our communication with the outside 
world that is most egregious and damaging to 
our well-being. We are afforded one phone 
call a week (compared to 300 minutes per 


large federal institutions housing ‘terrorists'. In 
fact, FCI Terre Haute in Indiana has a CMU 
with 52 prisoners operating in secret for two 
years now. Colorado has the lone ’Supermax’ 
prison in Florence which houses many 
prisoners convicted of terrorism charges. I 
wonder—are the CMUs so secret that 
politicians from Indiana and Illinois don’t even 
know they exist or are they just hypocrites? 
According to the director of the BOP (in 
testimony given before a congressional 


uuantanamor’ its time to make amends for 
the mistakes of the Bush administration— 
please spread the word on this and don’t let us 
wallow in secrecy here. Thank you for your 
support and care. 

Daniel McGowan #63794-053 
USP Marion 
PO Box 1000 
Marion, IL 62959 

PS: consult my supersite for updates 
www.supportdaniel.org 
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By Aaron Cometbus 

RIDING UP TELEGRAPH on the first day of 
spring, I was lost in a revenge daydream. My 
enemies were crowding onto a tiny boat bound 
for the South Seas—but just as I was leading 
the pink unicycle guy down the plank to join 
them, something jolted me out of my reverie. It 
was the insistent, incessant cry of a street 
hawker. I glanced around, expecting to find the 
faux biker who passed out fliers and ogled 
women on Telegraph throughout the Eighties, 
who quite recently returned from his two 
decade-long ride looking like he’d stopped 
along the way at the kind of rest areas where 
one spends years at a time. Much to my 
surprise, in place of the biker was a pair of 
young punks who’d commandeered his corner 
to peddle copies of Coupons, the newest 
fanzine in town. My heart was warmed by the 
sight: teams of dirty miscreants street-selling 
underground mags on the Ave., something 
rarely seen in Berkeley since the heady days 
of the Barb and Tribe. I hit the brakes, but they 
were none too effective, and three co-eds and 


the Joke Guy were forced to scatter as my 
rusty steed and I went careening over the curb. 
Coupons, however, proved well worth the 
crash. The rants of co-editors Hella Bekka and 
Rugrat acted as a soothing salve for my 
wounds, bringing comfort and inspiration that 
made me forget my physical pain. Do yourself 
a favor and find them on the corner, buy your 
own copy, and see if you feel the same. 
Comparisons to other new and mighty mags 
about town are not to be made lightly, but in 
this case “Asscactus with politics” is no idle 
boast. 

MEANWHILE, the local mainstream media 
is a mess. The Daily Cal, not daily in ages, 
failed to bring out their annual April Fools 
edition, the only copy all year worth picking up. 
Instead, the Eastbay Express stole the idea, 
but the result was an even less laughable 
version of their already unreadable rag. Hopes 
that the recent employee takeover would make 
the Express a decent paper have been 
dashed. The Oakland Tribune also continues 
tojimp along towards extinction, with a major 


merger the only real chance to save it. The 
question on everyone's minds is: if the Trib 
weds the San Francisco Chronicle, can it keep 
its first name? Like the Raiders and the A’s, 
without the “Oakland” it just wouldn’t be the 
same. Oakland Chronicle, anybody? With that 
on the masthead of the Bay Area’s main news 
source, S.F. would finally have to acknowledge 
the cultural hegemony of the Eastbay. Yeah 
baby, who brought you the Black Panthers, 
Philip K. Dick, riots, Blatz, Sheila E„ Too 
Short, and Fang? Without Oakland and 
Berkeley, the Bay Area would have just been 
Ferlinghetti, the Grateful Dead, and Herb 
Caen. 

RUMOR HAS IT that DeLauer’s new owners 
are considering trimming the newsstand’s 
beloved all-night hours; also that Black Oak 
Books may soon be moving downtown. 
Somewhat more certain is the relocation of 
Semifreddi’s Bakery, displaced from their 
longtime Emeryville digs by a land grab by 
Pixar Studios, the giant corporation next door. 
Semifreddi’s plans to resettle in an offshore 




retirement community moored ten miles south. 
Their departure to Alameda will leave E-ville 
with not one redeeming feature, and their 
dumpster (literally the breadbasket of the 
Eastbay) will be sorely missed. 

THE OAKLANDER IN ME: I took my date 
for an after-dinner drink at Colonial Donuts, the 
jewel in Lake Merritt’s necklace of lights. I 
thought I’d died and gone to heaven—who 
should we run into there but the Avengers, Bay 
Area punk legends! Penelope & co. sat there 
idling after their show at the Uptown, looking 
as cool as ever, and didn’t even kill us when 
we joined them uninvited. Thirty years of 
waiting in all-night dives for just such a chance 
meeting had finally paid off! The conversation 
was sparkling, with band members offering up 
opinions on German cultural mores, among 
other things. Then came the moment I’d been 
dreaming of my whole life: the queen of punk 
turned to me with a burning look in her eyes. 
“You of all people would know,” she purred. 
“Foot, where the fuck can we find food in this 
town after two A.M.?” Beaming with pride—but 
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FOR PEOPLE'S SPIRIT <fc SELF ORGANIZING 


down. The recession is causing pain for people 
precisely because the economy has so much 
power over people's lives — demanding that 
the system start working “better” so it can even 
further dominate our lives makes no sense. 

Protests related to an economic downturn 
risk being myopic — addressing symptoms, 
but not causes; and seeking crumbs, not the 
whole pie. But popular eruptions don’t have to 
be so short-sighted. 

How can we seize on capitalism’s current 
self-inflicted wounds — widening tiny cracks 


create and sustain material inequality and 
misery, and that — in the process — are 
wreaking devastation on the environment. 1 
Right now millions of people see banks, the ~~ 
stock market, and the dog-eat-dog economy || 
as the problem, not the solution. 

A boss-napping in France that forces a 
company to pay an extra three months 
severance is ultimately not very threatening to 
capitalism. The workers are still accepting their 
status as workers and the bosses’ right to own 
the factory and close it if they like. The extra 


f. technological improvements leave us poorer in 
^ the things that really matter. When the 
economy is healthy, we are robbed of our time 
to invest in relationships and community. A 
world in which all our needs are increasingly 
™ met through the market — rather than 
voluntarily by other people around us — 
replaces meaning, depth and intimacy with 
distraction, superficial interactions, and 
loneliness. 

~^The gross domestic product grows as more 


fully aware of the environmental consequences i 
of capitalism’s model of limitless economic 1 
growth. During the Great Depression, it was | 
clear that capitalism led to economic f 
inequality, arbitrary displacement and misery. | 
Capitalism meant millions would live alienated, • 
meaningless lives based on mechanistic i|l 


into huge breaches in its rotten facade? In the 


consumption and production, rather than I 
humanistic pursuits of freedom, joy and If 
beauty. In the 1930s, the scale of world f| 
capitalism and the state of environmental fi 
awareness made it difficult to understand 
capitalism’s even more dramatic flaw: a model | 
that requires limitless growth cannot coexist || 
with a finite planet. 

The subprime mortgage recession of 20081 
— or whatever future generations may If 
eventually call these times — is occurring . 
within a far different context. Now, perhaps the || 
chief indictment against the system is on fl 
environmental grounds. The idea of restoring !| 
the economy to “normal” becomes even more || 
sinister when one considers the health of the || 
world’s ecosystems. 

Will the failures of the capitalist economy || 
beyond temporary layoffs be on trial during this 1 
long, hot summer of discontent? Can a factory | 
occupation demand not just severance pay, 
but that the factory be turned over to its j 
workers rather than closed? And once we own |f 
the factory, will we redirect its function away 1 
from producing limitlessly for profit and | 
consumerism, and towards manufacturing ff 
things we actually need in a way that doesn’t j| 
undermine our ability to live on a fragile §f 
planet? Or will we decide we don’t need 1 
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power over people’s lives — demanding that 
the system start working “better” so it can even 
further dominate our lives makes no sense. 

Protests related to an economic downturn 
risk being myopic — addressing symptoms, 
but not causes, and seeking crumbs, not the 
whole pie. But popular eruptions don’t have to 
be so short-sighted. 

How can we seize on capitalism’s current 
self-inflicted wounds — widening tiny cracks 


misery, and that — in the process — are 
wreaking devastation on the environment. 
Right now millions of people see banks, the 
stock market, and the dog-eat-dog economy 
as the problem, not the solution. 

A boss-napping in France that forces a 
company to pay an extra three months 
severance is ultimately not very threatening to 
capitalism. The workers are still accepting their 
status as workers and the bosses’ right to own 
the factory and close it if they like. The extra 


technological improvements leave us poorer in 
the things that really matter. When the 
economy is healthy, we are robbed of our time 
to invest in relationships and community. A 
world in which all our needs are increasingly 
met through the market — rather than 
voluntarily by other people around us — 
replaces meaning, depth and intimacy with 
distraction, superficial interactions, and 
loneliness. 

domestic product grows as more 


into huge breaches in its rotten facade? In the 
last issue of Slingshot, I suggested that the 
recession creates opportunities for people to 
build alternative economic structures outside 
the capitalist system that can enable us to live 
more sustainably during the recession and 
after it is over. These alternative structures can 
replace competition, consumption, and 
privatization with cooperation, sharing, and a 
broad re-evaluation of what we really need to 
make us happy and free. 

The other opportunities opened by the 
economic collapse are exciting chances to 
mount direct attacks on the structures of 
capitalism, industrialization, and hierarchy that 


wages can be factored in as a cost of doing 
business. The manager taken hostage is 
usually jusr another paid employee of a big 
corporation — not all that close to the people 
who are really in charge. Such an action fails 
to question the flaws in the system that run 
deeper than a periodic downturn leading to 
some layoffs, business failures and 
foreclosures. How can such actions be put in 
a broader context and make wider demands? 

Even when the capitalist economy is 
booming and consumption is growing, all the 
hours spent at work, new products to buy, and 


and more people eat highly processed food 
transported over great distances, and fewer 
and fewer people have the time to grow their 
own food in a garden and sit with friends 
cooking a slow supper. The mainstream 
assumption that more money, consumption 
and higher production improves the “standard 
of living” or human happiness is absurd — 
based on manufactured misunderstandings 
about what really matters. 

This recession is perhaps the first major 
economic collapse since society has become 


fully aware of the environmental consequences 
of capitalism’s model of limitless economic 
growth. During the Great Depression, it was 
clear that capitalism led to economic 
inequality, arbitrary displacement and misery. 
Capitalism meant millions would live alienated, 
meaningless lives based on mechanistic 


consumption and production, rather than 
humanistic pursuits of freedom, joy and 
beauty. In the 1930s, the scale of world 
capitalism and the state of environmental 
awareness made it difficult to understand 
capitalism’s even more dramatic flaw: a model 
that requires limitless growth cannot coexist 
with a finite planet. 

The subprime mortgage recession of 2008 
— or whatever future generations may 
eventually call these times — is occurring 
within a far different context. Now, perhaps the 
chief indictment against the system is on 
environmental grounds. The idea of restoring 
the economy to “normal” becomes even more 
sinister when one considers the health of the 
world’s ecosystems. 

Will the failures of the capitalist economy 
beyond temporary layoffs be on trial during this 
long, hot summer of discontent? Can a factory 
occupation demand not just severance pay, 
but that the factory be turned over to its 
workers rather than closed? And once we own 
the factory, will we redirect its function away 
from producing limitlessly for profit and 
consumerism, and towards manufacturing 
things we actually need in a way that doesn’t 
undermine our ability to live on a fragile 
planet? Or will we decide we don’t need 
factories and the stuff they make at all? 

Militant tactics like wildcat strikes, bread 
riots and neighborhood eviction defense 
contain within them very important seeds for a 
different world. Each of these actions 
represents people alone or in groups stepping 
outside the dream world of the system — a 
world of consumers and spectators powerless 
to control their own lives. To the contrary, 
when you're in the streets, you are a full 
participant in history, not a passive observer. 
You’re helping to determine what will happen 
next and how social institutions shall be 
organized or transformed. 
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transported over great distances, and fewer 
and fewer people have the time to grow their 
own food in a garden and sit with friends 
cooking a slow supper. The mainstream 
assumption that more money, consumption 
and higher production improves the “standard 
of living” or human happiness is absurd — 
based on manufactured misunderstandings 
about what really matters. 

This recession is perhaps the first major 
economic collapse since society has become 


to East bay foot? 



careful not to make eyes—I gave her the 
answer. Silly Avengers, everyone knows 
Chinatown is the place to go! Several 
restaurants there stay open till three, but 
Fortune at Ninth and Webster is by far the 
best, with reasonable prices and a staff that 
doesn’t care what you look like, smell like, or 
do. Rich and poor, beautiful and ugly, old 
school and new—all are equal in the eyes of 
Fortune, unlike anywhere else in the world. 
Heeding my advice, the former art school idols 
departed, leaving the two of us alone in the 
post-show Colonial glow, feeling both glazed 
and old-fashioned, with nothing left to hope for 
but a visit from the Oils. 

THE TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY of the 
closing of UC Berkeley housing co-operative 
Barrington Hall is coming up in October, and 
discussions about what refreshments to serve 
at the celebration are already rekindling old 
divisions among former residents. Those from 
the second floor suggest their traditional LSD¬ 
laden punch. Third floor denizens vote for 


speed, while fourth floor veterans are nostalgic 
for the long lost lady of their youth, heroin. Old 
habits are hard to break. Entertainment is also 
an issue: an Idiot Flesh reunion or Deadly 
Reign? Joking aside, Barrington was the 
cradle from which much of the Eastbay’s 
present counterculture came, including the 
paper you’re holding now. It was a beautiful 
and volatile place, a factory for turning college 
freshmen into wingnut freaks. Drugs were 
undeniably a part of the mix, but so was every 
kind of art, activism, and sex. The anniversary 
celebrations—whatever form they take- 
should not be missed. 

SIGN OF THE TIMES: On a recent trip to 
the neighborhood where I was raised, I was 
sad to see a "for sale" sign on the house on 
the corner, home to the only Black family on 
the block. Growing up, I'd known the parents 
and played with the kids, and my family faced 
some of the same problems that theirs did. 
The kids ended up with drug habits and jail 
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time—as did my brother and I. But their 
options were not as bright and their lawyers 
not as good as ours; their family fell upon hard 
times. When their parents died, their house fell 
into disrepair, making them even more 
conspicuous in an area that grew increasingly 
affluent. Ours was a relatively diverse block, 
with two Asian families, one Indian, and two 
Jewish—but that didn’t change the fact that it 
was overwhelmingly White. And not just our 
block, but the whole neighborhood. Despite 
Berkeley's boasts of multiculturalism, the city 
remained badly segregated, with the 30% 
Black population living almost entirely south of 
Gilman Street and west of MLK. In fact, I knew 
of not one other Black family in all of North 
Berkeley. Now, not even one. I’m sad to see 
them go, and see my old stomping grounds get 
less diverse and less home-like every year, 
one sign at a time. 


FOOTNOTES: What local market has an 
abandoned upstairs that has been turned into 
a squat? Foot sources say it just may be under 
the same roof where Berkeley’s most famous 
innocent bystander was shot...510-BAD- 
SMUT, the hotline for local events of interest, 
is back up and running. Call for info on the 
latest lectures, protests, and under-the-radar 
gigs, or to leave news of your own...Rod's 
Hickory Pit, “Where the elite meet to eat meat,” 
remains a boarded up shell on the hill by the 
graveyard, but Layonna Vegetarian, 
Chinatown’s fake meat outlet, remains a 
thriving Mecca (and cheap!). A contest for a 
counter-slogan seems in order . Wind chimes 
have been mounted on North Berkeley 
telephone poles, and interactive art on the 
lampposts of North Oakland, but in the 
downtown area of both cities the dead trees 
bear no leaves. A free Slingshot subscription is 
offered to anyone seeking to remedy this 
problem who gets caught (free to prisoners, we 
shall always be). 

Got a tip for the Foot? Leave it on the Bank 
of America building, in dripping red paint. 
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LEATHAL WEAPONS: 

IS RABLI MISUSE OF 
TBARCrAS LAUNCHERS 


By Per Sephinet 

Long time East Bay activist and Slingshot 
contributor Tristan Anderson, 38, was critically 
injured on March 13 by Israeli troops during 
protests against Israel's Wall in the West Bank 
village of Ni’lin. He was hit in his forehead by a 
new type of high velocity, extended range 
teargas projectile. 

Tristan sustained life-threatening injuries to 
his brain resulting in removal of part of his 
frontal lobe to extract skull fragments. His right 
eye was also damaged. As of press time, 
Tristan has undergone a number of surgeries 
and is still hospitalized in Israel. Rehabilitation 
is expected to take a long time and it is 
unknown how fully he may recover. 

After Tristan was wounded, IDF soldiers at 
the Ni'ilin checkpoint prevented the Red 
Crescent ambulance from ■ taking Tristan 
directly to the hospital, forcing it to wait for 
approximately fifteen minutes until an Israeli 
ICU ambulance (called by Israeli activists) 
arrived at the scene. He had to be carried from 
one ambulance to the other. This, of course, is 
standard procedure in the extremely rare 
cases where the army even allows casualties 
from the occupied territories to be transferred 
into Israel. 

Tristan was hit while standing with a fellow 
protester inside the village, several hours after 
the army initially attacked a protest march of 
Ni'ilin's residents (joined by Israeli and 
international activists) who attempted to march 
onto their own lands in the vicinity of the wall. 

Anderson's injury is part of a recent 
escalation in the army's violent attempts to 
suppress Palestinian unarmed popular 
resistance to the occupation. In the past six 
months, Four of Ni’lin's residents have been 
shot dead during demonstrations against the 


Gaza. Since their introduction, the army has 
been firing them directly at demonstrators - in 
violation of their own policy on the use of tear 
gas grenades. They are heavier than previous 
models and emit almost no sound or smoke. 
The combination of these factors has led to 
numerous severe injuries from the projectiles, 
including a fractured skull and a broken leg 
suffered by Palestinians earlier this year. 

According to an investigation by B'Tselem, 
an Israeli human rights group, Tristan was fired 
at from 60 meters away, with a weapon that 
has a range of 400 meters. B'Tselem has 
asked the army to investigate Tristan's 
shooting and the shootings of three other 
cases, one a thirteen-year-old boy. They have 

also asked the Judge Advocate General, Brig. 
Gen. Avichai Mandelblit, to instruct the troops 
not to shoot the canisters directly at 
demonstrators. 

The day Tristan was shot, two other 
Palestinians and one international were lightly 
injured after being hit by tear gas canisters, 
while a third Palestinian was shot in his leg 
with live ammunition by a sniper, and was 
evacuated to a hospital in Ramallah. 

For three weeks after that day, the army 
stopped using the long range canisters. Then 
on April 10 they resumed, without any public 
declaration of apology or explanation for those 
who have been injured. During an April 17 
protest at the wall in Bil’in, Bassem Abu 
Rahme (also known as Phil), age 30, was 
killed after being hit in the stomach with the 
same tear gas weapon that injured Tristan. 

We need the world to put pressure on the 
IDF to stop using tear gas canisters as 
missiles. The use of riot control as weaponry 
against unarmed demonstrators is a clear 
violation of human riahts - one the IDF can't 


ISRKEL 5TRKN&LES pALESTIh 

TOWARDS a ho STATE SOLUTION'Me 


By Bill Templer 

Nowhere is the true face of the armed state 
and its characteristic violence so blatant, the 
bankruptcy of its ruling class politics so brutally 
visible, as in the Palestinian West Bank under 
the Israeli boot. Tristan Anderson’s severe 
injury in Ni’ilin village on March 13 marked-el 1 ' 
dark Friday in a long non-violent struggle of 
resistance to the Israeli matrix of control and 
oppression, a struggle for dignity and self- 
determination at the grassroots in Occupied 
Palestine. Eight days later, many marched in 
solidarity with Tristan, and the hundreds of 
other Palestinians, Jewish Israelis and 
internationals injured or murdered by the 
Israeli military in Ni’ilin and numerous other 
villages and towns on the Occupied West Bank 
over the past nine years, in the vortex and 
wake of the al-Aqsa intifada. 

A chronicle of oppression 

Arafat al Khawaje, aged 22, was murdered 
in Ni’ilin by Israeli bullets, even as the attack 
on Gaza reached a new peak of ferocity, shot 
in the back on December 28. Arafat was a i 
third-year student at the Arab-American 
University Jenin. The AAUJ held special • C 
services on January 1, 2009 to mourn his 
murder (1). 

At the same demonstration, Mohammed y 
Sa’adat Fahami Al Khawaje, 20, was shot in ' 
•he forehead with live ammunition from close C 
range, and died on New Year’s Eve. H 
Mohammed was the fourth youth from Ni’ilin to 
be murdered by the Israeli Occupation Forces. 

10-year-old Ahmed Mousa and 18-year-old 
Youself Amira were shot dead in late July, 
2008. 

This is a struggle over the uprooting of olive 
trees, the theft of land and livelihood, the 
erasure of a people from their homes, villages, 


This village of some five thousand 
inhabitants had 22.4 square miles of land on 
the eve of the 1948 war that established the 
state 3f Israel. 15 square miles were 
confiscated at that time, along with some 4.5 
square miles slated to be confiscated by the 
construction of the Separation Wall and other 
Israeli military barriers, which will leave the 
village with 2.8 square miles, including its 
built-up area. 

At the forefront of the resistance in Ni’ilin - 
which has become an icon of the Palestinian 
struggle at the grassroots across Palestine - 

has been Anarchists Against the Wall, a direct 
action group out every week to protest in 
solidarity with local Palestinians. Nowhere else 
in the world is a small determined group of 
non-violent social anarchists facing a heavily 
armed military on a weekly, and sometimes a 
daily basis. The work of AATW deserves 
international support. Tristan stood in solidarity 
with‘them, and they stand with him. 


Getting free 

The ultimate radical vision that should guide 
Palestinians and Israelis is, in my view, a 
decentralized socialist commonwealth of 
ta’ayush (togetherness), cooperating in free 
association and mutual aid, beyond the 
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is expected to take a long time and it is 
unknown how fully he may recover. 

After Tristan was wounded, IDF soldiers at 
ihe Ni'ilin checkpoint prevented the Red 
Crescent ambulance from taking Tristan 
directly to the hospital, forcing it to wait for 
approximately fifteen minutes until an Israeli 
ICU ambulance (called by Israeli activists) 
arrived at the scene. He had to be carried from 
one ambulance to the other. This, of course, is 
standard procedure in the extremely rare 
cases where the army even allows casualties 
from the occupied territories to be transferred 
into Israel. 

Tristan was hit while standing with a fellow 
protester inside the village, several hours after 
the army initially attacked a protest march of 
Ni'ilin's residents (joined by Israeli and 
international activists) who attempted to march 
onto their own lands in the vicinity of the wall. 

Anderson's injury is part of a recent 
escalation in the army's violent attempts to 
suppress Palestinian unarmed popular 
resistance to the occupation. In the past six 
months, Four of Ni’lin's residents have been 
shot dead during demonstrations against the 
wall on their land. 

The new tear gas canisters were introduced 
into this climate of violence in December 2008, 
at the beginning of Israel's ruthless assault on 


shooting and the shootings of three other 
cases, one a thirteen-year-old boy. They have 

also asked the Judge Advocate General, Brig. 
Gen. Avichai Mandelblit, to instruct the troops 
not to shoot the canisters directly at 
demonstrators. 

The day Tnstan was shot, two other 
Palestinians and one international were lightly 
injured after being hit by tear gas canisters, 
while a. third Palestinian was shot in his leg 
with live ammunition by a sniper, and was 
evacuated to a hospital in Ramallah. 

For three weeks after that day, the army 
stopped using the long range canisters. Then 
on April 10 they resumed, without any public 
declaration of apology or explanation for those 
who have been injured. During an April 17 
protest at the wall in Bil’in, Bassem Abu 
Rahme (also known as Phil), age 30, was 
killed after being hit in the stomach with the 
same tear gas weapon that injured Tristan. 

We need the world to put pressure on the 
IDF to stop using tear gas canisters as 
missiles. The use of riot control as weaponry 
against unarmed demonstrators is a clear 
violation of human rights - one the IDF can't 
squirm away from by claiming the casualties 
were insurgents. Please do what you can to 
bring this message to campaigns and protests 
in your community. 




WHO IS TRISTAN? 

A BRIEF Biography of a /not>ERN oay anarchist 


So who is Tristan and why would he go 
almost halfway around the world to stand with 
Palestinians to protest injustices done against 
them by the state of Israel? 

Tristan was born in 1971 to Quaker parents 
who made conscious choices not to chase the 
‘American Dream’. Tristan grew up in a 


rights camps at the Nevada Test Site, Ward 
Valley and especially the forests of Northern 
California with Earth First! He became more 
dedicated to direct action. After taking part in 
the ‘Battle of Seattle', where activists shut 
down the World Trade Organization meeting, 
he threw himself into the Global Justice 


Tristan traveled across many continents, 
working two jobs in between to fund his 
activism. He had already been to the Middle 
East twice, including Iraq where he toured with 
a circus cheering up kids in the war-tom 
country not long after the U.S. invasion. He 
was eager to go to Palestine for the first time 
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at the beginning of Israel's ruthless assault on 


bring this message to campaigns and protests 
in your community. 
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A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY of a /*\ot>ERM t>AY ANARCHIST 


So who is Tristan and why would he go 
almost halfway around the world to stand with 
Palestinians to protest injustices done against 
them by the state of Israel? 

Tristan was born in 1971 to Quaker parents 
who made conscious choices not to chase the 
'American Dream’. Tristan grew up in a 
humble, rural environment. His parents instilled 
their pacifist and anti-war values in him. He 
went to his first demonstrations (against the 
Vietnam War) when he was an infant. In high 
school he got a lot of grief for his peace punk 
style and ethos. 

In 1991 he moved to the East Bay and took 
part in protests against the First Gulf War. He 
started seeing and experiencing first hand the 
police repression of dissent. He became an 
active member of East Bay Food Not Bombs 
(FNB), cooking and sharing vegan food in 
People’s Park. He helped fight off the 
volleyball courts that UC Berkeley imposed on 
the Park in 1991. When the San Francisco 
police tried to shut down FNB in that city, he 
was arrested numerous times for sharing food. 
In the mid-90’s he traveled to El Salvador and 
met people resisting the brutal U.S. puppet 
government there. Back in the East Bay, he 
had a weekly show on Free Radio Berkeley 
and was a regular at Critical Mass bike rides. 

Throughout the ‘90s Tristan often traveled 
with the mobile FNB kitchen, which drew him 
to environmental, anti-nuclear and indigenous 


rights camps at the Nevada Test Site, Ward 
Valley and especially the forests of Northern 
California with Earth First! He became more 
dedicated to direct action. After taking part in 
the ‘Battle of Seattle’, where activists shut 
down the World Trade Organization meeting, 
he threw himself into the Global Justice 
movement as a participant and journalist at 
many summits worldwide. 

In 2006 he went to Oaxaca after hearing his 
good friend Brad Will had been shot dead. 
Tristan came back with tales of love, liberation 
and late nights at the barricade. Brad’s death 
r eminded him, as Tristan’s injury reminds us, 
of the risks we take when we stand for justice. 
While sobering, it is so important that these 
incidents re-energize our commitment to 
create a better world so we never allow our 
voices to be silenced. 

More recently Tristan was a big part of the 
Memorial Oak Grove Tree-Sit, a 23-month 
effort to protect dozens of old trees on 
University of California Berkeley property. He 
often brought food, banners, props and gear. 
He spent many days and nights in the trees 
and was up there for the harrowing three-day 
showdown between the sitters and UCPD 
supervised goons. Though unable to save the 
trees, this broad-based community effort was 
wildly successful in inspiring thousands of 
people around the world, while shining a 
spotlight on UC’s evil ways. 


Tristan traveled across many continents, 
working two jobs in between to fund his 
activism. He had already been to the Middle 
East twice, including Iraq where he toured with 
a circus cheering up kids in the war-torn 
country not long after the U.S. invasion. He 
was eager to go to Palestine for the first time 
and stand with the people there. When he was 
shot he was protesting and photographing the 
Israeli Apartheid Wall being built on Palestinian 
land in the West Bank. 

Tristan is one the most beautiful and 
dedicated people we have ever met. His 
courage is immense; he’s usually one of the 
last to leave a crazy intense scene. He 
exemplifies thinking and acting both locally and 
globally. For him action is political AND 
personal, understanding the importance of 
coming together with others to challenge a 
system that exploits the Earth and her people, 
while also realizing the necessity of treating 
ourselves and each other with compassion, 
while building resistance that actualizes at 
each step the world we are building. Tristan 
remains in serious condition, and the effects of 
having part of his brain removed will not be 
known for some time. He fights for his own life 
as he has been fighting for all life for the last 
two decades. We are confident he will make a 
full recovery, growing in wisdom and bold as 
ever. 
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over the past nine years, in the vortex and 
wake of the al-Aqsa intifada. 

A chronicle of oppression 

Arafat al Khawaje, aged 22, was murdered 
in Ni'ilin by Israeli bullets, even as the attack 
on Gaza reached a new peak of ferocity, shot 
in the back on December 28. Arafat was a 
third-year student at the Arab-American 
University Jenin. The AAUJ held special 
services on January 1, 2009 to mourn his 
murder (1). 

At the same demonstration, Mohammed 
Sa’adat Fahami Al Khawaje, 20, was shot in 
•he forehead with live ammunition from close 
range, and died on New Year's Eve. 
Mohammed was the fourth youth from Ni’ilin to 
be murdered by the Israeli Occupation Forces. 
10-year-old Ahmed Mousa and 18-year-old 
Youself Amira were shot dead in late July, 
2008. 

This is a struggle over the uprooting of olive 
trees, the theft of land and livelihood, the 
erasure of a people from their homes, villages, 
soil. And the continuing construction of the 
Great Wall of Palestine, the Apartheid Barrier. 


in the world is a small determined group of 
non-violent social anarchists facing a heavily 
armed military on a weekly, and sometimes a 
daily basis. The work of AATW deserves 
international support. Tristan stood in solidarity 
withlhem, and they stand with him. 

the goal is to forge a 
community of communities, 
countering hierarchy, 
wage slavery, profit, 
commodities, social 
patriarchy and more 
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Getting free 

The ultimate radical vision that should guide 
Palestinians and Israelis is, in my view, a 
decentralized socialist commonwealth of 
ta’ayush (togetherness), cooperating in free 
association and mutual aid, beyond the 
abominations of capitalism and its nation-state 
system. The goal, as James Herod sees it, is 


bureaucracies, parliaments, and corporate 
boards, and into our assemblies. [...] It also 
emphasizes capturing the means of 
reproduction (and not only production) through 
household associations. Its guiding principle is 
free association.” 

But that is a future space of radical liberation 
toward which we can move, down a long road 
of fightback and transformation. Revolutionary 
pragmatism knows that today’s work is 
standing together with those in the daily 
struggle - rooted in a tough and resilient 
sumud (steadfastness) - for justice, dignity, 
and resistance to the matrix of control and 
urbicide in Ni'ilin and across Occupied 
Palestine. 

Urbicide in action 

Integral to Zionist state ideology and 
matrices of control is a policy of “urbicide,” a 
form of spatial strangulation, stunting the 
demographic, physical and economic 
development of Palestinian communities. 
Palestinian villages and cities are 
systematically invaded and destroyed, along 
with structures of livelihood, health, education. 

Continued on page 10 
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Tristan traveled across many continents 
working two jobs in between to fund his 
activism. He had already been to the Middle 
East twice, including Iraq where he toured with 
a circus cheering up kids in the war-torr 
country not long after the U.S. invasion. He 
was eager to go to Palestine for the first time 
and stand with the people there. When he was 
shot he was protesting and photographing the 
Israeli Apartheid Wall beina built on Palestinian 


\ 


TEKR 

APARi 

A short hi 

ISRfceL'S ■ 

! dy Anarchists Against the Wall 
Israel started building its 
“separation barrier” in mid-2002, a 
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Tristan traveled across many continents, 
working two jobs in between to fund his 
activism. He had already been to the Middle 
East twice, including Iraq where he toured with 
a circus cheering up kids in the war-torn 
country not long after the U.S. invasion. He 
was eager to go to Palestine for the first time 
and stand with the people there. When he was 
shot he was protesting and photographing the 
Israeli Apartheid Wall being built on Palestinian 
land in the West Bank. 

Tristan is one the most beautiful and 
dedicated people we have ever met. His 
courage is immense; he’s usually one of the 
last to leave a crazy intense scene. He 
exemplifies thinking and acting both locally and 
globally. For him action is political AND 
personal, understanding the importance of 
coming together with others to challenge a 
system that exploits the Earth and her people, 
while also realizing the necessity of treating 
ourselves and each other with compassion, 
while building resistance that actualizes at 
each step the world we are building. Tristan 
remains in serious condition, and the effects of 
having part of his brain removed will not be 
known for some time. He fights for his own life 
as he has been fighting for all life for the last 
two decades. We are confident he will make a 
full recovery, growing in wisdom and bold as 
ever. 
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to forge a community of communities, 
countering hierarchy, wage slavery, profit, 
commodities, social classes, private ownership 
of the means of production, patriarchy, and 
much more (2). 

Herod argues that if we were already now 
reorganizing ourselves “into neighborhood, 
workplace, and household assemblies, and 
were struggling to seize power there, then we 
would have a base from which to stop ruling- 
class offensives.” He stresses that in the three¬ 
pronged attack on the System that he 
envisions, “by focusing not merely on the 
workplace (seizing the means of production) 
but also on neighborhoods and households, it 
anticipates a recapturing of decision-making - 
that is, its relocation out of state 
bureaucracies, parliaments, and corporate 
boards, and into our assemblies. [...] It also 
emphasizes capturing the means of 
reproduction (and not only production) through 
household associations. Its guiding principle is 
free association.” 

But that is a future space of radical liberation 
toward which we can move, down a long road 
p of fightback and transformation. Revolutionary 
pragmatism knows that today’s work is 
standing together with those in the daily 
struggle - rooted in a tough and resilient 
sumud (steadfastness) ~ for justice, dignity, 
and resistance to the matrix of control and 
urbicide in Ni’ilin and across Occupied 
Palestine. 

Urbicide in action 

Integral to Zionist state ideology and 
matrices of control is a policy of “urbicide,” a 
form of spatial strangulation, stunting the 
demographic, physical and economic 
development of Palestinian communities. 
Palestinian villages and cities are 
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twice been brought to trial and has never been 
convicted. He is not the sort to get angry or 
confrontational; he is never among the 
belligerent egotists yelling at the riot police. He 
takes it for granted that inequality, injustice, 
and environmental degradation are things to 
be exposed and eliminated — it is not in his 
character to shout about something so 
obvious. Instead he comes home with stories 
about the amazing collective processes he 
witnessed, of people realizing their own power 
and gathering in cramped rooms to attempt all 
the work of self-governance, of escaping 
confrontation with armed police by running 
from showers of rubber bullets and scuttling 
under barricades to escape being crushed by 
army vehicles. 

When Tristan goes on an adventure to 
attend a protest near or far, he brings back 
stories, but he also brings back pictures. I have 
on my hard drive dozens of pictures Tristan 
uploaded from his camera to post on the 
internet during the early days of the tree sit on 
UC Berkeley Campus. Tristan took a few 
pictures of hand-lettered signs hanging from 
branches, and smiling portraits of people in the 
trees, but the vast majority of his photos were 
of mushrooms, fungus, and lichen, the grove’s 
least obtrusive form of life, growing green and 
brown in lovely fractal patterns. He never 
posted those pictures or spoke of them. They 
are just beautiful close-ups he created, 
spiritual and ethereal in their beauty, not the 
kind of thing every activist takes time to 
appreciate. Tristan spent a lot of time at the 
grove in those early days, reading and talking 
to people under the canopy. 

I don’t think many of us knew how Tristan’s 
injury would affect us even as we first heard 
about it, and began eagerly scouring the web 
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TEAK DOWN THE 

APARTHEID WALL 


A SHORT history of resistance TO 

ISRAEL'S 'SEPERATION BARRIER' 


yy Anarchists Against the Wall 

Israel started building its so-called 
“separation barrier” in mid-2002, at the height 
of the second Palestinian Intifada, amidst the 
most violent period of Palestinian resistance to 
the occupation. Despite the fact that 
Palestinian violence was not remotely as grave 
as Israeli violence, it was a rather simple task 
for Israel to use the smokescreen of security 
and the collective hysteria of the Israeli public 
to legitimize a structural manifestation of 
Israel's policy of apartheid. 

It took time to see through the smokescreen 
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Oppression had taken its toll on the 
movement. Demonstrations and riots now only 
take part in a handful of villages, and mostly on 
a weekly rather than a daily basis. Notable 
among these villages is Bil'in, where 
demonstrations have been held every Friday 
for the past four years, with absolutely no 
exception. Through their struggle, they have 
succeeded in getting a court order that re¬ 
routes the wall and gives much of their land 
back. 

In May last year, the village of Ni'ilin, was in 
the fire of an uprising that brought back the 
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anticipates a recapturing of decision-making - 
that is, its relocation out of state 
bureaucracies, parliaments, and corporate 
boards, and into our assemblies. [...] It also 
emphasizes capturing the means of 
reproduction (and not only production) through 
household associations. Its guiding principle is 
free association.” 

But that is a future space of radical liberation 
toward which we can move, down a long road 
of fightback and transformation. Revolutionary 
pragmatism knows that today’s work is 
standing together with those in the daily 
struggle - rooted in a tough and resilient 
sumud (steadfastness) -- for justice, dignity, 
and resistance to the matrix of control and 
urbicide in Ni’ilin and across Occupied 
Palestine. 

Urbicide in action 

Integral to Zionist state ideology and 
matrices of control is a policy of “urbicide,” a 
form of spatial strangulation, stunting the 
demographic, physical and economic 
development of Palestinian communities. 
Palestinian villages and cities are 
systematically invaded and destroyed, along 
with structures of livelihood, health, education. 
Continued on page 10 
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A short History of resistance to 

ISRAEL'S 'SEFERMTOM BARRIER' 


By Anarchists Against the Wall 

Israel started building its so-called 
“separation barrier" in mid-2002, at the height 
of the second Palestinian Intifada, amidst the 
most violent period of Palestinian resistance to 
the occupation. Despite the fact that 
Palestinian violence was not remotely as grave 
as Israeli violence, it was a rather simple task 
for Israel to use the smokescreen of security 
and the collective hysteria of the Israeli public 
to legitimize a structural manifestation of 
Israel's policy of apartheid. 

It took time to see through this smokescreen 
to the scope and meaning of the Wall. Over 
time things became clearer. By now we 
understand that its route, penetrating deep into 
the West Bank, was planned to assure Israeli 
control over water resources, to grab as much 
land as possible, to allow the expansion of 
Israeli settlements, to strategically divide the 
West Bank into five reservation-like enclaves, 
and to create a de facto border that would 
eliminate anything that could be called the 
State of Palestine. 

While the vast majority of Israelis are highly 
supportive of the Wall, Palestinians 
immediately understood the disastrous 
implications. Only a few short months after 
construction had begun, the people of 
Jayyous, a small village in the Qalqilya 
district—men, women and children, 

accompanied by a few International and Israeli 
activists—set out to stop the bulldozers 
pulverizing their fertile lands. Every day for 
almost three months they went out to confront 
the army M-16s and armored vehicles with 
nothing but their bodies and their hearts and 
the stones their land could offer. 

The Wall was eventually built through 
Jayyous, but the village's struggle and its spirit 
established a model for joint-popular 

resistance It took time for another villane to 


Oppression had taken its toll on the 
movement. Demonstrations and riots now only 
take part in a handful of villages, and mostly on 
a weekly rather than a daily basis. Notable 
among these villages is Bil'in, where 
demonstrations have been held every Friday 
for the past four years, with absolutely no 
exception. Through their struggle, they have 
succeeded in getting a court order that re¬ 
routes the wall and gives much of their land 
back. 

In May last year, the village of Ni'ilin, was in 
the fire of an uprising that brought back the 
intensity of the movement's most fierce days. 
Confrontations between villagers and the army 
occurred almost daily, and despite military 
violence, often ended in construction halted for 
the day due to damaged heavy machinery. 

In March of this year, Tristan Anderson 
unfortunately became one of many casualties 
in the conflict. The brutal attempt to suppress 
Ni'ilin has cost the village the lives of four of its 
sons, one of them only ten-years-old. About 
ten percent of the men between 15 and 50 
were at one point or another imprisoned, and 
hundreds were seriously injured. 

If there is one thing that I've learned in these 
years, it is that though their bullets hit hard, our 
passion is stronger, that our people who are 
sent to their jails remain freer than their 
soldiers will ever be, and that we still rise from 
the pools of our blood, and shout with parched 
throats— FREEDOM! 


By Enufa Said 

Within days of Tristan Anderson’s critical 
injury in Palestine on March 13, people were 
orotesting Israel’s brutal policies on the streets 
of Tel Aviv, Chicago, New York, Miami, New 


under barricades to escape being crushed by 
army vehicles. 

When Tristan goes on an adventure to 
attend a protest near or far, he brings back 
stories, but he also brings back pictures. I have 
on my hard drive dozens of pictures Tristan 
uploaded from his camera to post on the 
internet during the early days of the tree sit on 
UC Berkeley Campus. Tristan took a few 
pictures of hand-lettered signs hanging from 
branches, and smiling portraits of people in the 
trees, but the vast majority of his photos were 
of mushrooms, fungus, and lichen, the grove’s 
least obtrusive form of life, growing green and 
brown in lovely fractal patterns. He never 
posted those pictures or spoke of them. They 
are just beautiful close-ups he created, 
spiritual and ethereal in their beauty, not the 
kind of thing every activist takes time to 
appreciate. Tristan spent a lot of time at the 
grove in those early days, reading and talking 
to people under the canopy. 

I don’t think many of us knew how Tristan’s 
injury would affect us even as we first heard, 
about it, and began eagerly scouring the web 
to find out all we could about the 
circumstances and conditions, only to learn the 
gory details, and not much more, until the story 
broke in local media as “Former Tree Sitter 
Tristan Anderson Critically Wounded,” which in 
the collective psyche of many around here 
translated to, “Dirty Hippy Downed.” 

The tree sit ended last September, but a 
week after Tristan was shot, Debra Saunders, 
a columnist for the San Francisco Chronicle, 
wrote an opinion piece that said as much. She 
opened her opinion piece, titled •Tree Sitter not 
in Berkeley Anymore,” with a mocking and 
inaccurate characterization of the protest. 
“When Tristan Anderson, now 38, was living 
illegally in the trees at UC Berkeley to protest 
the administration’s ultimately successful bid to 


Market until a splinter group broke away and 
managed to lose the main march’s heavy 
police escort by running up Montgomery Street 
into oncoming traffic — back to the consulate. 
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the West Bank, was planned to assure Israeli 
control over water resources, to grab as much 
land as possible, to allow the expansion of 
Israeli settlements, to strategically divide the 
West Bank into five reservation-like enclaves, 
and to create a de facto border that would 
eliminate anything that could be called the 
State of Palestine. 

While the vast majority of Israelis are highly 
supportive of the Wall, Palestinians 
immediately understood the disastrous 
implications. Only a few short months after 
construction had begun, the people of 
Jayyous, a small village in the Qalqilya 
district—men, women and children, 
accompanied by a few International and Israeli 
activists—set out to stop the bulldozers 
pulverizing their fertile lands. Every day for 
almost three months they went out to confront 
the army M-16s and armored vehicles with 
nothing but their bodies and their hearts and 
the stones their land could offer. 

The Wall was eventually built through 
Jayyous, but the village's struggle and its spirit 
established a model for joint-popular 
resistance. It took time for another village to 
rise up in a similar way. This happened in the 
village of Budrus, during the last days of 2003. 
Waging a truly heroic struggle, villagers 
managed to push the bulldozers off their lands 
and force the path of the wall to be rerouted. 

Budrus's often-celebrated success 
empowered people in dozens of villages to 
explode with rage in what is probably the most 
significant popular movement of the second 
Intifada. For the good part of 2004, daily 
demonstrations were held in numerous villages 
at once, extricating the issue of Israel's Wall 
from the dark back rooms of the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict, bringing it to the fore. 

Oppression intensified as the movement 
grew. To date, seventeen demonstrators have 
been killed by the army, ten of them children. 
Thousands have been jailed and imprisoned, 
and countless were injured. Collective 
punishment in the form of movement 
restrictions, work permit withdrawals and strict 
curfews were also imposed on revolting 
villages. 


violence, often ended in construction halted for 
the day due to damaged heavy machinery. 

In March of this year, Tristan Anderson 
unfortunately became one of many casualties 
in the conflict. The brutal attempt to suppress 
Ni'ilin has cost the village the lives of four of its 
sons, one of them only ten-years-old. About 
ten percent of the men between 15 and 50 
were at one point or another imprisoned, and 
hundreds were seriously injured. 

If there is one thing that I've learned in these 
years, it is that though their bullets hit hard, our 
passion is stronger, that our people who are 
sent to their jails remain freer than their 
soldiers will ever be, and that we still rise from 
the pools of our blood, and shout with parched 
throats- FREEDOM! 


gory details, and not much more, until the story 
broke in local media as “Former Tree Sitter 
Tristan Anderson Critically Wounded,” which in 
the collective psyche of many around here 
translated to, “Dirty Hippy Downed.” 

The tree sit ended last September, but a 
week after Tristan was shot, Debra Saunders, 
a columnist for the San Francisco Chronicle, 
wrote an opinion piece that said as much. She 
opened her opinion piece, titled "Tree Sitter not 
in Berkeley Anymore,” with a mocking and 
inaccurate characterization of the protest. 
“When Tristan Anderson, now 38, was living 
illegally in the trees at UC Berkeley to protest 
the administration’s ultimately successful bid to 
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By Enufa Said 

Within days of Tristan Anderson’s critical 
injury in Palestine on March 13, people were 
Drotesting Israel’s brutal policies on the streets 
of Tel Aviv, Chicago, New York, Miami, New 
Haven, London and in San Francisco. A large 
and spirited demonstration and march in SF on 
March 16 to show solidarity with Tristan and 
Palestine was pulled together in just a few 
hours after a meeting over the weekend at the 
SF Anarchist Book Fair. 

Tristan’s almost two decades of intense 
activism on a diverse variety of issues meant 
that a broad cross-section of people in the bay 
area activist scene turned out for the march. 
This made for quite a festive presence in the 
heart of downtown San Francisco as black 
flags, large banners, a marching band and 
anti-state chants flooded the grid locked rush- 
hour streets. While the protest was for Tristan 
and Palestinian solidarity, there were 
connections made to other aspects of systemic 
oppression, such as police brutality, state 
repression, and nation-state borders. 

The march made its way from the Israeli 
consulate on Montgomery Street through 
downtown, eventually seizing a major 
intersection on Market Street leading to a brief 
standoff with police. The march continued on 


Market until a splinter group broke away and 
managed to lose the main march’s heavy 
police escort by running up Montgomery Street 
into oncoming traffic — back to the consulate. 
A few ninja-like participants used the cars as 
their spring boards and leapt on ahead. 

After some marchers reached the consulate, 
the situation seemed calm — the protest was 
winding down and people were dancing, 
drumming or drifting away — until a strike 
team of police arrived and entered the crowd 
to make an arrest. They forcefully grabbed a 
woman who began to scream, causing a larger 
mob of police to advance on the with riot 
batons swinging wildly. One protestor was 
clubbed in the head, resulting in a trip to the 
hospital with an injury that required nine 
staples. People were shoved, punched, hit with 
batons and ultimately there were eight arrests. 
The police charged four people with felonies 
on a range of bogus charges. 

It is sadly ironic that a protest over the 
horrific state violence visited upon Tristan and 
Palestinians would itself be subjugated to a 
smaller dose of police brutality. It is evident 
that police violence is growing, and is 
everywhere. For Tristan, Oscar Grant, and so 
many others: Fuck the Police. 
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and the surrounding natural landscape and 
agricultural land. The resistance in Ni’ilin is 
against this urbicide, and a policy of the 
“eradication of normalcy” designed to wear 
down and demoralize the Palestinian 
population. It is associated with a planning 
strategy of conquest where “Palestinian urban 
space is constructed as a pre-modern, 
formless, almost solid conglomerate of 
material and human refuse, a treacherous, 
dangerous place that needs to be cleansed 
through hygienic practices embodied in the act 
of ‘design by destruction’” (3). 

In the sociopolitical imaginary of the Israeli 
ruling-class, Palestinian space is demonized 


and dehumanized, a “cancerous" threat to the 
purported organic “body” of the modern state 
of Israel (4). As Abujidi & Verschure stress: 
“Sovereignty over space is an important 
element in achieving geopolitical aims intrinsic 
to the longer-term policy imperative within the 
geopolitical colonial imaginary that guides the 
Israeli nation-state” (5). 

The construction of the wall and intense 
violence against civilians throughout Palestine 
including the attacks in Ni’ilin and many other 
villages is urbicide in action, an engineering of 
space and an invasion of local neighborhoods 
designed to ensure total Israeli control of the 
Palestinian territories and traumatize the 
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cut down the trees to build a sports training 
center, life was good. For 21 months, 
Berkeley’s tree sitters happily fouled their 
nests with little interference from the 
authorities. Their biggest fear was falling. ..” 

She then went on to condemn “Tristan’s 
friends” for staging a “violent” protest after he 
was wounded that closed down Market Street 
in San Francisco when we “could have used 
the awful occasion of Anderson’s situation to 
contemplate how wonderful it is to live in a 
safe country." She was referring to a protest 
that came together just three days after Tristan 
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floodlights. Then one day, the University raised 
up cherry pickers full of men with knives, 
shears and trimmers to cut ropes and 
branches and to try to get the tree sitters out. A 
few were extracted, including Gabby, Tristan’s 
girlfriend. The University reported to the media 
that they were just trimming the trees and 
removing unoccupied structures they had 
deemed “a safety hazard.” The reporters 
raised no questions about the irony of trimming 
trees you planned to cut down. Nor did they 
report much about the horrific way the scene 
unfolded day after day, with the tree sitters 
vellina and scramblina from branch to branch 
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population, undermining all aspects of their 
infrastructure and shattering their 
psychological well-being. In Sari Hanafi’s view, 
such policies are intended to make it all but 
impossible for Palestinians to live a normal life, 
and to induce them to emigrate - a form of 
“voluntary transfer,” as Israeli documents term 
it (6). 

Resisting the brutality and building a 
different future deserves the solidarity of the 
progressive community in Oakland, throughout 
North America and around the globe. As Anne 
Feeney reminds us, from the West Bank to 
Seattle: “It’s a worldwide war. It’s a war on the 
workers / And it’s time we started calling the 
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shots” (7). Now more than ever. jYa basta! / 
khalas! is the watchword. 

FOOTNOTES 

1. The university is here: http://www.aauj.edu 

2. James Herod, Getting free: Creating an 
association of democratic autonomous 
neighborhoods. Oakland: AK Press, 2007 

3. See Nurhan Abujidi & Han Verschure, Military 
occupation as urbicide by “construction and 
destruction”: The case of Nablus, Palestine, The 
Arab Wodd Geographer (2006), vol. 9 no 2 126- 
154. 

4. Eyal Weizman, Builders and warriors: Military 
operations as urban planning, Site (November 
2004): 24: see also Weizman, Hollow land: Israel’s 
architecture of occupation. London: Verso, 2007. 

5. Abujidi & Verschure, ibid., 143. 

6. Sari Hanafi, Targeting space through biopolitics; 
The Israeli colonial project, Palestine Report, 
February 18,2004 

7. Listen to the song “War on the Workers,” 

http://home.earthlink.net/~unionmaid/id 1 .html 


strategy of conquest where Palestinian urban 
space is constructed as a pre-modern, 
formless, almost solid conglomerate of 
material and human refuse, a treacherous, 
dangerous place that needs to be cleansed 
through hygienic practices embodied in the act 
of ‘design by destruction’” (3). 

In the sociopolitical imaginary of the Israeli 
ruling-class, Palestinian space is demonized 
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Israeli nation-state” (5). 

The construction of the wall and intense 
violence against civilians throughout Palestine 
including the attacks in Ni’ilin and many other 
villages is urbicide in action, an engineering of 
space and an invasion of local neighborhoods 
designed to ensure total Israeli control of the 
Palestinian territories and traumatize the 
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cut down the trees to build a sports training 
center, life was good. For 21 months, 
Berkeley’s tree sitters happily fouled their 
nests with little interference from the 
authorities. Their biggest fear was falling...." 

She then went on to condemn “Tristan’s 
friends” for staging a “violent” protest after he 
was wounded that closed down Market Street 
in San Francisco when we “could have used 
the awful occasion of Anderson’s situation to 
contemplate how wonderful it is to live in a 
safe country.” She was referring to a protest 
that came together just three days after Tristan 
was shot, ironically on the anniversary of the 
death of Rachel Corrie, an American killed by 
Israeli troops during a protest in Palestine. 
Hundreds turned out, for Tristan or Rachel or 
Palestine or all three. Eight people were 
arrested — ambushed on the sidewalk by 
dozens of cops after the protest had mostly 
dispersed, for what provocation we do not 
know. To characterize the protest as “violent” 
in this context seems to mean disruptive or 
provocative, not violent in the sense of the 
police treatment of the demonstrators — 
physically throwing people on the pavement 
and locking them in pain holds. 

The media reaction accentuated two things. 
First, how truly horrible violence, especially 
state-sponsored violence, is. And second, 
how absurdly at odds mainstream culture is 
with protest culture — setting itself against all 
of us hooligans hell-bent on obstructing the 
movement to “get on with things.” Needless to 
say, here in Tristan’s circles—with Tristan still 
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floodlights. Then one day, the University raised 
up cherry pickers full of men with knives, 
shears and trimmers to cut ropes and 
branches and to try to get the tree sitters out. A 
few were extracted, including Gabby, Tristan’s 
girlfriend. The University reported to the media 
that they were just trimming the trees and 
removing unoccupied structures they had 
deemed “a safety hazard.” The reporters 
raised no questions about the irony of trimming 
trees you planned to cut down. Nor did they 
report much about the horrific way the scene 
unfolded day after day, with the tree sitters 
yelling and scrambling from branch to branch, 
tree to tree as the men in the cherry pickers 
tried to corner them by cutting rope supports, 
ramming trees, yelling derogatory insults, and 
doing everything they could to get them out of 
the trees short of getting blood on their hands. 

Tristan negotiated surrender and came 
down in early June. He was hallucinating from 
lack of sleep and dehydration, and had been 
separated from the rest of the tree sitters 
during the struggle so that he was hanging out 
solo on a branch near the road. Physically and 
emotionally, he was out of stamina. He needed 
to work the next day, and wanted to download 
and preserve the over 300 pictures he had 
taken during the siege, but he still felt 
enormously guilty for giving up—even though 
he didn’t give up. He and Gabby sat vigil by 
the grove day and night for months after, 
providing ground support and talking to the 
media. Tristan stayed there even though he 
got little sleep. He told me he was plagued for 



voluntary iransrer, as Israeli documents term 
it (6). 

Resisting the brutality and building a 
different future deserves the solidarity of the 
progressive community in Oakland, throughout 
North America and around the globe. As Anne 
Feeney reminds us, from the West Bank to 
Seattle: “It’s a worldwide war. It's a war on the 
workers / And it's time we started calling the 
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5. Abujidi & Verschure, ibid., 143. 

6. Sari Hanafi, Targeting space through biopolitics; 
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alleged that he had returned as an act of of Tristan himself when he took the stand, or 

flagrant disobedience, to show the campus when he was shown standing in handcuffs at 
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Hundreds turned out, for Tristan or Rachel or 
Palestine or all three. Eight people were 
arrested — ambushed on the sidewalk by 
dozens of cops after the protest had mostly 
dispersed, for what provocation we do not 
know. To characterize the protest as “violent” 
in this context seems to mean disruptive or 
provocative, not violent in the sense of the 
police treatment of the demonstrators — 
physically throwing people on the pavement 
and locking them in pain holds. 

The media reaction accentuated two things. 
First, how truly horrible violence, especially 
state-sponsored violence, is. And second, 
how absurdly at odds mainstream culture is 
with protest culture — setting itself against all 
of us hooligans hell-bent on obstructing the 
movement to “get on with things." Needless to 
say, here in Tristan's circles—with Tristan still 
in a hospital half a world away recovering from 
pneumonia, infection, half a dozen operations, 
and an egregious head injury—we felt a range 
of things about the worid’s indifference and 
lack of sympathy. Personally, I felt embattled: 
privileged with the kinds of knowledge only 
available to those willing to witness things first¬ 
hand, and traumatized by what I have seen. 

It becomes wearying to point out that Tristan 
was not a threat to the Israeli Defense Force 
soldiers who shot him, something his friends 
know automatically because we know Tristan, 
know protest situations, and know Tristan in 
those situations. The media will have already 
made their pronouncements and moved on by 
the time the details are confirmed: that the IDF 
was firing on an already dispersed crowd, that 
the soldier could have fired up (not straight) 
with his launcher, and that at the time Tristan 
was shot he was, as usual, taking pictures. 

Tristan was in the trees at the oak grove in 
Berkeley when the final siege began in May of 
2008. For six months they had been 
surrounded by eight foot fences with barbed 
wire. Several gas generators roared all night 
long from the guard posts the University had 
created and the protesters were bathed in 



ramming trees, yelling derogatory insults, and 
doing everything they could to get them out of 
the trees short of getting blood on their hands. 

Tristan negotiated surrender and came 
down in early June. He was hallucinating from 
lack of sleep and dehydration, and had been 
separated from the rest of the tree sitters 
during the struggle so that he was hanging out 
solo on a branch near the road. Physically and 
emotionally, he was out of stamina. He needed 
to work the next day, and wanted to download 
and preserve the over 300 pictures he had 
taken during the siege, but he still felt 
enormously guilty for giving up—even though 
he didn’t give up. He and Gabby sat vigil by 
the grove day and night for months after, 
providing ground support and talking to the 
media. Tristan stayed there even though he 
got little sleep. He told me he was plagued for 
months with nightmares of the men in cherry 
pickers menacing them by pounding their 
perches and threatening to knock them down. 

Out of the hundreds of people who were 
arrested during the two-year campaign to save 
the oaks, Tristan was one of the few to go to 
trial. The day after he surrendered, he was 
arrested for coming back to the oak grove. The 
police testified that after he came down from 
the trees, he had been told he was banned 
from campus for three days. The prosecution 


alleged that he had returned as an act of 
flagrant disobedience, to show the campus 
cops he had not been beaten. In fact, the 
arresting officer had forgotten to tell him he 
was banned from campus—an embarrassing 
mistake, had she admitted it. She did admit 
that she forgot to give him the paper copy, and 
that she planned to present him one at the 
Berkeley jail where he was held overnight, but 
that by the time she got around to it he had 
been released. 

The prosecution's contention that Tristan 
was an angry radical could not bear the weight 


of Tristan himself when he took the stand, or 
when he was shown standing in handcuffs at 
the time of his arrest carefully explaining, 
“They are saying I had a stay-away order, but 
they never gave me one.” 

The whole embarrassing waste of public 
funds resulted in an acquittal for Tristan, a brief 
triumph in a long and grueling campaign 
against state power and largess. 

Of course he is now once again a symbol of 
the abuse of state power, this time on a much 
larger stage, but also a symbol of how divided 
the world has become when people are 
unsympathetic towards anyone killed or injured 
at a protest—even if they were nonviolent, 
even if they were members of the press. It 
seems so banal and brutal to me. 

We are getting regular reports on the 
progress of Tristan's recovery, and among the 
community of friends here, I would say the 
mood is cautiously optimistic. The larger 
picture of facing down tyranny and oppression 
is harder to view. I think of the pain and 
reverberations Tristan’s injury has caused here 
in Oakland, and then I think of the thousands 
of people injured in the occupied territories, 
and the multiplicative reverberations those 
casualties must cause in an Arab population of 
just 3.7 million, and I can honestly see why 
people work so hard to dehumanize these 
people as terrorists. It is impossible to 
rationalize their oppression otherwise. 
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Compiled by PB Floyd 

It can be humbling and isolating trying to 
struggle for social change. Just little you and 
your tiny circle of friends and comrades 
against massive and seemingly untouchable 
foes: global capitalism, industrial consumer 
culture, the eco-destroying economy and 
nation states armed to the teeth protecting the 
status quo. 

But even though we may feel small and 
vulnerable, we are not alone or isolated in our 
struggle. We're part of something much larger 
— we share with people around the world and 
through history a vision for a different world. 
Browsing the list of infoshops, radical 
community centers, alternative libraries and 
free bike shops, one sees the thread of 
community coming together in all directions. In 
each of our towns we may feel like we’re 
swimming upstream against resignation and 
apathy, but it helps to realize that people from 
the Philippines to Bolivia to Toledo are out 


Resignation ana Apathy 

New Infoshops & Community Centers 




published in the 2009 Slingshot organizer. 
We’re going to revise and update the list for 
the 2010 organizer Let us know if you see 
any corrections. The deadline is July 31 For 


their own collective and picked the same 
name! The new group is alive and going 
strong. They have free workshops and 
■ continuing classes about “doing things for 
yourself — growing your own food, mending 
your own clothes, maintaining your own bikes 
... anything anyone in the group has to offer, 
under the premise of fostering personal and 
community strength through DIY punk ethics.” 
They host shows and seek to open up a show / 
zine library space. For now they are based out 
of a house at 2831 Hampshire Road #2 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 (216) 5774211 
Joe Hill House ■ West Lafayette, IN 
An alternative living space with an infoshop 
and community center in the garage: “a hub of 
radical activity in the Greater Lafayette area.” 
They have a lending library / zine library and 
host the IWW. 2108 North Salisbury Street, 
West Lafayette, Indiana 47906 
Confluence Books - Grand 
Junction, CO 

They have zines and host a radical community 
center for meetings and activities. They are 
active regarding h2a visa worker abuse in the 
sheep camps of Colorado. The similarly 
named Confluence collective currently listed in 
the organizer is a residential collective house. 
Find the infoshop at 600 White Ave. Suite 302 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501, 970-245- 
4442. 

Silent City Distro - Ithaca, NY 

A zine library and radical distro. 115 E. MLK 


computer access. 10 Belvedere Court, Dublin 
1 Ireland (off Gardiner St, near Mount Joy 
Square), seomraspraoi@gmail.com. 

Cafe Victoria - Mexico City 

They are a collective coffee roaster and 
coffeeshop born out of a strike at a cafe that 
locked them out. Open daily from 8 a.m. to 
10.30 p.m. Mercado La Paz. Calle Victoria 
(entre Plaza de la Constitution y Madero, 
Centro de Tlalpan) Mexico DF cafe- 
victoria.blogspot.com 

Coyotic: Lugar de Encuentro - 
Mexico City 

A community meeting space that sells locally- 
made products. Copilco 102, planta alta, local 
115. Mexico DF (Closest Metro is Miguel Angel 
de Quevedo) http://www.myspace.com/coyotic 
Red TiNKU - Cochabamba, Bolivia 
A radical social movement office always in 
need of volunteers that has a community 
house which hosts events, and where travelers 
can stay for cheap. Visit Esteban Arce 532, 

ler Piso, Of. 2, Galeria El Nazareno", entre 
Calamo y Cadaislao Cabrera, Phone. 

71769493, redtinkubolivia@gmail.com, 
www.redtinku.com 

Espago Improprio - Sao Paulo, 
Brazil 

A vegan restaurant with an infoshop, recording 
studio and open space that hosts 
documentaries, debates and concerts. Rua 
Dona Antonia de Queiroz, 40, Consolagao, 


with zines, videos and other radical media. 
They are working on anti-pesticide spraying 
campaigns, working with local farmers, and 
other ecological struggles. They are working 
to translate anarchist texts to the local 
language — send them materials. Dinah B. 
Canonigo Blk. 24 Lot 4 Phase 2 Ciudad De 
Esperanza Cabantian, Davao City, Philippines 
8000 , www.freewebs.com/kinaiyahanunahon 



Freedom Shop - Wellington, New 
Zealand is moving 

They are NZ’s longest running anarchist 
bookshop (since 1995). They are moving out 
of Cuba Mall and looking for a new space. 
Until then, they are tabling at festivals and 
events. If you visit NZ, contact them at: PO 
Box 9263, Te Aro, Wellington, New 
Zealand/Aotearoa, 
the_freedom_shop@yahoo.com 
Corrections to 2009 Organizer 
• The Rhizome Collective in Austin, TX was 
evicted in mid-March after the city cited them 














— we share with people around the world and 
through history a vision for a different world. 
Browsing the list of infoshops, radical 
community centers, alternative libraries and 
free bike shops, one sees the thread of 
community coming together in all directions. In 
each of our towns we may feel like we’re 
swimming upstream against resignation and 
apathy, but it helps to realize that people from 
the Philippines to Bolivia to Toledo are out 
there swimming with you. 



■"'Here are updates to the radical contact list 
published in the 2009 Slingshot organizer. 
We’re going to revise and update the list for 
the 2010 organizer. Let us know if you see 
any corrections. The deadline is July 31. For 
updates before then, check our online updates: 
slingshottao.ca. Happy traveling! 


of a house at 2831 Hampshire Road #2 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 (216) 5774211 
Joe Hill House ■ West Lafayette, IN 

An alternative living space with an infoshop 
and community center in the garage: “a hub of 
radical activity in the Greater Lafayette area.” 
They have a lending library / zine library and 
host the IWW. 2108 North Salisbury Street, 
West Lafayette, Indiana 47906 
Confluence Books - Grand 
Junction, CO 

They have zines and host a radical community 
center for meetings and activities. They are 
active regarding h2a visa worker abuse in the 
sheep camps of Colorado. The similarly 
named Confluence collective currently listed in 
the organizer is a residential collective house. 
Find the infoshop at 600 White Ave. Suite 302 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501. 970-245- 
4442. 

Silent City Distro - Ithaca, NY 

A zine library and radical distro. 115 E. MLK 
St. (the commons), Ithaca, NY 14850, 
www.silentcitydistro.org 


Rice, Beans & Revolution Infoshop - 
McAllen, TX 

A new infoshop in deep South Texas just miles 
from the border wall with a lending library, zine 
library and bookstore. Open Mon-Fri 10-8, 
Sat/Sun noon - 6. 402 N. Main, McAllen, TX 
78501, myspace.com/rice_beans_revolution, 
956-212-8753 

The Black Cherry - Toledo, OH 

A bookstore, for-donation cafe and show 
space with a lending library, free store and an 
office for local projects as well as several 
apartments. 1420 Cherry St. Toledo Ohio 
43608 theblackcherrycenter@gmail.com 
EarthDiver book Collective 
Oshkosh, Wi 

They have a lending library, show space, band 
practice space and host events, films and 
meetings for local projects like Books to 
Prisoners and a free food project ‘Relocation 
of Surplus Vittles Project (RSVP)." They also 
have a community garden. 949 W. 7th Ave. 
Oshkosh, WI 54902 

CRASH collective infoshop 
Burlington, VT 


Wonderroot Community Arts Center 
- Atlanta, GA 


“A place where artists and activists can come 
together to build community through art.” They 
have a darkroom, recording studio, digital 
media lab, performance space, and a room for 
classes or meetings available if you pay dues. 
Open Mon, Tues, Thurs and Friday 10-8 and 
Sat noon-9. 982 Memorial Dr SE Atlanta, GA 
30316 (mail PO Box 89018, Atlanta, GA 
30312). 404.254.5955 

Coldwater Distro - Floyd, VA 



A source for print media in do-it-yourself format 
about indigenous led resistance to global 
empire, “the revolution will not be on the 
internet" Visit 111 Main St. Floyd VA (mail 
Box 672, 


The have the first floor and basement of a Bicycle Farm - Portland, OR - 
house with a lending library, meeting/event A volunteer-run space for learning about 
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Coyotic: Lugar de Encuentro - 
Mexico City 

A community meeting space that sells locally- 
made products. Copilco 102, planta alta, local 
115. Mexico DF (Closest Metro is Miguel Angel 
de Quevedo) http://www.myspace.com/coyotic 
Red TiNKU - Cochabamba, Bolivia 
A radical social movement office always in 
need of volunteers that has a community 
house which hosts events, and where travelers 
can stay for cheap. Visit Esteban Arce 532, 

ler Piso, Of. 2, Galena El Nazareno", entre 
Calamo y Cadaislao Cabrera, Phone. 
71769493, redtinkubolivia@gmail.com, 
www.redtinku.com 

Espago Improprio - Sao Paulo, 
Brazil 

A vegan restaurant with an infoshop, recording 
studio and open space that hosts 
documentaries, debates and concerts. Rua 
Dona Antonia de Queiroz, 40, Consolacao, 
phone (11) 3129.7197, improprio@riseup.net, 
www.espacoimproprio.org 
Kinaiyahan Unahon Collective - 
Davao, Philippines 
They are a radical community center with a 
garden, theater group and a lending library 




Freedom Shop - Wellington, New 
Zealand is moving 

They are NZ’s longest running anarchist 
bookshop (since 1995). They are moving out 
of Cuba Mall and looking for a new space. 
Until then, they are tabling at festivals and 
events. If you visit NZ, contact them at: PO 
Box 9263, Te Aro, Wellington, New 
Zealand/Aotearoa, 
the_freedom_shop@yahoo.com 
Corrections to 2009 Organizer 

• The Rhizome Collective in Austin, TX was 
evicted in mid-March after the city cited them 
for building code violations. They had 
operated a number of community organizing 
and urban sustainability projects out of a 
warehouse since 2000. 

• The Jack Pine Collective in Minneapolis, MN 
decided not to renew their lease in March due 
to a lack of financial and energy sustainability. 
They wrote in a nice goodbye message noting 
that they were established in 2006 as a child- 
friendly and sober radical space set up to be 
specifically anti-oppression. 

• The Phoenix, AZ anarchist library is now 
located inside of the Conspire gallery at: 901 
North 5th street, Phoenix, AZ 85004 (602) 237- 
5446. 
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By Jesse D. Palmer 

The legal process has begun its slow grind 
since the Long Haul infoshop in Berkeley filed 
a lawsuit in federal court on January 14 over 


of the investigation into local animal rights 
activities that lead to the arrests of Joseph 
Buddenberg, Maryam Khajavi, Nathan Pope, 
and Adriana Stumpo under the Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act on February 20 — the 













McAllen, TX 

A new infoshop in deep South Texas just miles 
from the border wall with a lending library, zine 
library and bookstore. Open Mon-Fri 10-8, 
Sat/Sun noon - 6. 402 N. Main, McAllen, TX 
78501, myspace.com/rice_beans_revolution, 
956-212-8753 

The Black Cherry • Toledo, OH 

A bookstore, for-donation cafe and show 
space with a lending library, free store and an 
office for local projects as well as several 
apartments. 1420 Cherry St. Toledo Ohio 
43608 theblackcherrycenter@gmail.com 
EarthDiver book Collective 
Oshkosh, Wi 

They have a lending library, show space, band 
practice space and host events, films and 
meetings for local projects like Books to 
Prisoners and a free food project “Relocation 
of Surplus Vittles Project (RSVP).” They also 
have a community garden. 949 W. 7th Ave. 
Oshkosh, WI 54902“ 

CRASH collective infoshop 
Burlington, VT 

The have the first floor and basement of a 
house with a lending library, meeting/event 
room, zine distro and media center with free 
computer lab and a zine photocopier. They 
also have a bike tool share and bulk food 
buyers club. They serve free food and coffee 
and host a bunch of groups. Check them out 
at 117 Bank St Burlington VT 05401, 
infoshopvt@gmail.com. 

Firebrand Infoshop - Nashville, TN 
A warehouse with space for all-ages shows, a 
library, zines, computers and a bike co-op. 
They also have a free skool. Open Mon - Fri 
5pm-8:30. 1318 Little Hamilton Road, 

Nashville, TN 37203 615-6734153, 

livefreeordie@riseup.net 
Burning River D.I.Y. Collective - 
Cleveland, OH 

Ooops - we listed Burning River in our “RIP” 
section because a few years ago, there was a 
collective in Cleveland called Burning River. 
We think that the old collective did in fact die, 
but it turns out a new group of folks organized 


- Atlanta, GA 


“A place where artists and activists can come 
together to build community through art.” They 
have a darkroom, recording studio, digital 
media lab, performance space, and a room for 
classes or meetings available if you pay dues. 
Open Mon, Tues, Thurs and Friday 10-8 and 
Sat noon-9. 982 Memorial Dr SE Atlanta, GA 
30316 (mail PO Box 89018, Atlanta, GA 
30312), 404.254.5955 

Coldwater Distro ■ Floyd, VA 

A source for print media in do-it-yourself format 
about indigenous led resistance to global 
empire: “the revolution will not be on the 
internet” Visit 111 Main St. Floyd, VA (mail 
Box 672, Floyd, VA 24091.) 



Bicycle Farm ■ Portland, OR 

A volunteer-run space for learning about 
building, maintaining, and riding bikes. Open 
Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon and Tues (every other 
Tuesday is women/trans only.) 305 NE Wygant 
St., Portland, OR 97211, (971) 533-7428, 
bikefarm@bikefarm.org, bikefarm.org 

Sibley Bike Depot -St. Paul, MN 

A not-for-profit community bike shop that offers 
classes, tools and a workshop plus a women's’ 
and trans’ night. Open Wed 3-9, Sat 10- 6, Sun 
124. 712 University Ave St. Paul, MN 55104, 
651-222-2080 sibleybikedepot.org 
Anthology New and Used Books • 
Scranton, PA 

An independent bookstore that carries zines 
and original art. 515 Center St. Scranton, PA 
18503 570-341-1443 www.scranthology.com 
Seomra Spraoi - Dublin, Ireland 
An radical autonomous social center since 
2005 that features shows, art, activist groups, 
meeting space, films, a vegan cafe, library, 
crafts workshop, bike repair tools and 


Davao, Philippines 

They are a radical community center with a 
garden, theater group and a lending library 



warenouse since zuuu. 

• The Jack Pine Collective in Minneapolis, MN 
decided not to renew their lease in March due 
to a lack of financial and energy sustainability. 
They wrote in a nice goodbye message noting 
that they were established in 2006 as a child- 
friendly and sober radical space set up to be 
specifically anti-oppression. 

• The Phoenix, AZ anarchist library is now 
located inside of the Conspire gallery at: 901 
North 5th street, Phoenix, AZ 85004 (602) 237- 
5446. 
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By Jesse D. Palmer 

The legal process has begun its slow grind 
since the Long Haul infoshop in Berkeley filed 
a lawsuit in federal court on January 14 over 
the August 27 police raid on the Long Haul by 
a joint terrorism task force composed of 
University of California police, sheriffs and the 
FBI. Since the lawsuit was filed, the 
defendants have filed a motion to dismiss on 
sovereign immunity grounds. A hearing is 
currently scheduled on May 29, 2009, although 
that date is subject to change. An initial case 
management conference is set for June 12. 

The police seized all computers at Long 
Haul after breaking in with guns drawn to 
execute a search warrant as part of an 
investigation of allegedly threatening emails 
allegedly sent to UC Berkeley animal 
researchers from a public-access computer 
connected to the internet at Long Haul. The 
police would never have gotten such a broad 
search warrant to seize every computer at the 
Berkeley Public Library if the email in question 
had come from the public library, rather than 
from a radical Infoshop. 

The raid on Long Haul may have been part 


of the investigation into local animal rights 
activities that lead to the arrests of Joseph 
Buddenberg, Maryam Khajavi, Nathan Pope, 
and Adriana Stumpo under the Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act on February 20 — the 
“AETA4" (See related article, pg. 1). The 
statement of probable cause used to obtain the 
Long Haul search warrant discusses a January 
27, 2008 demonstration, which is one of the 
"overt acts" listed in the indictment against the 
AETA4 and one of the AETA4 is specifically 
discussed in the Long Haul statement of 
probable cause. However, the indictment filed 
against the AETA4 doesn't mention the Long 
Haul. 

While the AETA4 indictment and the raid 
against Long Haul were both designed to 
intimidate local activists, these scare tactics 
haven’t worked. 

The Electronic Frontier Foundation and the 
ACLU of Northern California are jointly 
representing Long Haul in the litigation. For 
more details about the police raid, see 
Slingshot #98. For information about the 
lawsuit, see Slingshot #99. If you want to 
attend court hearings to support Long Haul, 
check www.thelonghaul.org for updates. 
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By k. counterbalance 

The recent expansion of radical mental 
health projects focused on burnout, self-care 
and mental illness are exciting developments 
in the radical community. Addressing individual 
mental health issues is a big part of making 
real change in our lives and in our 
communities. However, I don't think these 
projects are enough. We are missing part of 
the equation here. We have law collectives, 
medical collectives, mutual aid collectives, 
mental health collectives, etc. but what about 
psychology collectives that could focus on 
understanding how to make our activism more 
effective? 

The insights and tools of psychology have 
been used by the advertising industry and 
mainstream institutions that seek to control 
people, but most activist efforts lack 
consideration about how psychological matters 
factor in to particular campaigns. We fail to 
ask: how are our actions seen by others, how 
do we relate to the world outside of the activist 
community, what outcomes are we envisioning 
when we engage in particular actions, and 
what really makes people change? 

I don’t mean to suggest we use 
psychological tools, methods and insights in a 
creepy way the way an advertiser might - 
I don’t want to manipulate people. In fact, it 
seems that activists are too often using 
manipulative tactics in their campaigns: 




shame, guilt, and “educational” campaigns 
without much depth, forethought, or follow- 
through are regularly employed. I’m tired of 
those old paradigms. 

When I was 14 I would go yell “shame" at 
the old ladies wearing fur coats to the opera. I 
highly doubt that those ladies stopped wearing 
their furs and it just made me feel sheepish 
and indignant, rather than empowered and 
engaged in making positive change. I wonder 
what may have worked better? Could there 
have been a better tactic used in this situation? 
In more recent years I have dealt with how 
campaigns of guilt, social pressure, and 
coercion can turn in on us and eat away at our 
communities and make people turn away from 
activism and from activist 
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longer find these tactics effective or fulfilling. 

What would it look like if we used 
psychology in a positive and genuine way in 
our activist work? Steve Chase has used the 
phrase “psychologically-smart activism” and 
asked questions such as “How can 
psychological insights and tools be shared to 
help people develop the capacity to join 
together in social movements and make the 
world a better place?” (2007 keynote speech at 
Psychology - Ecology - Sustainability 
Conference). I’d like to use this kind of inquiry 

to come up with new ways of “doing activism”. 
It might just break us out of the old molds and 
help us come up with new ways to engage in 
social change work, ways that have more 
lasting power, depth, and substance. 

I don’t know what the “answers” are - what 
the “right” or most effective way to “do 
activism” is or precisely which areas of 
psychology may apply to social change work - 
but I’d like to bring the discussion to the table 
in the radical community. 

Just as we are re-evaluating the ways we 
look at our own mental health, we could step 
back and really look at our activist tactics. We 
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past work I have felt like I was just yelling at £ 

“those people” or an unseen “THEM” - and D 

where has that gotten us? I’m tired of seeing □ 

things that way. This kind of “us and them” 
thinking is part of the split that creates 
psychological barriers to actually making □ 

change. 

I’m sure I am not the first person to ask n 
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and social change I have seen that there are D 
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effective? 

The insights and tools of psychology have 
been used by the advertising industry and 
mainstream institutions that seek to control 
people, but most activist efforts lack 
consideration about how psychological matters 
factor in to particular campaigns. We fail to 
ask: how are our actions seen by others, how 
do we relate to the world outside of the activist 
community, what outcomes are we envisioning 
when we engage in particular actions, and 
what really makes people change? 

I don’t mean to suggest we use 
psychological tools, methods and insights in a 
creepy way the way an advertiser might - 
I don’t want to manipulate people. In fact, it 
seems that activists are too often using 
manipulative tactics in their campaigns: 
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psychological insights and tools be shared to 
help people develop the capacity to join 
together in social movements and make the 
world a better place?” (2007 keynote speech at 
Psychology - Ecology - Sustainability 
Conference). I’d like to use this kind of inquiry 
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to come up with new ways of “doing activism”. 
It might just break us out of the old molds and 
help us come up with new ways to engage in 
social change work, ways that have more 
lasting power, depth, and substance. 

I don’t know what the “answers” are - what 
the “right” or most effective way to “do 
activism” is or precisely which areas of 
psychology may apply to social change work - 
but I’d like to bring the discussion to the table 
in the radical community. 

Just as we are re-evaluating the ways we 
look at our own mental health, we could step 
back and really look at our activist tactics. We 
might ask: in what ways are we stuck in a rut? 
What are new and creative ways to engage 
people on a different level than we have 
before? What can be done on the ground to 
heal the rift between what we aspire to or think 
about and what we actually do? How can we 
have meaningful conversation with people 
about politics and social change who are 
outside of our usual political community and 




By J. Logic 

I was excited to hear that, bundled up with 
the $700 billion federal bailout bill, there was a 
tiny provision to give bicyclists a $20 per tax provision amended by this law already 
month commuter reimbursement that some 9' ves U P to $230 a month for car parking and 
bicycle advocates have been seeking for the U P to $120 for transit fares, but only $20 for 
last 7 years. While there are tons of incentives, bicycling expenses, 
subsidies, and tax deductions for automobile The anticipated cost of the new bike benefit 
drivers, this is the first federal law that ls a tiny $1 million per year, compared to 
financially recognizes bicycles as a mode of $4,400 million ($4.4 billion) the government 
transit. Is this crumb of a provision better than already spends for parking and transit benefits 
being ignored? according to the Congressional Joint 

The way this works is that if my employer Committee on Taxation, 
chooses to participate (entirely optional), I can I currently get a commuter transit benefit in 



change. 

I’m sure I am not the first person to ask 
these questions. In my studies of psychology 
and social change I have seen that there are 
psychologists and activist who are talking 
about the joining of psychology and change 
efforts. Joanna Macy has been doing her 
powerful Despair and Empowerment Work 
since the anti-nuclear movement 
(http://www.joannamacy.net/). 

Feminist psychologist and ecopsychologists 
have addressed the connection between 
society’s problems, psychology, and change 
efforts. Despite this, I don’t see these ideas 
really permeating activist circles, at least not 
the younger, direct-action oriented, anti¬ 
authoritarian groups that I am familiar with. We 
are so often in a reactive mode - responding 
to one tragic occurrence only to find it followed 
by another and another. It is hard to get 
perspective when we are constantly witnessing 
all the horrible occurrences in the world that 
need attention and work. There is so much for 
us to do. 

Thich Nhat Hanh in his new book The World 
We Have councils, “A student asked me, 
There are so many urgent problems, what 
should I do?’ I said, Take one thing and do it 
very deeply and carefully, and you will be 
doing everything at the same time.’” It seems 
we need to find work that we feel good about 
and that really engages us rather than always 


jumping from one thing to the next - that 
seems to be one of the roots of much of the 
burnout I have seen in the community. We 
could take a deep breath, step back and look 
at the bigger picture of our work. Take a 
moment to get some perspective and allow a 
vision of what we want to form. Then we can 
work for what we want, rather than against 
what we don’t want. 

Please contact me to discuss things like 
this: counterbalance@riseup.net □□□□□□ 
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second-hand bike or parts on craigslist. What 
about at a general sports store (which, in some The bill is motivated by a nice idea — since 
places, might be your only option for buying there are federal programs to encourage 
new shiny bike equipment)? people to drive to work, there should also be 
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By J. Logic 

I was excited to hear that, bundled up with 
the $700 billion federal bailout bill, there was a 
tiny provision to give bicyclists a $20 per 
month commuter reimbursement that some 
bicycle advocates have been seeking for the 
last 7 years. While there are tons of incentives, 
subsidies, and tax deductions for automobile 
drivers, this is the first federal law that 
financially recognizes bicycles as a mode of 
transit. Is this crumb of a provision better than 
being ignored? 

The way this works is that if my employer 
chooses to participate (entirely optional), I can 
have up to $20 a month deducted from my pre¬ 
tax income, and get a voucher for the 
deducted amount to spend at a 'dedicated' 
bicycle shop. The $20 benefit is intended to 
reimburse you for bicycle related expenses like 
bikes, helmets, repairs, locks, etc. Thus, my 
pre-tax salary would be $20 less, but I would 
get a $20 voucher. My employer could instead 
choose to just give me a voucher as a subsidy, 
and this would be tax-free for them. It's up to 
the employer if they implement the benefit as a 
pre-tax benefit or a subsidy — the latter is 
obviously a greater benefit to the employee, 
but a greater immediate economic cost to the 
employer. 

All of these numbers are a minuscule 
fraction of the size, of tax perks related to 
driving. These new bike benefits are similar 
(but smaller and more restricted) to commuter 
transit benefits and parking benefits. The same 
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tax provision amended by this law already 
gives up to $230 a month for car parking and 
up to $120 for transit fares, but only $20 for 
bicycling expenses. 

The anticipated cost of the new bike benefit 
is a tiny $1 million per year, compared to 
$4,400 million ($4.4 billion) the government 
already spends for parking and transit benefits 
according to the Congressional Joint 
Committee on Taxation. 

I currently get a commuter transit benefit in 
the form of discounted bus tickets every month 
— my employer pays for $4 of these a month, 
so I can get $10 worth of bus tickets and my 
pre-tax salary is $6 lower than it would have 
been. If I started getting this bike benefit, I 
could no longer get the bus tickets. This 
means folks who do a combined transit and 
bike commute could only get one of the types 
of benefits. 

The voucher piece seems crappy to me. 
Employers can provide a cash benefit instead 
of a voucher, but because they might have to 
track receipts, most employers are expected to 
use the vouchers. Why is this little bike benefit 
so much more restrictive than the much larger 
benefits for auto-drivers? What does it take for 
a place to count as a "dedicated bicycle 
shop"? Could a time-and-money-donation- 
based non-profit bike co-op count? I cannot 
imagine you could use such a voucher to buy a 


heal the rift between what we aspire to or think 
about and what we actually do? How can we 
have meaningful conversation with people 
about politics and social change who are 
outside of our usual political community and 



Thich Nhat Hanh in hts new book The World 
We Have councils, “A student asked me, 
‘There are so many urgent problems, what 
should I do?’ I said, Take one thing and do it 
very deeply and carefully, and you will be 
doing everything at the same time.’” It seems 
we need to find work that we feel good about 
and that really engages us rather than always 

jumping from one thing to the next - that 
seems to be one of the roots of much of the 
burnout I have seen in the community. We 
could take a deep breath, step back and look 
at the bigger picture of our work. Take a 
moment to get some perspective and allow a 
vision of what we want to form. Then we can 
work for what we want, rather than against 
what we don’t want. 

Please contact me to discuss things like 


this: counterbalance@riseup.net 






second-hand bike or parts on craigslist. What 
about at a general sports store (which, in some 
places, might be your only option for buying 
new shiny bike equipment)? 

The voucher system assumes we are now 
spending money if we need bike maintenance, 
and offers vouchers which we can instead 
spend. For those who prefer other economies 
(like volunteering at a local bike collective in 
exchange for tool use, or baking some cookies 
for our friend the bike mechanic), the voucher 
isn't as valuable. 

I work for a midsized constituent of the 
nonprofit industrial complex, where a decent 
amount of people bike to work regularly. When 
■ learned about this benefit, I asked the human 
resources folks about signing up. It turns out 
that somebody else had already asked (the 
day the bill passed!), and they said they were 
looking into it. A few weeks later I asked again, 
and they emailed to say they were still looking 
into it. I have no idea what will come next, but 
I'm not actually interested in signing up — I’ll 
keep my transit passes. 


The bill is motivated by a nice idea — since 
there are federal programs to encourage 
people to drive to work, there should also be 
incentives for bicycling. Maybe the reason the 
law falls short is that biking is already so cost 
effective, and so easy to participate in outside 
of the capitalist economy that offering bikers 
vouchers to bike shops doesn't seems like 
such a great perk, as many of us bikers don't 
regularly spend money at bike shops. 
Similarly, walking is a great way to get to work 
but that has nearly no direct costs, so it's not 
clear what sort of benefit the government could 
provide — new shoes? Affordable centrally- 
located housing would encourage human- 
powered transit, but that's not the sort of thing 
that can hide in a government bailout bill. 
Maybe the best way to encourage biking and 
walking is making them easier, safer and less 
stressful by having less cars on the roads. 

In other bike law news, in Idaho, bikers don't 
have to stop at stop signs. Similar bills have 
been proposed for Oregon and Montana. 
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By Bryan 

The inner processes of the psyche and the 
outer occurrences in the world connect 
entirely. Inner psychic pain generally results 
from our internal thresholds being exceeded. 
When our thresholds for stimulation, strain, 
isolation or superficiality are surpassed a 
subjective ache is experienced. Sensations 
exceeding our thresholds over too long of a 
period can result in anxiety, overwhelm, 
fatigue, apathy, anger or other related 
sentiments. If a person is reflecting on their 
inner state from time to time, the process of 
going from initial discomfort (i.e. feeling 
scattered) to more intense suffering (i.e. panic) 
can be witnessed and sometimes an 
intervening event can occur. However, feeling 
good is not always a goal as growth is typically 
correlated with some discomfort. Certainly 
feeling good is not something to be expected 
too frequently in a culture as shallow and 
asinine as ours. Energy and feeling whole are 
necessary nonetheless to combat the massive 
inequalities that are becoming more pervasive 
each day. Protections though, like numbness 
and indifference (that many in the dominant 
culture utilize), tend to dissolve when one has 
seen through to the mind control mechanisms 
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the environment provoked. The unconscious 
carries great power and paradoxically the 
unconscious can take control of those who 
have not explored its contents (many 
interested in the unconscious have studied the 
demagogy appealing to German citizens when 
Hitler was gaining power - the propaganda 
had a strong appeal to Germans both due to 
social circumstances and the particular 
unconscious contents of many Germans 
during the rise of the Third Reich; anyone 
interested in the powers latent in the 
unconscious may want to further explore this 
topic). Tolerance, respect and self- 
determination are often sacrificed when there 
is a heavy focus on the conscious and a 
repudiation of the unconscious. 

When a culture has too heavy a focus on 
efficiency, rationalism, mathematics (meaning 
quantifying everything) and materialism, 
typically the focus has become too much on 
what is conscious. Unfortunately a highly 
conscious focus (and subsequent lack of focus 
on the unconscious) currently dominates the 
majority of the humans on earth. However, the 


are very ancient activities deeply rooted in the 
psyche that can help re-establish a natural and 
balanced rhythm for the mind. Meditating in a 
quiet outdoor location (that doesn’t charge 
admission) next to trees, water, etc or sitting in 
grass or dirt is ideal. The internal systems of 
the body are balanced by meditation. Also 
lingering emotions can be altered with 
meditation and general mental discomfort 
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eased. For some people meditation is 
excruciatingly difficult (especially at first), while 
this is not the case for others. Some people 
quickly begin to see their mind differently upon 
first trying the practice. When one's mind 
quiets down it can become apparent that the 
thoughts and the meditator are not one and the 
same. Anyone interested in practicing can do 
so by finding a quiet environment, turning 
attention inward and concentrating the mind on 
the breath and then gently returning the focus 



focus on what is going on in our dreams we 
can look at which archetypal themes are active 
in our psyches. Archetypes are symbols that 
are shared by every psyche. Common items, 
relationships and events are symbolized by 
archetypes, for example a mother or a child 
archetype. If we are feeling quite fearful, 
stressed or scattered we may dream of an 
animal or scenario that symbolizes these 
feelings. Frequently our dreams have nothing 
to do with our waking experiences, they 
represent unconscious processes pertaining to 
much larger, more timeless matters. 

When contemplating a dream, consider 
how the dream felt overall and also how 
various isolated elements of the dream felt. 
Consider how you feel in general towards the 
elements of the dream. For example if you 
dream of an old roommate consider how you 
felt in the dream towards that person, how you 
used to feel about this person, and think abou’ 
the ways you identify with this person (doe; 
this person symbolize your motivated, lazy, 
grandiose, shy, hyper, side?). Once we 
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When our thresholds for stimulation, strain, 
isolation or superficiality are surpassed a 
subjective ache is experienced. Sensations 
exceeding our thresholds over too long of a 
period can result in anxiety, overwhelm, 
fatigue, apathy, anger or other related 
sentiments. If a person is reflecting on their 
inner state from time to time, the process of 
going from initial discomfort (i.e. feeling 
scattered) to more intense suffering (i.e. panic) 
can be witnessed and sometimes an 
intervening event can occur. However, feeling 
good is not always a goal as growth is typically 
correlated with some discomfort. Certainly 
feeling good is not something to be expected 
too frequently in a culture as shallow and 
asinine as ours. Energy and feeling whole are 
necessary nonetheless to combat the massive 
inequalities that are becoming more pervasive 
each day. Protections though, like numbness 
and indifference (that many in the dominant 
culture utilize), tend to dissolve when one has 
seen through to the mind control mechanisms 
inherent in our society (i.e. fear mongering or 
the invention of false needs constructed and 
promulgated by the power elite). When the 
psyche’s threshold is surpassed, defenses 
arise. 

When defenses are utilized one may 
become rigid, disconnected, grandiose or 
irrational. Particularly with the economy in the 
condition that it is in, people are utilizing more 
defenses than before the “bubble burst”. Those 
less unfortunate likely deal with feeling 
frustrated, helpless and agitated. Those most 
sensitive or vulnerable deal with much worse 
(though of course the economy is not the only 
i mpetus for intense suffering in this culture). 
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The implications of neoliberal 
economics are agony and 
anguish for a great many 




these’ more unfortunate individuals may 
experience psychotic. breaks 

psychosis/hallucinations are one example of 
defenses not being enough to help one cope), 
suicidal feelings and/or extreme rage. Many 
people fall somewhere in between mild 
frustration and severe suffering. The 
imniir.atinns of neoliberal economics are agony 


demagogy appealing to German citizens when 
Hitler was gaining power - the propaganda 
had a strong appeal to Germans both due to 
social circumstances and the particular 
unconscious contents of many Germans 
during the rise of the Third Reich; anyone 
interested in the powers latent in the 
unconscious may want to further explore this 
topic). Tolerance, respect and self- 
determination are often sacrificed when there 
is a heavy focus on the conscious and a 
repudiation of the unconscious. 

When a culture has too heavy a focus on 
efficiency, rationalism, mathematics (meaning 
quantifying everything) and materialism, 
typically the focus has become too much on 
what is conscious. Unfortunately a highly 
conscious focus (and subsequent lack of focus 
on the unconscious) currently dominates the 
majority of the humans on earth. However, the 
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grass or dirt is ideal. The internal systems of 
the body are balanced by meditation. Also 
lingering emotions can be altered with 
meditation and general mental discomfort 
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eased. For some people meditation is 
excruciatingly difficult (especially at first), while 
this is not the case for others. Some people 
quickly begin to see their mind differently upon 
first trying the practice. When one’s mind 
quiets down it can become apparent that the 
thoughts and the meditator are not one and the 
same. Anyone interested in practicing can do 
so by finding a quiet environment, turning 
attention inward and concentrating the mind on 
the breath and then gently returning the focus 



majority of what drives humans is unconscious 
processes. Likely 95% or more of human 
behavior is due to processes of the 
unconscious (think about how many times your 
own behavior has surprised you or how many 


to the breath each time it drifts to the thoughts 
that are going by. By calmly accepting the 
thoughts that arise a natural letting go occurs. 

Those who have become highly practiced in 
meditating sometimes realize in deep 


can look at which archetypal themes are active 
in our psyches. Archetypes are symbols that 
are shared by every psyche. Common items, 
relationships and events are symbolized by 
archetypes, for example a mother or a child 
archetype. If we are feeling quite fearful, 
stressed or scattered we may dream of an 
animal or scenario that symbolizes these 
feelings. Frequently our dreams have nothing 
to do with our waking experiences, they 
represent unconscious processes pertaining to 
much larger, more timeless matters. 

When contemplating a dream, consider 
how the dream felt overall and also how 
various isolated elements of the dream felt. 
Consider how you feel in general towards the 
elements of the dream. For example if you 
dream of an old roommate consider how you 
felt in the dream towards that person, how you 
used to feel about this person, and think abou' 
the ways you identify with this person (doer 
this person symbolize your motivated, lazy, 
grandiose, shy, hyper, side?). Once we 
document our dreams and contemplate the 
meanings of the symbols within (even if we do 
not come to an understanding of what the 
symbols may mean), energy from the 
unconscious can be mobilized. This energy 
can be used to stay balanced and to continue 
on in the uphill trek. 

The relationship with the symbolic grants us 
permission to acknowledge where we are at in 
our psyche; and this understanding frequently 
allows a more peaceful state of mind to arise 
and stay around. (There are many websites 
dedicated to identifying meanings for various 
symbols - these can be helpful for dream 
interpretation). Keeping a pad and pen next to 
our sleeping place encourages us to document 
our dreams as soon as we awaken. Then, 
interpreting immediately or later works - 
though immediate is better to keep in mind all 
of our complex and contradictory feelings 
towards the dream objects. Much of the time 
our dreams speak in metaphor and often go in 
the format of a story or play (when we have a 
longer dream or a vivid memory of the whole 
dream at least). There is often an introduction 
to the elements of the story, then there is a 
problem or conflict, then an increase in action 
and then there is often a direction or outcome 
alluded to. With some very special dreams, 
this direction that is hinted at can be hugely 
























promulgated by the power elite). When the 
psyche’s threshold is surpassed, defenses 
arise. 

When defenses are utilized one may 
become rigid, disconnected, grandiose or 
irrational. Particularly with the economy in the 
condition that it is in, people are utilizing more 
defenses than before the “bubble burst”. Those 
less unfortunate likely deal with feeling 
•rustrated, helpless and agitated. Those most 
sensitive or vulnerable deal with much worse 
(though of course the economy is not the only 
i mpetus for intense suffering in this culture). 

. The implications of neoliberal 
economics are agony and 
1 anguish for a great many 
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these" more unfortunate individuals may 
experience psychotic. breaks 

psychosis/hallucinations are one example of 
defenses not being enough to help one cope), 
suicidal feelings and/or extreme rage. Many 
people fall somewhere in between mild 
frustration and severe suffering. The 
implications of neoliberal economics are agony 
and anguish for a great many; and numerous 
people suffer directly or vicariously because of 
this. In general our defenses remain erected in 
order to get through stress - simultaneously 
causing some additional distress due to the 
phony nature of defenses (rigidity or numbness 
is not authentic, but simply a way of coping). It 
never feels good to not be our true genuine 
nature, however many, involved heavily in 
dominant culture do not seem to be aware that 
this is a great source of pain, or are so 
confused, conditioned and brainwashed that it 
does not matter to them as long as they can 
remain asleep, numb or distracted. Essentially 
our psyches erect defenses because of 
unfavorable conditions and these secondarily 
result in disconnected, false, simulated 
relationships with our self and with others. 

Defenses arise to protect us from the 
emotionally charged contents of the 
unconscious that the unfavorable conditions of 



majority of what drives humans is unconscious 
processes. Likely 95% or more of human 
behavior is due to processes of the 
unconscious (think about how many times your 
own behavior has surprised you or how many 
of your thoughts seem to just rise up into your 
awareness). This means that we as a whole 
are living in a pretty precarious manner. 

Some practices and some psychoactive 
substances can make a number of 
unconscious processes known (including LSD, 
meditation, hypnosis, and dream 
interpretation). It is important to understand 
that the ecology of our psyche is in balance 
only when the unconscious has a voice and is 
given a chance to connect with our conscious 
mind. Such a balance has implications for the 
events of the world (because of the 
aforementioned connection between the inner 
and outer worlds). Combating control and 
inequality is done best when we have internal 
balance - and sooner or later some internal 
balance must be struck or we may bum out. 

There are many ways of unifying one’s 
psyche, ways of rounding up the inauthentic 
fragments it has split into when under too 
much stress. Meditating and recording dreams 


to the breath each time it drifts to the thoughts 
that are going by. By calmly accepting the 
thoughts that arise a natural letting go occurs. 

Those who have become highly practiced in 
meditating sometimes realize in deep 
meditation that life is by its very nature cyclical, 
and that currently we are in an epoch of 
disease, death and destruction. Though these 
cycles are ebbing and flowing, ultimately we 
are moving toward a world of awareness and 
equality - if enough inhabitants of the planet 
wake up in time that is. If not then of course 
Earth will die. This belief that planets die when 
die inhabitants remain buried in too much 
ignorance for too long is common in many 
eastern spiritual traditions (and obviously the 
stage is set for terrible things to happen on this 
planet between nuclear weapons and fascist 
agendas). A change in outlook and the 
audacity to speak the truth are requisite for a 
new direction to arise. And any meaningful and 
lasting change must make use of unconscious 
forces. 

Similar to meditative practices, dream 
interpretation facilitates a relationship between 
the conscious and the unconscious, and aids 
in creating a more balanced mindset. If we 


not come to an understanding of what the 
symbols may mean), energy from the 
unconscious can be mobilized. This energy 
can be used to stay balanced and to continue 
on in the uphill trek. 

The relationship with the symbolic grants us 
permission to acknowledge where we are at in 
our psyche; and this understanding frequently 
allows a more peaceful state of mind to arise 
and stay around. (There are many websites 
dedicated to identifying meanings for various 
symbols - these can be helpful for dream 
interpretation). Keeping a pad and pen next to 
our sleeping place encourages us to document 
our dreams as soon as we awaken. Then, 
interpreting immediately or later works - 
though immediate is better to keep in mind all 
of our complex and contradictory feelings 
towards the dream objects. Much of the time 
our dreams speak in metaphor and often go in 
the format of a story or play (when we have a 
longer dream or a vivid memory of the whole 
dream at least). There is often an introduction 
to the elements of the story, then there is a 
problem or conflict, then an increase in action 
and then there is often a direction or outcome 
alluded to. With some very special dreams, 
this direction that is hinted at can be hugely 
beneficial in guiding the direction in which our 
lives are moving. In general, dream themes 
can give a good hint about what attitude to 
honor, what action to take, what occurrence to 
notice in our surroundings or where to go next 
as the battle continues. 

Between meditation and dream 
interpretation much psychic maintenance 
occurs. These powerful activities can be done 
by most people and have produced results for 
many centuries. Being attentive towards our 
psyche can help keep us sane long enough to 
witness and cause transformation. But, 
practical applications aside, non-ordinary 
states of consciousness have been of value to 
humans for ages. It is tough to deny the 
feelings we have when caught in dreams that 
seem endless. Our feelings are no less real in 
these instances than in waking consciousness. 
This can lead one to wonder if there is a bigger 
dream going on. And what it actually may 
mean to wake up. 
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Continued from page 1 

keep abortion legal, but to make free abortion 
available on demand. This is a part of the 
broader battle to give all of us access to the 
free health care we need to live. The Hyde 
Amendment, passed by Congress in 1976, 
chipped away at abortion access by taking 
away Medicaid funding for abortions, but 
California and Hawaii still provide Medicaid 
abortions with state funding. While nothing has 
changed legally, the state tightened the screws 
by reducing the rates of payment on Medi-Cal 
abortions and delaying payments. 

I have seen the revolutionary banner of 
Women’s Choice Clinic literally out on the 
s demonstrating for women’s freedom, 
against war and oppression, and it’s so 
Important that we continue to struggle now, 
'and stand up, for truly free, truly universal 
health care, and for women seeking 
reproductive freedom. A seated pro-choice 
president doesn’t mean we can sit back and 
relax, and the clinic’s closure should be a wake 
up call. It’s time to demand systematic 
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done to make the vision of reproductive 
freedom clear and real. 

Clinic volunteers actively worked against 
forced sterilization, helped pioneer informed 
consent, put the health of women above all 
other considerations, and analyzed the larger 
structures of oppression in their work. We 
need voices like these to speak out loud and 
strong, because of the history of birth control 
being a tool of population control, white 
supremacy, and eugenics, extending into the 
birth control options pushed on low income 
women and women of color offered in clinics 
today. This activist voice is especially needed 
when anti-abortions critics are becoming more 
sophisticated, by co-opting real fears of racist 
genocide. 

Women’s choice used a loophole in Medi- 
Cal to provide abortion funds to more women: 
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pregnant low-income women are immediately 
eligible for temporary Medi-Cal, without having 
to go through quite as many hoops. Women’s 
Choice was one of the last stops for women 
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What a fucked up excuse for limiting 
reproductive freedom! 

The clinic has faced round after round of 
budget shortfalls bravely, responding to 
previous Medi-cal cuts by trimming down to a 
skeleton crew of paid staff and relying almost 
completely on volunteers. In some ways, this 
switch back to volunteers rejuvenated the 
activist culture at Women’s Choice, as young 
women with no formal health care training, but 
as dedicated to learning about health care as 
the clinics founders, began performing duties 
such as blood work, counseling, sonograms, 
and assisting surgical procedures. This is more 


narrative of Women's Choice made it possible 
for me to work with the mainstream health 
system in what I felt to be a subversive way. I 
needed a place where I could speak out 
frankly against oppression.” 

Carol Downer, Lorraine Rothman, and other 
women, started a self-help group in Los 
Angeles, which became the Feminist Health 
Center in 1971. These women studied 
women’s anatomy, physiology, and abortion 
techniques, and started providing abortions on 
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(paperwork) interns are usually subjected to. 

“Women’s Choice Clinic showed us a whole 
new way to approach health care that valued 
patient education and empowerment. And they 
have left an important legacy — there are 
literally hundreds of health care professionals 
now in the field who did their clinical hours and 
certifications at Women’s Choice Clinic. We 
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their own, as well as teaching women to do 
their own cervical exams and inventing a 
technique called Menstrual Extraction, which 
women can use to empty the contents of the 
uterus manually. Northern California women 
caught on quickly, starting the Oakland 
Feminist Health Center and a network of 
clinics. 

The new self-help clinics broke new 
technical ground in women’s health care, as 
well as breaking barriers to women becoming 
involved in their own health care. Vacuum 
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Amendment, passed by Congress in 1976, 
chipped away at abortion access by taking 
away Medicaid funding for abortions, but 
California and Hawaii still provide Medicaid 
abortions with state funding. While nothing has 
changed legally, the state tightened the screws 
by reducing the rates of payment on Medi-Cal 
abortions and delaying payments. 

I have seen the revolutionary banner of 
Women’s Choice Clinic literally out on the 
streets demonstrating for women’s freedom, 
•sand against war and oppression, and it’s so 
■Important that we continue to struggle now, 
and stand up for truly free, truly universal 
health care, and for women seeking 
reproductive freedom. A seated pro-choice 
president doesn’t mean we can sit back and 
relax, and the clinic's closure should be a wake 
up call. It’s time to demand systematic 


consent, put the health of women above all 
other considerations, and analyzed the larger 
structures of oppression in their work. We 
need voices like these to speak out loud and 
strong, because of the history of birth control 
being a tool of population control, white 
supremacy, and eugenics, extending into the 
birth control options pushed on low income 
women and women of color offered in clinics 
today. This activist voice is especially needed 
when anti-abortions critics are becoming more 
sophisticated, by co-opting real fears of racist 
genocide. 

Women’s choice used a loophole in Medi- 
Cal to provide abortion funds to more women: 


changes and free up resources sucked down 
by the war, quiet the carping of anti-choicers 
and keep them from carving away at abortion 
access by putting political and economic 
pressure on the fourteen feminist health 
centers operating today. It’s great if political 
changes can provide us with renewed hope 
and inspiration, but the work remains to be 


pregnant low-income women are immediately 
eligible for temporary Medi-Cal, without having 
to go through quite as many hoops. Women's 
Choice was one of the last stops for women 
short on cash seeking an abortion, since the 
big box abortion clinics prioritize the bottom 
line, and cut comers to make more money and 
leave low-income women out in the cold. Comi 
gave an example of big box clinics creatively 
adding to Medi-Cal billing by inserting 
unwanted Intra Uterine Devices, an involuntary 
birth control device, just to tack on charges. 


previous Medi-cal cuts by trimming down to a 
skeleton crew of paid staff and relying almost 
completely on volunteers. In some ways, this 
switch back to volunteers rejuvenated the 
activist culture at Women’s Choice, as young 
women with no formal health care training, but 
as dedicated to learning about health care as 
the clinics founders, began performing duties 
such as blood work, counseling, sonograms, 
and assisting surgical procedures. This is more 
involvement than the passive roles 


frankly against oppression." 

Carol Downer, Lorraine Rothman, and other 
women, started a self-help group in Los 
Angeles, which became the Feminist Health 
Center in 1971. These women studied 
women’s anatomy, physiology, and abortion 
techniques, and started providing abortions on 




(paperwork) interns are usually subjected to. 

“Women’s Choice Clinic showed us a whole 
new way to approach health care that valued 
patient education and empowerment. And they 
have left an important legacy — there are 
literally hundreds of health care professionals 
now in the field who did their clinical hours and 
certifications at Women’s Choice Clinic. We 
are better off for WCC’s work, and it is a crying 
shame that they can't continue,” according to 
Kim Barstow, a former clinic volunteer. 

“I feel stripped of hope," laments Annah 
Wilson, the clinic’s volunteer coordinator, “but I 
also feel a renewed sense of urgency, and a 
need to funnel people away from the 
mainstream health system. The counter- 
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their own, as well as teaching women to do 
their own cervical exams and inventing a 
technique called Menstrual Extraction, which 
women can use to empty the contents of the 
uterus manually. Northern California women 
caught on quickly, starting the Oakland 
Feminist Health Center and a network of 
clinics. 

The new self-help clinics broke new 
technical ground in women’s health care, as 
well as breaking barriers to women becoming 
involved in their own health care. Vacuum 
evacuation was pioneered by the newly 
legalized self-help clinics and based on the 
insights and research done by women’s self 
care groups. This is why abortion is so safe 
today, and women should never have to face 
the immense physical and emotional danger of 
an unwanted pregnancy. When challenges to 
abortion reached a fever pitch in the 1990s, 
Rothman again began distributing information 
about how woman could directly take control of 
their own health care, as the services at clinics 
deteriorated in the climate of fear, writing A 
Woman’s Book of Choices. Young women 
responded by forming new self-help groups to 
learn about their own bodies (Slingshot was a 
part of this new generation and has published 
information about menstrual extraction and do- 
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access by putting political and economic 
pressure on the fourteen feminist health 
centers operating today. It’s great if political 
changes can provide us with renewed hope 
and inspiration, but the work remains to be 
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gave an example of big box clinics creatively 
adding to Medi-Cal billing by inserting 
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i\im barstow, a former clinic volunteer. 

“I feel stripped of hope," laments Annah 
Wilson, the clinic’s volunteer coordinator, “but I 
also feel a renewed sense of urgency, and a 
need to funnel people away from the 
mainstream health system. The counter- 
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By PB Floyd 

I keep having moments when I really 
appreciate the quiet wisdom of my mom. She 
grew up during modest economic 
circumstances in the 1940s and 50s as the 
daughter of a farm manager and so she 
learned all kinds of do-it-yourself skills and 
techniques that people now are trying to 
recapture. Nowadays, many of us are trying to 
figure out ways to live more simply and use 
fewer resources in response to a global 
ecosystem brought to its knees by the over¬ 
consumption of advanced industrial capitalism. 
My mom’s 4-H skills were just her being 
practical — but they are like a time capsule of 
hints at how people used to live just fine with a 
lot less ecological destruction. 

Over the past couple of years, I've been 
learning to cook with a pressure cooker — 
something you don’t see much anymore but 
something my mom always did. 

If you want to cook beans, doing so without 
a pressure cooker uses much more energy. It 
can take 34 hours to adequately cook black 
beans in a pot — 34 hours that your gas or 
electric stove is spewing emissions into the 
atmosphere. With a pressure cooker, it takes 
20 minutes, i.e. only 20 minutes of emissions. 
Garbanzo beans — which are notoriously 
difficult to cook on the stovetop — are an even 
more dramatic example. Just 25 minutes in the 
pressure cooker. This is because water boils at 
a hotter temperature when it is under pressure, 
so the food cooks significantly faster. 

So here’s my rough how-to guide, because 
when I started using a pressure cooker, I was 
a bit lost. This is just for beans or vegetables 


because I’m vegetarian 

you learn about other stuff. 

1. First, you have to find one. Check second 
hand stores — there are a lot of them around 
not getting used. You need a weight for the top 
that fits with the one you buy. It has to have a 
rubber seal around the lid so be careful the 
rubber still looks good. There is also a 
pressure relief plug to avoid explosions — 
make sure it hasn’t blown out. I would suggest 


II 

finl 

1 1 

(the] 

1 I 



testing a new one carefully to make sure it 
won’t blow up on you — heat it carefully in an 
empty kitchen and keep hands clear and eyes 
protected during the test. If it survives the test, 
you can cook calmly. Or you could buy one 
new. 

2. For beans, you cover them with at least 
twice the amount of water as beans, if not 
more. It still helps to pre-soak beans but you 
don’t have to. It can be fun to first soak, and 


woo health benefits. Be careful about putting 
too many beans in — they expand a lot. I add 
spices and salt after cooking except that I put 
in bay leaf, clove and garlic, if applicable, 
before hand. You can’t add them while you’re 
cooking because you can’t open the lid once it 
is under pressure. Salt changes the boiling 
temperature of water at sea level — it makes 
sense to me it would change things under 
pressure, too, which is why I avoid putting it in 
first. 

3. For vegetables, you can put a steamer in 
and just put water on the bottom of the 
pressure cooker. It only takes 4-5 minutes to 
steam whole potatoes in a pressure cooker. 
For softer veggies, just a minute or two. 

4. Put the top on and lock it. Bring it to a boil 
gradually with the weight not on the top of the 
pressure cooker. After steam not mixed with 
water or other matter starts shooting out the 
top, you know it is boiling and you can put the 
weight on the top. Some beans like garbanzos 
make suds so it can take a few moments of 
sputtering before you get a nice clean flow of 
steam — you don't want to put the weight on 
while it is sputtering. 

5. Once you put the weight on, set a timer. 
Bigger beans take a bit longer but not too 
much. Experiment. 

6 . Once the timer goes off, turn off the heat 
and let the steam out gradually by lifting (but 
not removing) the weight from the top. You 
can’t open the lid or you'll be seriously injured. 
Once you've released the pressure, open the 
lid and enjoy a faster and lower emissions 
dinner. 


insights ana research done by womens self 
care groups. This is why abortion is so safe 
today, and women should never have to face 
the immense physical and emotional danger of 
an unwanted pregnancy. When challenges to 
abortion reached a fever pitch in the 1990s, 
Rothman again began distributing information 
about how woman could directly take control of 
their own health care, as the services at clinics 
deteriorated in the climate of fear, writing A 
Woman's Book of Choices. Young women 
responded by forming new self-help groups to 
team about their own bodies (Slingshot was a 
part of this new generation and has published 
information about menstrual extraction and do- 
it-yourself women’s health consistently.) 

The clinic’s work isn’t over. As a licensed 
medical clinic, they must continue to provide 
medical records for seven years, and clinic 
workers plan to keep providing health 
information, unwanted pregnancy prevention, 
reproductive health information, on a street 
level, as the .West Coast Feminist Health 
Project. “There is still a lot we can do without a 
licensed clinic," according to Comi. This means 
the community can’t just mourn the loss of the 
clinic, but needs to keep helping to carry the 
burden, and organizing for reproductive 
freedom. “There is still hope that something 
will change in the political situation, or we can 
get a new source of funding.” The clinic is 
looking for storage space, legal support (the 
nonprofit may need to file for bankruptcy), 
design work, and people who want to help 
come up with a strategic vision. 

So if you are ready to get back to the basics 
of grassroots feminist work, meeting in living 
rooms, contact them and offer you support at 
WCFHP, P.O. BOX 70432, Oakland, CA 
94612. They also love to hear from former 
volunteers, and are keeping an archive, so 
drop a line if you were one of the many people 
who did everything from clinic defense to 
counseling, and have recollections or 
snapshots. “We're not going to let them 

destroy us,” said Comi. - 

Back Issue Project 

We’ll send you an assortment of back issues for postage: 
send us $3 for 2 lbs or $4 for 3 lbs. Free if you’re an 
infoshop or library. Send cash or check to Slingshot 3124 
Shattuck Ave. Berkeley, CA 94705. 
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BITeRViEV with KULM NyA^HA 

REMEMBERING the BIACK PANTHERS 


Kiilu Nyasha is .a San Francisco-based 
journalist and former member of the Black 
Panther Party (BPP). Kiilu hosts a weekly TV 
program, “Freedom Is A Constant Struggle/' is 
a radio broadcaster and writes for the Bay 
View Newspaper and BlackCommentator.com. 

Hans Bennett: How did you join the 
BPP? 

Kiilu Nyasha: I started running into 
Panthers when I worked for President 
Johnson’s so-called “War on Poverty," at The 
Community Action Institute (CAI) in New 
Haven, CT. We were supposed to organize the 
community, and of course they didn’t really 
mean it; but I was politically naive. So I took 
them literally at their word and plunged into 
organizing, going to various community 
meetings. 

A young Panther named Belva, just a 
teenager and known as “sisterlove," was sent 
to New Haven from Oakland to organize a free 
breakfast program. A town hall meeting was 
organized to decide whether or not they could 
institute the breakfast program. I was 
employed at the teen center where they 
wanted to house the breakfast program. I 
wound up being the Breakfast Program 
Coordinator after being eliminated by CPI 
when they closed the auxiliary Community 
Action Institute, absorbing those they wanted 
to stay into the main body, CPI. Later on, I 
was recruited from the Chapter to work as 
office manager and secretary to the attorneys 
for Lonnie McLucas, Ericka Huggins and 
Bobby Seale, including the late Charles Garry, 
Esq. 

When I found myself jobless, I applied for 
welfare because having worked for Yale and 



the only place they could find that was 
wheelchair accessible. 

HB: What can we leam from the successes 
and failures of the BPP, so that we can be 
more effective today? 

KN: Organizing worked! As in, door-to-door 
street organizing, on the ground, rolling up our 
sleeves and going right to the people, and 
helping them meet their own needs. People 
have gotten far away from that. Stop knocking 
on city hall’s door! Why are we asking our 
• enemies for help? Working within the system 
only works if you consider yourself an 
infiltrator. We have to draw the line and stop 
supporting it. Today, we should organize 
gardens to grow our own food. 

Propaganda is a necessary tool and our job 
right now is to raise consciousness to educate 
to liberate. The BPP had regular political 
education classes. That needs to happen 
again. People need to get into small study 
groups and discuss politics. 

Also, students aren’t organizing on the 
campuses like they used to. I think it’s partly 
because the lower class isn’t on the campuses 
these days, because nobody can afford it. 

HB: Your recent Black Commentator article 
titled “Black August 2008” focused on the 
legacy of the late prison author and BPP 
leader, George Jackson, who was 
assassinated by guards at San Quentin Prison 
on August 21,1971. 

KN: I initiated a correspondence with 
George in early 1971, and months later, got a 
one-hour visit in the holding cell of San 
Quentin. I’ve met no one before or since more 
dedicated to revolutionary change. George’s 
book of prison letters, Soledad Brother, was a 
best seller, and his second book, Blood In My 
Eye, had just been finished at the time of his 
death, and was published posthumously. 


when George was assassinated. That day, in 
what was described by prison officials as an 
escape attempt, George allegedly smuggled a 
gun into San Quentin in a wig. That feat was 
proven impossible, and evidence subsequently 
suggested a setup designed by prison officials 
to eliminate Jackson once and for all as they 
had tried numerous times. On that fateful day, 
three notoriously racist prison guards and two 
inmate turnkeys were also killed. According to 
an eye witness, when Jackson was shot while 
running on the yard, he got up instantly and 



dived in the direction of some bushes. He was 
subsequently murdered while lying on the 
ground wounded. 


Six Black prisoners were charged with 
murder and assault. Hugo Pinell, Fleeta 
Drumgo, David Johnson, Luis Talamantez, 
Johnny Spain, and Willie Sundiata Tate 
became known as the “San Quentin Six.” 
Johnny Spain was the only one convicted of 
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and were about to pull out of the parking lot 
when Marin County Police and San Quentin 
guards opened fire. When the shooting 
stopped, Judge Harold Haley, Jackson, 
Christmas, and McClain lay dead; Magee was 
unconscious and seridusly wounded as was 
the prosecutor. A juror suffered a minor injury. 

Magee had already spent at least seven 
years studying law and deluging the courts 
with petitions and lawsuits to contest his own 
illegal conviction in two fraudulent trials. As he 
put it, the judicial system “used fraud to hide 
fraud* in his second case after the first 
conviction was overturned on an appeal based 
on a falsified transcript. His strategy, therefore, 
centered on proving that he was a slave, 
denied his constitutional rights and held 
involuntarily. Therefore, he had the legal right 
to escape slavery as established in the case of 
the African slave, Cinque, who had escaped 
the slave ship, Amistad, and won freedom in a 
Connecticut trial. Thus, Magee had to first 
prove he’d been illegally and unjustly 
incarcerated for over seven years. He also 
wanted the case moved to the Federal Courts 
and the right to represent himself. 

Moreover, Magee wanted to conduct a trial 
that would bring to light the racist and brutal 
oppression of Black prisoners throughout the 
State. “My fight is to expose the entire system, 
judicial and prison system, a system of slavery. 
This will cause benefit not just to myself but to 
all those who at this time are being criminally 
oppressed or enslaved by this system." 

On the other hand, Angela Davis, his co¬ 
defendant, charged with buying the guns used 
in the raid, conspiracy, etc., was innocent of 
any wrongdoing because the gun purchases 
were perfectly legal and she was not part of 
the original plan. Davis' lawyers wanted an 
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View Newspaper and BlackCommentator.com. 

Hans Bennett: How did you join the 
BPP? 

Kiilu Nyasha: \ started running into 
Panthers when I worked for President 
Johnson’s so-called “War on Poverty,” at The 
Community Action Institute (CAI) in New 
Haven, CT. We were supposed to organize the 
community, and of course they didn’t really 
mean it; but I was politically naive. So l took 
them literally at their word and plunged into 
organizing, going to various community 
meetings. 

A young Panther named Belva, just a 
teenager and known as “sisteriove,” was sent 
to New Haven from Oakland to organize a free 
breakfast program. A town hall meeting was 
organized to decide whether or not they could 
institute the breakfast program. I was 
employed at the teen center where they 
wanted to house the breakfast program. I 
wound up being the Breakfast Program 
Coordinator after being eliminated by CPI 
when they closed the auxiliary Community 
Action Institute, absorbing those they wanted 
to stay into the main body, CPI. Later on, I 
was recruited from the Chapter to work as 
office manager and secretary to the attorneys 
for Lonnie McLucas, Ericka Huggins and 
Bobby Seale, including the late Charles Garry, 
Esq. 

When I found myself jobless, I applied for 
welfare because having worked for Yale and 



the government, I didn’t qualify for 
unemployment insurance. I had a 9-year-old 
son and rent for my apartment was $80/month, 
but they would only give me $25 a week. What 
was I supposed to do with that? So I joined 
the second chapter of the BPP in late 1969, 
created after the first chapter got locked up for 
murder charges, along with the Chairman, 
Bobby Seale — basically recruited to organize 
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KN: Organizing worked! As in, door-to-door 
street organizing, on the ground, rolling up our 
sleeves and going right to the people, and 
helping them meet their own needs. People 
have gotten far away from that. Stop knocking 
on city hall’s door! Why are we asking our 
enemies for help? Working within the system 
only works if you consider yourself an 
infiltrator. We have to draw the line and stop 
supporting it. Today, we should organize 
gardens to grow our own food. 

Propaganda is a necessary tool and our job 
right now is to raise consciousness to educate 
to liberate. The BPP had regular political 
education classes. That needs to happen 
again. People need to get into small study 
groups and discuss politics. 

Also, students aren’t organizing on the 
campuses like they used to. I think it’s partly 
because the tower class isn’t on the campuses 
these days, because nobody can afford it. 

HB: Your recent Black Commentator article 
titled “Black August 2008” focused on the 
legacy of the late prison author and BPP 
leader, George Jackson, who was 
assassinated by guards at San Quentin Prison 
on August 21,1971. 

KN: I initiated a correspondence with 
George in early 1971, and months later, got a 
one-hour visit in the holding cell of San 
Quentin. I’ve met no one before or since more 
dedicated to revolutionary change. George’s 
book of prison letters, Soledad Brother, was a 
best seller, and his second book, Blood In My 
Eye, had just been finished at the time of his 
death, and was published posthumously. 

George was one of the three “Soledad 
Brothers,” whose story began on January 13, 
1970 when a tower guard at Soledad State 
Prison shot and killed three Black captives on 
the yard, leaving them unattended to bleed to 
death: Cleveland Edwards, “Sweet Jugs” 
Miller, and W. L. Nolen, all active resisters in 
the Black Movement behind the walls. Others 
included George Jackson, Jeffrey Gauldin, 
Hugo L.A. Pinell, Steve Simmons, Howard 
Tole, and the late Warren Wells. 

After the common verdict of “justifiable 
homicide” was returned and the killer guard 
exonerated at Soledad, another white-racist 
guard was beaten and thrown from a tier to his 
death in retaliation. Fleeta Drumgo, John 
Clutchette, and Jackson were charged with his 
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suggested a setup designed by prison officials 
to eliminate Jackson once and for all as they 
had tried numerous times. On that fateful day, 
three notoriously racist prison guards and two 
inmate turnkeys were also killed. According to 
an eye witness, when Jackson was shot while 
running on the yard, he got up instantly and 



dived in the direction of some bushes. He was 
subsequently murdered while lying on the 
ground wounded. 


Six Black prisoners were charged with 
murder and assault. Hugo Pinell, Fleeta 
Drumgo, David Johnson, Luis Talamantez, 
Johnny Spain, and Willie Sundiata Tate 
became known as the “San Quentin Six.” 
Johnny Spain was the only one convicted of 
murder. The others were either acquitted or 
convicted of assault. Hugo is the only one 
remaining in prison, and badly needs our 
support. 

HB: Tell us about Ruchell Magee. 

KN: I first met Ruchell in the holding cell of 
the Marin County courthouse in the Summer of 
1971.1 found him to be soft-spoken, warm and 
a gentleman in typically Southern tradition. 
We’ve been in correspondence pretty much 
ever since. I was then working for The Sun 
Reporter, and covering the pretrial hearings of 
Angela Davis and Ruchell Magee. By 1971, 
Ruchell was an astute jailhouse lawyer. He 
was responsible for the release and protection 
of a myriad of prisoners benefiting from his 
extensive knowledge of law, which he used to 
prepare writs, appeals and lawsuits for himself 
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unconscious and seridusly wounded as was 
the prosecutor. A juror suffered a minor injury. 

Magee had already spent at least seven 
years studying law and deluging the courts 
with petitions and lawsuits to contest his own 
illegal conviction in two fraudulent trials. As he 
put it, the judicial system “used fraud to hide 
fraud” in his second case after the first 
conviction was overturned on an appeal based 
on a falsified transcript. His strategy, therefore, 
centered on proving that he was a slave, 
denied his constitutional rights and held 
involuntarily. Therefore, he had the legal right 
to escape slavery as established in the case of 
the African slave, Cinque, who had escaped 
the slave ship, Amistad, and won freedom in a 
Connecticut trial. Thus, Magee had to first 
prove he’d been illegally and unjustly 
incarcerated for over seven years. He also 
wanted the case moved to the Federal Courts 
and the right to represent himself. 

Moreover, Magee wanted to conduct a trial 
that would bring to light the racist and brutal 
oppression of Black prisoners throughout the 
State. “My fight is to expose the entire system, 
judicial and prison system, a system of slavery. 
This will cause benefit not just to myself but to 
all those who at this time are being criminally 
oppressed or enslaved by this system.” 

On the other hand, Angela Davis, his co¬ 
defendant, charged with buying the guns used 
in the raid, conspiracy, etc., was innocent of 
any wrongdoing because the gun purchases 
were perfectly legal and she was not part of 
the original plan. Davis’ lawyers wanted an 
expedient trial to prove her innocence on 
trumped up charges. This conflict in strategy 
resulted in the trials being separated. Davis 
was acquitted of all charges and released in 
June of 1972. 

Ruchell fought on alone, losing much of the 
support attending the Davis trial. After 
dismissing five attorneys and five judges, he 
won the right to defend himself. The murder 
charges had been dropped, and Magee faced 
two kidnap charges. He was ultimately 
convicted of PC 207, simple kidnap, but the 
more serious charge of PC 209, kidnap for 
purposes of extortion, resulted in a disputed 
verdict. According to one of the juror’s sworn 
affidavit, the jury voted for acquittal on the PC 
209 and Magee continues to this day to 
challenge the denial and cover-up of that 

nr>ni I ittal 













the government, I didn’t qualify for 
unemployment insurance. I had a 9-year-old 
son and rent for my apartment was $80/month, 
but they would only give me $25 a week. What 
was I supposed to do with that? So I joined 
the second chapter of the BPP in late 1969, 
created after the first chapter got locked up for 
murder charges, along with the Chairman, 
Bobby Seale — basically recruited to organize 
around the Panther trials by Robert Webb 
[martyred] and Doug Miranda. At this time, I 
was still “Pat Gallyot”, because I changed my 
name later in the 1970’s. 

HB: When did you start working in media? 

KN: Because of my years of secretarial 
work, I had typing skills. At the time of Bobby 
Seale and Ericka Huggins’ trial in New Haven, 
on behalf of the Panther Defense Committee, 
we printed a tabloid and I co-wrote and typeset 
an article covering the story. I also wrote 
articles for the national BPP paper, and 
eventually learned how to put a newspaper 
together. After moving to San Francisco, I was 
working for a local Black newspaper called The 
Sun Reporter, but left in anger after they 
chopped up an article that I wrote about the 
uprising at NY State Prison in Attica that 
resulted in the massacre of some 39 prisoners 
and guards. Afterwards, in late 1971, a bunch 
of us had political education classes that met 
at my pad in the Fillmore, and we put together 
a tabloid called “By Any Means Necessary.” 
In 72, I wrote and published another tabloid 
titled, “Niggahs of the World Unite.” 

Later, I lived in the Hunters Point 
neighborhood, and while practicing a very 
strenuous form of martial arts, my muscles 
started deteriorating. I wound up in the medical 
system for many years—a long, hairy story. 
Suffice it to say, I walked into the system in 
1975 and rolled out in 1980, and have been in 
Chinatown ever since, living in a 12 story 
Housing Authority building that they said was 


1970 when a tower guard at Soledad State 
Prison shot and killed three Black captives on 
the yard, leaving them unattended to bleed to 
death: Cleveland Edwards, “Sweet Jugs” 
Miller, and W. L. Nolen, all active resisters in 
the Black Movement behind the walls. Others 
included George Jackson, Jeffrey Gauldin, 
Hugo L.A. Pinell, Steve Simmons, Howard 
Tole, and the late Warren Wells. 

After the common verdict of “justifiable 
homicide” was returned and the killer guard 
exonerated at Soledad, another white-racist 
guard was beaten and thrown from a tier to his 
death in retaliation. Fleeta Drumgo, John 
Clutchette, and Jackson were charged with his 
murder, and became known as The Soledad 
Brothers. A campaign to free them was led by 
college professor Angela Davis, and George’s 
brother Jonathan. The three were awaiting 
trial, with a mandatory death sentence if 
convicted, at the time of George’s death. 

HB: You wrote that we should honor 
Jackson’s legacy by working to free two 
California prisoners: Hugo “Yogi Bear” Pinell 
and Ruchell “Cinque” Magee. Currently 
housed in Pelican Bay State Prison’s notorious 
“Security Housing Unit,” Pinell has been in 
continuous solitary confinement since at least 


1971. On January 14, 2009, Pinell was denied 
parole for 15 years, a virtual re-sentencing. 

KN: The book titled “The Melancholy 
History of Soledad Prison,” by Min Yee, 
documents how Hugo Pinell was one of the 
original members of the Black Movement, led 
by George Jackson and others in Soledad 
Prison. At that time, it wasn’t safe for Blacks to 
walk the yard. The collusion between the 
racist, KKK-type guards and white racist prison 
gangs was horrendous. These conditions were 
horrible. 

Yogi was eventually transferred to San 
Quentin, and was there on August 21, 1971, 


support. 

HB: Tell us about Ruchell Magee. 

KN: I first met Ruchell in the holding cell of 
the Marin County courthouse in the Summer of 
1971.1 found him to be soft-spoken, warm and 
a gentleman in typically Southern tradition. 
We’ve been in correspondence pretty much 
ever since. I was then working for The Sun 
Reporter, and covering the pretrial hearings of 
Angela Davis and Ruchell Magee. By 1971, 
Ruchell was an astute jailhouse lawyer. He 
was responsible for the release and protection 
of a myriad of prisoners benefiting from his 
extensive knowledge of law, which he used to 
prepare writs, appeals and lawsuits for himself 
and many others behind the walls. 

Ruchell was fighting charges of murder, 
conspiracy to murder, kidnap, and conspiracy 
to aid the escape of state prisoners. Although 
critically wounded on August 7, 1970, he was 
the sole survivor among the four brave Black 
men who conducted the courthouse slave 
everything they could throw at him. On August 
7, 17-year-old Jonathan Jackson raided the 
Marin Courtroom and tossed guns to 
Marin Courtroom and tossed guns to prisoners 
William Christmas and James McClain, who in 
turn invited Ruchell to join them. Rue seized 


the hour spontaneously as they attempted to 
escape by taking a judge, assistant district 
attorney and three jurors as hostages .in that 
audacious move to expose to the public the 
brutally racist prison conditions and free the 
Soledad Brothers. 

McClain was on trial for assaulting a guard 
in the wake of Black prisoner Fred Billingsley’s 
murder by prison officials in San Quentin in 
February, 1970. With only four months before 
a parole hearing, Magee had appeared in the 
courtroom to testify for McClain. 

The four revolutionaries successfully 
commandeered the group to the waiting van 


was acquitted of all charges and released in 
June of 1972. 

Ruchell fought on alone, losing much of the 
support attending the Davis trial. After 
dismissing five attorneys and five judges, he 
won the right to defend himself. The murder 
charges had been dropped, and Magee faced 
two kidnap charges. He was ultimately 
convicted of PC 207, simple kidnap, but the 
more serious charge of PC 209, kidnap for 
purposes of extortion, resulted in a disputed 
verdict. According to one of the juror’s sworn 
affidavit, the jury voted for acquittal on the PC 
209 and Magee continues to this day to 
challenge the denial and cover-up of that 
acquittal. 

Ruchell is currently on the mainline of 
Corcoran State Prison doing his 46th year 
locked up in California gulags - many of those 
years spent in solitary confinement under 
tortuous conditions! In spite of having 
committed no physical assaults or murders. Is 
that not political? 

HB: Let’s conclude with a quote from 
George Jackson. 

KN: He wrote in Blood In My Eye: “Settle 
your quarrels, come together, understand the 
reality of our situation, understand that fascism 


is already here, that people are dying who 
could be saved, that generations more will live 
poor butchered half-lives if you fail to act. Do 
what must be done, discover your humanity 
and your love in revolution.” 

This interview features excerpts from Nyasha’s 
article: “Ruchell Cinque Magee and the August 
7th Courthouse Slave Rebellion .” Hans 
Bennett is an independent multi-media 
journalist (www.insubordination.blogspot.com) 
and co-founder of Journalists for Mumia Abu- 
Jamal (www.abu-jamal-news.com). Special 
thanks to Ed Mertex for help transcribing the 
interview. 


Organizing worked! As in, door-to-door street organizing, on the ground, rolling up our sleeves and 
going right to the people, and helping them meet their own needs. People have gotten Far awag From 
that. Stop knocking on citg hall s door! Whg are we asking our enemies For help? 
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